
Nairobi informal food vendor survey methodology 
and sampling 
 
 
The Nairobi survey covered a total sample of 1,267 informal food vendors. To 
achieve city-wide coverage, the survey was conducted in all eight of Nairobi’s 
administrative divisions. The number of sampled food vendors was determined 
using a multi-stage proportional-to-geographical size random sampling procedure. 
First, a random sample of residential neighbourhoods in each administrative 
division was selected using a list of neighbourhoods generated by the 
research team. This was informed by the fact that residential neighbourhoods in 
Nairobi are served by clusters of commercial centres, shopping centres, market 
centres, bus termini and concentration of small shops (dukas), kiosks and street 
traders. Second, the research team identified the major retail clusters with informal 
food vendors in the selected residential neighbourhoods. Third, the number 
of food vendors sampled in each selected neighbourhood was proportional to the 
number and sizes of retail clusters in that neighbourhood. Lastly, a systematic 
random sampling procedure was used to select the sampled food vendors in each 
retail cluster. Table 1 and Figure 1 give a summary of the distribution of sampled 
food vendors by administrative division. 
 
 

Table 1: Sampled Food Vendors by Administrative Division and Neighbourhood 

 



 
 

Figure 1: Spatial Distribution of Sampled Food Vendors 

 



 
At the end of the survey, the sample included mobile vendors, as well as vendors 
conducting business at the roadside, in a shop, at a bus terminus, from a 
vehicle, at home, in a market, with a handcart or wheelbarrow, at a taxi rank, at 
a craft market, next to an institution, in a customer’s home, and in a food court 
(kibanda) (Table 2). 
 

Table 2: Type and Location of Food Vendors 
 

 


