OCTOBER HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 1999: METADATA
GENERAL NOTES
The October household survey questionnaire consists of a number of sections. The data
from the different sections is recorded in separate files as the sections refer to different
entities or differ in their coverage. The files are flat, ASCII, fixed field files, with one line
of given length per record. This format was chosen so as to make the data usable with as
many programmes as possible, and thus accessible to as wide a range of people as
possible.
The sections, and the corresponding files from which they are mainly drawn, are as
follows. In addition, each file contains a number of variables from other sections of the
questionnaire – and the flap in particular. Most files also contain a number of derived
variables.
PERSON: Data from Section 1 and Section 4
BIRTHS: Data from Section 2
CHILDREN: Data from Section2
WORKER: Data from Section 3
MIGRANT: Data from Section 5
HOUSE: Data from Section 6
FARMING: Data from Section 7
The section on each file contains the following information:
• Nature of records in the file and population covered
• Description of variables
The description of variables contains the following information:
Descriptive name of the variable
This is a short English description plus the (usually eight-character) variable name in the
original file used by Stats SA to construct the ASCII file
Position of the variable: The position of the data within the record, recorded in the
format (@xxx y.). @xxx indicates that the data begins at position (i.e. column) xxx and
y. indicates that it is y digits wide. All data is numeric. All data is right-justified.
Source: This is either the question in the questionnaire or, for derived variables, the
method of derivation. Derived variables are usually found towards the end of a record.
Notes: Specific observations to be noted by users.
Valid range: The range of valid values for the variable. For continuous variables this
reflects the upper and lower ranges as found in the data.
Not applicable
Where a variable is not applicable to a particular record, for example where the
originating question is skipped, “@” is the standard symbol used to indicate

inapplicability. The symbol is repeated to fill the maximum number of columns for the
variable concerned.
Missing value
Where information was not available in respect of a particular field and record, “*” is the
standard symbol used to indicate missing values. The symbol is repeated to fill the
maximum number of columns for the variable concerned.
Most questions in the October household questionnaire are pre-coded i.e. there is a set
number of choices from which one or more must be selected. For open-ended ‘write-in’
questions, the description will note that post-coding occurred and explain how this was
done. For most variables the coding is apparent from the questionnaire (available
elsewhere in the documentation) and is not repeated in the variable description. Where
the coding is not apparent, the description either provides the codes or indicates where
code lists are to be found.
Linking files
The data from different files can be linked on the basis of a record identifier. The record
identifier is the first field/s in each file. Each record contains a number (UQNR) which
constitutes a unique household identifier. All records with a given household identifier,
no matter which file they are in, belong to the same household. For individuals, a further
two digits constituting the Person number (PERSONNR), when added to the household
identifier, creates a unique individual identifier. Again, these can be used to link records
from the PERSON and WORK files. The syntax needed to merge information from
different files will differ according to the statistical package used.
Sample Design
A sample of 30 000 households was drawn in 3 000 enumerator areas (EAs) (that is 10
households per enumerator area). A two-stage sampling procedure was applied and the
sample was stratified, clustered and selected to meet the requirements of probability
sampling. The sample was based on the 1996 Population Census enumerator areas and
the estimated number of households from the 1996 Population Census The sampled
population excluded all prisoners in prisons, patients in hospitals, people residing in
boarding houses and hotels (whether temporary or semi-permanent). The sample was
explicitly stratified by province and area type (urban/rural).
Within each explicit stratum the EAs were stratified by simply arranging them in
geographical order by District Council, Magisterial District and, within the magisterial
district, by average household income (for formal urban areas and hostels) or EA. The
allocated number of EAs was systematically selected with probability proportional to size
in each stratum. The measure of size was the estimated number of households in Each
EA. A systematic sample of 10 households was drawn.
Weights
The 1996 population Census was used as a basis for the weighting.

Household weights were calculated by using the reciprocal of the inclusion probabilities.
Since the sample selection was done in two stages
(i.e. first stage - selection of an EA,
second stage - selection of a household in the selected EA):
The inclusion probability of an EA (say p1):
Since this was done with probability proportional to size
(size being the number of persons residing in the EA),
p1 = m . Ai
S Ai
mi - number of EAs in the sample in the i-th stratum (where stratum is the District
Council in a province)
Ai - number of persons residing in the selected EA
S Ai - total number of persons in the population in the i-th stratum
The inclusion probability of the household (say p2):
Since ten (10) households (per EA) were selected systematically,
p2 =
10
number of households in the selected EA
Household weight = (1/p1.p2). Relative scaling was done on this weight. The 1996
Census figures (adjusted for growth) were used as benchmarks..
To calculate the person weight, the data was post-stratified by province, gender and age
group (5 year age groups). The 1996 Census figures (adjusted for growth) were used as
benchmarks. Relative scaling was also done on this weight to cater for the population
group .
Other important information for users is found in the:
 Questionnaire file
 Additional code list (occupation, industry, provinces, education)
 Relevant publications
 Web-site
FLAP AND SECTION 1 AND SECTION 4 (PERSONS) Filename: PERSON
NOTES:
This file contains a record for every member of every household
FLAP:
Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1

13.)

Person (PERSONNR)

(@14

2.)

FLAP Column heading
Valid range: 1-XX
Note 1: The first two variables (fifteen digits) together create a unique person identifier
which can be used to link individual information in this file with individual information
in other files.
Note 2: If there were more than 10 individuals in a household, a second household
questionnaire was completed.
Gender (B_GENDER)
FLAP B. Is … (options provided)
Valid range: 1-2

(@16

1.)

Age (C1_AGE)
FLAP C. Age in completed years
Valid range: 000-106

(@17 3.)

Year of birth (C2_YEAR)
FLAP C. Year of birth
Valid range: 1893-1999

(@20 4.)

Population group (D_RACE)
FLAP D. What population group does … belong to?
Valid range: 1-5

(@24 1.)

Person present (E_PRESEN)
FLAP E. Is … present during the interview?
Valid range: 1-2

(@25 1.)

SECTION 1:
Relationship (Q1_1RELS)
Q1.1 What is …’s relationship to the head of the household?
Valid range: 1-9

(@26 1.)

Marital status (Q1_2MARI)
Q1.2 What is …’s present marital status?
Valid range: 1-6

(@27 1.)

Language (Q1_3LANG)
Q1.3 Which language does … speak most often at home?
Valid range: 00-12

(@28 2.)

Highest education level (Q1_4AHIG)
Q1.4a What is the highest level of education that … has completed?
Valid range: 00-22

(@30 2.)

Field of study (Q1_4BSTU)
(@32 2.)
Q1.4b In what area of study was the diploma, certificate or degree?
Note 1: This question was only asked in respect of members for whom Highest education
level was a diploma or degree.
Note 2: This question was write-in. The responses were postcoded .
Valid range: 01-15
01 Arts
02 Science
03 Law
04 Theology
05 Economics, Commerce and Management
06 Education
07 Medical Sciences
08 Engineering
09 Administration and Clerical
10 Protection
11 Building sciences
12 Technical
13 Computing
14 Veterinary science
15 Other
Skill training (Q1_5SKIL)
(@34 1.)
Q1.5 Has … been trained in skills that can be used for work, e.g. book-keeping, security
guard training, welding, child minding?
Valid range: 1-3
Duration of training (Q1_6TRAI)
(@35 1.)
Q1.6 The last time … received this type of training, how long did it last?
Note: This and the following question were only asked for members who were said to
have received skills training.
Valid range: 1-8
Field of training (Q1_7TRAI)
Q1.7 In what field was the training?
Valid range: 01-13

(@36 2.)

Can read (Q1_8AREA)
Can … read in at least one language?
Valid range: 1-2

(@38 1.)

Can write (Q1_8BWRI)
Can … write in at least one language?
Valid range: 1-2

(@39 1.)

Current student (Q1_9EDU)

(@40 1.)

Q1.9 Which of the following educational institutions, if any, does … attend?
Valid range: 1-8
Type of study (Q1_10STU)
(@41 1.)
Q1.10 Is this full-time or part-time?
Note: This question was only asked for members who were said to attend an educational
institution.
Valid range: 1-2
Pre-school attendance (Q1_11SCH)
(@42 1.)
Q1.11 Which of the following institutions does … attend?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of people aged six years or younger.
Valid range: 1-6
School feeding (Q1_12FRE)
(@43 1.)
Q1.12 Does … get free food through the school feeding scheme?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of people aged 15 years or younger.
Valid range: 1-4
Health card (Q1_13HEA)
(@44 1.)
Q1.13 Does … have a Road to Health, immunisation or clinic card?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of people aged 24 months of younger.
Valid range: 1-3
Health status (Q1_14HEA)
Q1.14 How would you describe …’s health?
Valid range: 1-5

(@45 1.)

Medical aid (Q1_15MED)
(@46 1.)
Q1.15 Is … covered by a medical aid or medical benefit scheme or other private health
insurance?
Valid range: 1-3
Health worker past month (Q1_16AVI)
(@47 1.)
Q1.16a During the past month, did … go to any health worker such as a nurse, doctor or
traditional healer as a result of illness or injury?
Valid range: 1-3
Type of health worker (Q1_16BTY)
(@48 1.)
Q1.16b What kind of health worker was it?
Note: This and the following two questions were only asked in respect of persons who
were said to have attended a health worker in the past month.
Valid range: 1-9
Place of consultation (Q1_17CON)
Q1.17 Where did the consultation take place?

(@49 2.)

Note: If there was more than one consultation, the question was asked in respect of the
most recent one.
Valid range: 01-12
Payment for service (Q1_18SER)
Q1.18 Did … have to pay for this service?
Valid range: 1-3

(@51 1.)

Disability (Q1_19ADI)
(@52 1.)
Q1.19a Is … limited in his/her daily activities (at home, at work or at school) because of
a long-term physical or mental condition (lasting six months or more)?
Valid range: 1-2
Sight disability (Q1_19B1D)
(@53 1.)
Hearing disability (Q1_19B2D) `
(@54 1.)
Communication disability (Q1_19B3D)
(@55 1.)
Movement disability (Q1_19B4D)
(@56 1)
Standing disability (Q1_19B5D)
(@57 1)
Grasping disability (Q1_19B6D)
(@58 1)
Intellectual disability (Q1_19B7D)
(@59 1)
Emotional disability (Q1_19B8D)
(@60 1)
Other disability (Q1_19B9D)
(@61 1)
Q1.19b Describe the difficulty or difficulties that … has?
Note: These questions were only asked in respect of people who were said to be limited
in their daily activities.
Valid range for Sight disability to Emotional disability: 1-2
Valid range for Other disability: 1
Water fetching (Q1_20FET)
(@62 1.)
Q1.20 In the last seven days, did … fetch water for home use (not for sale)?
Valid range: 1-2
Wood fetching (Q1_21FET)
(@63 1.)
Q1.21 In the last seven days, did … fetch wood/dung for home use as fuel (not for sale)?
Valid range: 1-2

SECTION 4:
Government old age pension (Q4_1GOVP)
Q4.1 Old age pension from the government
Valid range: 1-3

(@64 1.)

Retirement benefit (Q4_2WRKP)
Q4.2 Pension from his/her specific work/retirement benefits
Valid range: 1-3

(@65 1.)

Disability grant(Q4_3DISS)
Q4.3 Disability grant from government
Valid range: 1-3

(@66 1.)

Compensation Fund (Q4_4WRKC)
Q4.4 Compensation Fund
Valid range: 1-3

(@67 1.)

State child support (Q4_5STAT)
Q4.5 State maintenance grant or child support grant
Valid range: 1-3

(@68 1.)

Private maintenance (Q4_6PRIV)
Q4.6 Private maintenance from parent or former spouse
Valid range: 1-3

(@69 1.)

Care dependency grant (Q4_7DEPE)
Q4.7 Care dependency (single care) grant
Valid range: 1-3

(@70 1.)

Foster care grant (Q4_8FOST)
Q4.8 Foster care grant
Valid range: 1-3

(@71 1.)

UIF benefit (Q4_9INSF)
Q4.9 Unemployment Insurance Fund
Valid range: 1-3

(@72 1.)

Support from outside household (Q4_10FIN)
(@73 1.)
Q4.10 Remittance/financial support from persons not in the household
Valid range: 1-3
Gratuities (Q4_11LUM)
Q4.11 Gratuities/other lump sum
Valid range: 1-3

(@74 1.)

Other income (Q4_12AOT)
Q4.12 Other sources
Valid range: 1-3

(@75 1.)

Total income (Q1.13TOT)
(@76 2.)
Q4.13 What was …’s total income in the last month, including money from work and all
the sources mentioned?
Valid range: 01-11

Province (PROV)
Derived variable: First digit of the unique household number.
Valid range: 1-9
1. Western Cape
2. Eastern Cape
3. Northern Cape
4. Free State
5. KwaZulu-Natal
6. North West
7. Gauteng
8. Mpumalanga
9. Northern Province

(@78 1.)

Rural/urban (EATYPE)
Valid range: 1-2 : 1=urban; 2=rural

(@79 1.)

Enumeration area type is a classification of EAs according to (human) settlement. There
were two principles guiding the assignment of an EA to a particular class or type. The
first one was the EAs specific geographical location. The second principle was the kind
of dwellings that were most common within the EA. These two principles led to
locational and settlement types as follows:
Urban - EAs within municipal or local authority boundaries. These can be further
classified as:
* Ordinary town or city area as well as vacant areas. Various formal structures can
be found, e.g. houses, blocks of flats and businesses.
* Area with mainly informal dwellings (so-called 'squatter areas').
* Area with mainly hostels, e.g. mine, factory and municipal hostels.
* Area with mainly institutions e.g. prisons and hospitals.
Rural - EAs with population concentrations adjacent to a municipal border (an EA
must have one common boundary with the municipal border) and EAs situated in rural
areas (not sharing A common boundary with a proclaimed urban municipal area).
These can be further classified as:
* Semi-town (i.e., a town without a local authority) with predominantly formal
dwellings.
* Area with mainly informal dwellings.
* Area with mainly hostels.
* Area with mainly institutions.
* Semi-town (i.e. a town without a local authority) with predominantly formal
dwellings such as mining, and industrial towns where housing for employees is
provided by employers.
* Village/settlement without a local authority and which is not situated within a tribal
area and with formal and semi-formal dwellings such as houses, huts and
rondavels.
* Tribal authority area with villages.

* Area with mainly informal dwellings.
* Area with mainly hostels.
* Area with mainly institutions.
* Area with farms, agricultural holdings, holiday resorts, agricultural schools and
colleges.
* Tribal authority area outside of villages.
Individual weight (WGT4)
(@80 8.)
Derived variable: Based on projected population estimates for October 1998 by
population group, gender, age group and province.
SECTION 2 (BIRTHS) Filename: BIRTHS
NOTES:
This file includes information for all women who have ever given birth. Only live births
were recorded, excluding still births and children adopted by the mother.
Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1

13.)

Person no (PERSONNR)
(@14 2.)
FLAP Column heading. The respondent number of the mother.
Valid range: 01-31
Note: The first two variables (fifteen digits) together create a unique person identifier
which can be used to link individual information in this file with individual information
in other files.
SECTION 2:
Live births (Q2-1LIVE)
(@16 2.)
Q2.1 How many children (live births) has … given birth to in the last 12 months?
Valid range: 1-2
Children still alive (Q2-2CHIL))
Q2.2 How many of these children are still living?
Valid range: 0-2

(@18

2.)

Weight (WGT4)
(@20 8.)
Derived variable: The weight is the inclusion probability as described in the paragraph
“Weights” under “Sample design”.
SECTION 2 (CHILDREN) Filename: CHILDREN
NOTES:
This file includes information for all children of all women who have ever given birth.
Only live births were recorded, excluding still births and children adopted by the mother.

Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1

13.)

Person no (PERSONNR)
(@14 2.)
FLAP Column heading. The respondent number of the mother.
Valid range: 01-31
Note: The first two variables (fifteen digits) together create a unique person identifier
which can be used to link individual information in this file with individual information
in other files.
Birth order (Q2_3CHIL)
(@16 2.)
Q2.3 List of children born in the last 12 months.
Note 1: The line number, which represents the birth order, was recorded.
Note 2: UQNR, PERSONNR and this variable together create a unique 17-digit identifier
for every birth recorded.
Valid range: 01-02
Gender of child (Q2_4GEND)
Q2.4 Is/was the child a boy or a girl?
Valid range: 1-2

(@18

1.)

Year of birth (Q2_5YEAR)
Month of birth (Q2_5MONT)
Day of birth (Q2-5DAYB)
Q2.6 In what year, month and day was the child born?
Valid range:
Year of birth: 1998-1999
Month of birth: 01-12
Day of birth: 01-31

(@19 4.)
(@23 2.)
(@25 2.)

Place born (Q2_6BIRT)
Q2.6 Where was the child born?
Valid range: 1-3

(@27

Child alive (Q2_7STIL)
Q2.7 Is the child still alive?
Valid range: 1-2

(@28 1.)

1.)

Child living with household (Q2_8LIVI)
(@29 1.)
Q2.8 Is the child currently living with this household?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of children who were said to be still living.
Valid range: 1-2
Year died (Q2_9YEAR)
Month died (Q2_9MONT)

(@30 4.)
(@34 2.)

Day died (Q2_9DAY)
(@36 2.)
Q2.13 In what year, month and day did the child die?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of children who were said to have died.
Valid range:
Year died: 1998-1999
Month died: 01-12
Day died: 01-31
Weight (WGT4 )
(@38 8.)
Derived variable: The weight is the inclusion probability as described in the paragraph
“Weights” under “Sample design”.
SECTION 3 (WORKERS) Filename: WORKER
NOTES:
This file contains a record for all individuals aged 15 years or older
Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1

13.)

Person no (PERSONNR))
(@14 2.)
FLAP Column heading
Valid range: 01-31
Note: The first two variables (fifteen digits) together create a unique person identifier
which can be used to link individual information in this file with individual information
in other files.
Respondent to questions (Q3_0RESP)
Q3.0 Who is responding to these questions?
Valid range: 1-2

(@16 1.)

Worked past 7 days (Q3_1WRKP)
(@17 1.)
Q3.1 During the past seven days, did … do work for pay, profit, or family gain? For
example
 formal work for a salary, wage or profit
 informal work such as making things for sale, selling things or providing a service
 work on a farm or land, whether for a wage or as part of the household’s farming
activities
 casual/seasonal work
Valid range: 1-4
Job although absent (Q3_2AHAV)
(@18 1.)
Q3.2a During the past seven days, did … actually have a full time, part time, or a
casual/seasonal job even though he/she was absent from work?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said not to have
worked in the past seven days.

Valid range: 1-2
Reason no job (Q3_2BCAT)
(@19 1.)
Q3.2b In which of the following categories does … fall?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said not to have a job
to return to.
Valid range: 1-8
Reason absent from work (Q3_3RSNN)
(@20 2.)
Q3.3 Why did …not work during the past seven days?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said to have a job to
return to.
Valid range: 01-12
Hours worked (Q3_4AHOU)
(@22 3.)
Q3.4a How many hours did … actually work during the past seven days?
Note: This question and the questions which follow were only asked in respect of persons
who were said to have worked in the past 7 days.
Valid range: 001-168
Hours usually worked (Q3_4BUSU)
Q3.4b How many hours per week does … usually work?
Valid range: 001-168

(@25

3.)

Like more work (Q3_5MORE)
Q3.5 Would … like to work more hours?
Valid range: 1-3

(@28

1.)

Type of employment (Q3_6WRKF)
Q3.6 Who does … work for?
Valid range: 1-3

(@29

1.)

How many employers (Q3_7NREM)
(@30 1.)
Q3.7 Does … work for? (options provided)
Note: This question and those which follow were asked in respect of persons who were
working for someone else, whether or not they also worked for themselves.
Valid range: 1-2
Industry of employee (Q3_9FIRM)
(@31 3.)
Q3.8 What is the name of …’s employer (firm, institution or private individual)?
Q3.9 What is the main activity of …’s employer (firm, institution or private employer)?
Note: These questions were both write-in. The responses were post-coded to three digits
on the basis of the International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic
Activities (ISIC) 1993 (see elsewhere in documentation for codes).
Valid range: 010-990

Occupation of employee (Q3_10OCC)
(@34 4.)
Q3.10 What kind of work is … doing at his/her main job?
Note: This question was write-in and post-coded to four digits on the basis of the
International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO 88) (see elsewhere in
documentation for codes).
Valid range: 1110-9390 and 0810-0850
Employment start year (Q3_11YEA)
(@38 4.)
Employment start month (Q3_11MON)
(@42 2.)
Q3.11 When did … start working with the employer mentioned above (firm, institution
or private individual) State year and month
Valid range:
Employment start year: 1906-1999
Employment start month: 01-12
Nature of contract (Q3_12WRK)
Q3.12 Is …’s work (options provided)
Valid range: 1-6

(@44 1.)

Written contract (Q3_13CON)
Q3.13 Does … have any written contract with the employer?
Valid range: 1-3

(@45 1.)

Payer (Q3_14WHO)
Q3.14 Who pays ….?
Valid range: 1-5

(@46 1.)

Pension contribution (Q3_15PEN)
(@47 1.)
Q3.15 Does …’s employer contribute to a medical aid or health insurance scheme?
Valid range: 1-3
Medical aid contribution (Q3_16MED)
(@48 1.)
Q3.16 Does …’s employer contribute to a medical aid or health insurance scheme?
Valid range: 1-3
Paid leave (Q3.17PAI)
Q3.17 Does … get any paid leave?
Valid range: 1-3

(@49 1.)

Union membership (Q3_18TRA)
Q3.18 Is … a member of a trade union?
Valid range: 1-3

(@50

1.)

Employment sector (Q3_19EMP)
Q3.19 Is this employment in: (options provided)
Valid range: 1-2

(@51

1.)

Income of employee (Q3_20AEM)
Time period of payment (Q3_20BEM)
Income bracket (Q3_20CEM)
Q3.20 What is …’s total salary/pay at the main job?
Note 1: This question asked for the actual amount, for the period
which of 14 brackets the amount fell. The first variables records the
the period and the third the bracket.
Note 2: The question was write-in for the amount.
Valid range for amount: 000001-920920
Valid range for period: 1-3
Valid range for bracket: 01-15

(@52 6.)
(@58 1.)
(@59 2.)
of payment and in
amount, the second

Additional work (Q3_21WRK)
(@61 1.)
Q3.21 In the past seven days, did …do any work for him/herself, such as making things
for sale, selling things or providing a service?
Note: This question was asked in respect of all persons who were said to have worked in
the past 7 days.
Valid range: 1-2
Industry of self-employed (Q3_22EMP)
(@62 3.)
Q3.22 What is the main activity of … or his/her business?
Note 1: This and the following questions were only asked in respect of people who were
said to have done work for themselves in the past seven days.
Note 2: The question was write-in. Industry was post-coded to three digits on the basis of
the International Standard Industrial Classification of all Economic Activities (ISIC)
1993 (see elsewhere in documentation for codes).
Valid range: 010-990
Occupation of self-employed (Q3_23EMP)
(@65 4.)
Q3.23 Describe the work … does/did for him/herself or for his/her business?
Note: This question was write-in. Occupation was post-coded to four digits on the basis
of the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO 88).
(see elsewhere in documentation for codes).
Valid range: 1110-9390 and 0810-0850
Sector (Q3_24BUS)
(@69 1.)
Q3.24 Now I would like to determine whether …’s job/business is/was formal
(registered) or informal (unregistered)… Do you consider …’s work/business to be
formal or informal?
Note: The ellipsis indicates a paragraph which the interviewer was required to read out,
explaining different types of registration and nothing that “Many small businesses do not
register at any of the above offices.”
Valid range: 1-2
VAT number (Q3_25VAT)

(@70

1.)

Q3.25 Does/did … have a VAT number:
Valid range: 1-3
Income of self-employed (Q3_26AEM)
(@71 6.)
Time period of payment (Q3_26BSE)
(@77 1.)
Income bracket (Q3_26CSE)
(@78 2.)
Note: This question was write-in.
Q3.26 What is/was …’s total income (before deducting expenses) from his/her own
activities/business?
Note: This question asked for the actual amount, for the period of payment and in which
of 16 brackets the amount fell. The first variable records the amount, the second records
the period and the third records the bracket.
Valid range for amount: 000001-500010
Valid range for period: 1-3
Valid range for bracket: 01-15
Unpaid employees (Q3_27ANR)
(@80 3.)
Paid employees (Q3_27BNR)
(@83 3.)
Q3.27 How many people are/were working for … (including unpaid and family workers)
during the last month that he/she worked?
Valid range for unpaid employees: 000-011
Valid range for paid employees: 000-600
Payment method (Q3_28HOW)
(@86 1.)
Q3.28 How is … being paid for the service/work that he/she provides or for the product
that he/she sells?
Valid range: 1-3
Acceptance of job (Q3_29ACC)
(@87 1.)
Q3.29 If a suitable job is offered, will … accept it?
Note: This and the following questions were only asked in respect of persons who were
said not to have worked in the past seven days and did not have a job to return to.
Valid range: 1-3
When can start work (Q3_30STA)
(@88 1.)
Q3.30 How soon can … start work?
Note: This and the following two questions were only asked in respect of persons who
were said to be willing to accept a job.
Valid range: 1-5
Time seeking work (Q3_31TIM)
Q3.31 How long has … been seeking work?
Valid range: 1-7

(@89 1.)

Work seeking first action (Q3_32AWH)
Work seeking second action (Q3_32BWH)

(@90 2.)
(@92 2.)

Work seeking third action (Q3_32CWH)
(@94 2.)
Q3.32 In the past four weeks, what has … done to find work?
Note: Up to three workseeking activities were recorded in respect of any one individual.
Valid range: 01-10
Odd jobs (Q3_33ODD)
Q3.33 Did … do any odd jobs during the past seven days?
Valid range: 1-2

(@96

1.)

Any previous work (Q3_34WRK)
(@97 1.)
Q3.34 Has … ever worked for pay, profit or family gain, for example
 Formal work for a salary, wage or profit
 Informal work such as making things for sale, selling things or providing a service
 Work on a farm or land, whether for a wage or as part of the household’s farming
activities
 Casual/seasonal work
Valid range: 1-2
Time since last worked (Q3_35LST)
(@98 1.)
Q3.35 How long ago was it since … last worked?
Note: This and the following question were only asked in respect of persons who were
said to have worked previously.
Valid range: 1-7
Duration of last job (Q3_36WOR)
Q3.36 How long did … work in his/her last job?
Valid range: 1-9

(@99 1.)

Reason not worked (Q3_37NOT)
Q3.37 Why did … not work during the past seven days?
Valid range: 01-11

(@100 2.)

Means of support (Q3_38SUP)
Q3.38 How does … support him/herself?
Valid range: 2-8

(@102 1.)

Gender (B_GENDER)
FLAP B. Is … (options provided)
Valid range: 1-2

(@103 1.)

Age (C1_AGE)
FLAP C. Age in completed years
Valid range: 015-106

(@104 3.)

Population group (D_RACE)
FLAP D. What population group does … belong to?

(@107 1.)

Valid range: 1-5
Highest education level (Q1_4AHIG)
Q1.10 What is the highest level of education that … has completed?
Valid range: 00-22

(@108

2.)

Field of training (Q1_7TRAI)
Q1.7 In what field was the training?
Valid range: 01-13

(@110 2.)

Economic sector (INDUST)
(@112 2.)
Derived variable: Derived from Industry of employee or, if this is missing or not
applicable, Industry of self-employed.
Valid range: 01-11, 66 and 90
Values:
01=Industry codes 100-199 (Agriculture)
02=Mining codes 200-299 (Mining)
03=Industry codes 300-399 (Manufacturing)
04=Industry codes 400-499 (Utilities)
05=Industry codes 500-599 (Construction)
06=Industry codes 600-699 (Trade)
07=Industry codes 700-799 (Transport)
08=Industry codes 800-899 (Finance)
09=Industry codes 900-999 (Services)
10=Industry code 010 (Domestic Services)
11=Industry codes 020 and 030 extra-territorial organisations and foreign governments
66=Industry codes 060 not elsewhere classified
90= Industry code 090 not adequately defined
Occupation (OCCUP)
(@114 2.)
Derived variable: Derived from Occupation of employee or, if this is missing or not
applicable, Occupation of self-employed.
Valid range: 00-11
Values:
01=Occupation codes 1000-1999 (Managers)
02=Occupation codes 2000-2999 (Professionals)
03=Occupation codes 3000-3999 (Semi-professionals Technicians)
04=Occupation codes 4000-4999 (Clerks)
05=Occupation codes 5000-5999 (Salesperson and skilled service workers)
06=Occupation codes 6000-6999 (Skilled agricultural workers)
07=Occupation codes 7000-7999 (Artisans)
08=Occupation codes 8000-8999 (Operators)
09=Occupation codes 9000-9999 excluding code 9131 (Elementary, routine workers)
11=Occupation code 9131 (Domestic worker)

Official employment status (STATUS1)
(@116 1.)
Derived variable: Derived from a logical series of steps involving Worked past 7 days,
Job although absent, Work category, Reason absent from work, Acceptance of job, Time
to start work, Work seeking action.
Note: The difference between this and the following variable is that, to qualify as
unemployed, a person needs to be willing to accept work within a week and have taken
action to find work during the past month. If these conditions are not satisfied, the person
is classified as not economically active.
Valid range: 0-2
Values:
1=Employed
2=Unemployed
0=Not economically active
Expanded employment status (STATUS2)
(@117 1.)
Derived variable: Derived from a logical series of steps involving Worked past 7 days,
Job although absent, Work category, Reason absent from work, Acceptance of job, Time
to start work.
Note: See official employment status
Valid range: 0-2
Values:
1=Employed
2=Unemployed
0=Not economically active
Province (PROV)
Derived variable: First digit of unique household identifier.
Valid range: 1-9
1. Western Cape
2 Eastern Cape
3 Northern Cape
4 Free State
5 KwaZulu-Natal
6 North West
7 Gauteng
8 Mpumalanga
9 Northern Province

(@118 1.)

Rural/urban (EATYPE)
Valid range: 1-2 : 1=urban; 2=rural

(@119 1.)

Enumeration area type is a classification of EAs according to (human) settlement. There
were two principles guiding the assignment of an EA to a particular class or type. The
first one was the EAs specific geographical location. The second principle was the kind

of dwellings that were most common within the EA. These two principles led to
locational and settlement types as follows:
Urban - EAs within municipal or local authority boundaries. These can be further
classified as:
* Ordinary town or city area as well as vacant areas. Various formal structures can
be found, e.g. houses, blocks of flats and businesses.
* Area with mainly informal dwellings (so-called 'squatter areas').
* Area with mainly hostels, e.g. mine, factory and municipal hostels.
* Area with mainly institutions e.g. prisons and hospitals.
Rural - EAs with population concentrations adjacent to a municipal border (an EA
must have one common boundary with the municipal border) and EAs situated in rural
areas (not sharing A common boundary with a proclaimed urban municipal area).
These can be further classified as:
* Semi-town (i.e., a town without a local authority) with predominantly formal
dwellings.
* Area with mainly informal dwellings.
* Area with mainly hostels.
* Area with mainly institutions.
* Semi-town (i.e. a town without a local authority) with predominantly formal
dwellings such as mining, and industrial towns where housing for employees is
provided by employers.
* Village/settlement without a local authority and which is not situated within a tribal
area and with formal and semi-formal dwellings such as houses, huts and
rondavels.
* Tribal authority area with villages.
* Area with mainly informal dwellings.
* Area with mainly hostels.
* Area with mainly institutions.
* Area with farms, agricultural holdings, holiday resorts, agricultural schools and
colleges.
* Tribal authority area outside of villages.
Individual weight (WGT4)
(@120 8.)
Derived variable: Based on projected population estimates for October 1999 by
population group, gender, age group and province.
SECTION 5 (MIGRANT WORKERS) Filename: MIGRANT
NOTES:
This file only includes data for households with response 1=Yes to:
Q5.1 Are there any persons who are regarded as members of this household, but who
were away for a month or more because they are migrant workers?
For these households, there is one record for each migrant recorded for the household.

Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1 13.)

Migrant no (MIGRANTN)
(@14 1.)
SECTION 5 Column heading
Valid range: 1-9
Note: This variable added to the unique household identifier (UQNR) creates a unique
migrant identifier.
SECTION 5:
Gender (Q5_3GEND)
Q5.3 Is … (options provided)
Valid range: 1-2

(@15

1.)

Age (Q5_4AGE)
Q5.4 How old is …?
Valid range: 008-081

(@16 3.)

Occupation (Q5_5OCCU)
(@19 4.)
Q5.5 What type of work is … doing as a migrant worker?
Note: Note: This question was write-in and post-coded to four digits on the basis of the
International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO 88).
Valid range: 0810-0850 and 1110-9390
Industry (Q5_6INDU)
(@23 3.)
Q5.6 What is the main activity of …’s firm, institution or private employer?
Valid range: 010 – 990
Home visits (Q5_7COME)
Q5.7 How often does … come home?
Valid range: 1-7

(@26 1.)

Money for household (Q5_8BRIN)
Q5.8 How often does … sned or bring money to the household?
Valid range: 1-5

(@27

1.)

Weight (HHWGT)
(@28 8.)
Derived variable: The weight is the inclusion probability as described in the paragraph
“Weights” under “Sample design”
SECTION 6 (HOUSEHOLDS) Filename: HOUSE
Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1

13.)

PSU Number (PSUNR)
COVER: PSU number
These digits also constitute the first seven digits of the UQNR

(@14

7.)

Dwelling Number (DWELLNR)
COVER: Dwelling unit number
Valid range: 0001-1465
These digits also constitute the 8th-11th digits of the UQNR

(@21

4)

Household Number (HHNR)
COVER: Household number
Valid range: 01-14
These digits also constitute the 12th and 13th digits of the UQNR

(@25

2.)

Type of dwelling (Q6_1AMAI)
(@27 2.)
Type of dwelling (Q6_1BOTH)
(@29 2.)
Q6.1 Indicate the type of main dwelling and other dwelling(s) that the household
occupies?
Note: The questionnaire states that more than one type can be marked for “other”
dwellings. However, only one “other” type was recorded in the data for each household.
Valid range: 01-11
Main roof material (Q6_2AROO)
(@31 2.)
Main wall material (Q6_2BWAL)
(@33 2.)
Q6.2 What is the main material used for the roof and the walls of the main dwelling?
Valid range: 01-12
Ownership of dwelling (Q6_3HHOW)
Q6.3 Is the dwelling (options provided)
Valid range: 1-6

(@35 1.)

Number of rooms (Q6_4ROOM)
(@36 2.)
Q6.4 What is the total number of rooms in the dwelling(s) that the household occupies?
Note: Rooms excludes bathrooms and toilets.
Valid range: 01-23
Housing subsidy (Q6_5SUBS)
(@38 1.)
Q6.5 Did this household receive a government housing subsidy to obtain this dwelling to
any other dwelling?
Valid range: 1-3
Land grant (Q6_6LAND)
(@39 1.)
Q6.5 Did this household receive a government land grant to obtain a plot of land for
residence or for farming?
Valid range: 1-3

Main water source (Q6_7WATE)
Q6.7 What is this household’s main source of water?
Valid range: 01-12

(@40 2.)

Distance from water source (Q6_8FARW)
(@42 1.)
Q6.8 How far is the water source from the dwelling?
Note: This question and the following two questions were asked of all households for
which the response to the previous question was not 1.
Valid range: 1-6
Payment for water (Q6_9PAYW)
Q6.9 Does the household pay for water?
Valid range: 1-2

(@43

1.)

Main energy source for cooking (Q6_10ACO)
(@44 2.)
Main energy source for heating (Q6_10BHE)
(@46 2.)
Main energy source for lighting (Q6_10CLI)
(@48 2.)
Q6.10 What is the main source of energy/fuel for this household?
Note: The questionnaire provided separate columns for recording the main fuel for each
of cooking, heating and lighting.
Valid range for cooking: 01-06; 08-11
Valid range for heating: 01-06; 08-11
Valid range for lighting: 01-04, 07, 09-11
Distance of fuel (Q6_11FAR)
(@50 1.)
Q6.11 How far is the wood or dung if it has to be fetched?
Note: This question was only addressed to household’s whose main source of fuel for
cooking and/or heating was wood or animal dung.
Valid range: 1-5
Toilet (Q6_12TOI)
(@51 2.)
Q6.12 What type of toilet facility is available for this household?
Note: The first digit of the code is used to indicate whether the toilet is in the dwelling
(1), on site (2), or off site (3). The second digit corresponds to the options on the
questionnaire. Households with no toilet, or none of the specified types, are indicated by
code 36 for no toilet off site.
Valid range:
Toilet in dwelling: 11
Toilet on site: 21-25
Toilet off site: 31-37
Shared toilet (Q6_13SHA)
Q6.13 Is the toilet facility shared with other households?
Valid range: 1-2

(@53

1.)

Distance from toilet (Q6_14FAR)
(@54 1.)
Q6.14 How far is the nearest toilet facility to which the household has access?
Note: This question was asked if the toilet was not in the dwelling.
Valid range: 1-4
Removal of bucket toilet (Q6_15REM)
(@55 1.)
Q6.15 How frequently is it removed?
Note: This question was asked if the household was using a bucket toilet.
Valid range: 1-4
Refuse disposal (Q6_16REF)
Q6.16 How is the refuse or rubbish of this household disposed of?
Valid range: 1-8

(@56

1.)

Street lighting (Q6_17STR)
Q6.17 Do you have any street lighting where you live?
Valid range: 1-2

(@57 1.)

Telephone (Q6_18TEL)
(@58 1.)
Q6.18 Does this household have a telephone, either in the dwelling or regular use of a
cellular telephone?
Valid range: 1-2
Distance from telephone (Q6_19FAR)
(@59 1.)
Q6.19 How many minutes do you have to travel to the nearest telephone you can use (by
your usual means of transport)?
Note: This question was only asked if the household did not have a telephone in the
dwelling or regular use of a cellular telephone.
Valid range: 1-6
Receiving mail (Q6_20HOW)
Q6.20 How does this household receive most of its mail/post?
Valid range: 1-9

(@60 1.)

Post office (Q6_21POS)
(@61 1.)
Q6.21 Is there a post office or post office agent within a 30 minute (2km) walk of this
dwelling?
Valid range: 1-2
Radio (Q6_22RAD)
Q6.22 Does this household have a radio?
Valid range: 1-2

(@62 1.)

Television (Q6_23TEL)
Q6.23 Does this household have a television?
Valid range: 1-2

(@63

1.)

Motor vehicle (Q6_24OWN)
(@64 1.)
Q6.24 Does this household own a motor vehicle (car, bakkie, van, station wagon,
minibus) which is in running order?
Valid range: 1-2
Train nearby (Q6_25A1T)
(@65 1.)
Bus nearby (Q6_26A3B)
(@66 1.)
Minibus nearby (Q6_26A2T)
(@67 1.)
Q6.25a Are any of the following public transport services within a 15 minute (1 km) walk
of this dwelling?
Note: This question was only asked if at least one of the three modes of transport was not
within a 15 minute/1 km walk.
Valid range: 1-3
Train distance (Q6_25B1T)
(@68 1.)
Bus distance (Q6_26B3B)
(@69 1.)
Minibus distance (Q6_26B2T)
(@70 1.)
Q6.25b If they are not, are any of them within a 30 minute (2 km) walk of this dwelling?
Valid range: 1-3
Primary school (Q6_26PRI)
(@71 1.)
Secondary school (Q6_26SEC)
(@72 1.)
Clinic (Q6_26CLI)
(@73 1.)
Shop (Q6_26SHO)
(@74 1.)
Q6.26 Are any of the following facilities within a 30 minute (2 km) walk of this
dwelling?
Valid range: 1-3
Death (Q6_27ADE)
Injury (Q6_27BIN)
Job loss (Q6_27CLO)
Loss of remittance (Q6_27DDE)
Loss of grant (Q6_27EDE)
Abandonment (Q6_27FDI)
Theft (Q6_27AGDE)
Bankruptcy (Q6_27HFA)
Q6.27 Has any of the following events or situations occurred in this
past twelve months?
Valid range: 1-2

(@75 1.)
(@76 1.)
(@77 1.)
(@78 1.)
(@79 1.)
(@80 1.)
(@81 1.)
(@82 1.)
household over the

Sick with AIDS (Q6_28AID)
(@83 1.)
Q6.28 Is there any member of this household who is sick with AIDS?
Valid range: 1-3
HIV positive (Q6_29HIV)

(@84

1.)

Q6.29 Is there any member of this household who you know is HIV positive but is not
sick?
Valid range: 1-3
AIDS death (Q6_30AID)
(@85
Q6.30 Is three any member of this household who has died of AIDS?
Valid range: 1-3

1.)

Total expenditure: (Q6_31TOT)
Q6.31 What was the total household expenditure in the last month?
Valid range: 01-10

2.)

(@86

Food expenditure: (Q6_32FOO)
(@88 2.)
Q6.32 What was the household’s expenditure on food (excluding non-food groceries) last
month? Do not forget expenditures when people eat away from home e.g. at work or in a
restaurant.
Valid range: 01-10
Transport expenditure: (Q6_33TRA)
(@90 2.)
Q6.33 What was the household’s expenditure on public transport (train, bus or minibus
taxi) last month?
Valid range: 01-10
Afford to feed children (Q6_34NOF)
(@92 1.)
Q6.34 In the past year, was there ever a time when children under 7 years of age went
hungry because there was not enough money to buy food?
Note: This question was asked of households which included persons under 7 years of
age.
Valid range: 1-2
Hunger (Q6_35NOF)
(@93 1.)
Q6.35 In the past year, was there ever a time when (other) member of the household went
hungry because there was not enough money to buy food?
Valid range: 1-2
Total income (Q6_36AMT)
(@94 2.)
Q6.36 What was the total household income in the last month, including wage, salaries,
government grants, private pensions and all other sources of income?
Valid range: 01-10
Savings account (Q6_37ASA)
Stokvel savings (Q6_37BST)
Pension savings (Q6_37CPE)
Unit trust (Q6_37DST)
Cash loans (Q6_37ELO)
Life insurance (Q6_37FLI)

(@96
(@97
(@98
(@99
(@100
(@101

1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)

Other savings (Q6_37GOT)
(@102 1.)
Q6.37 Does this household, or a household member, own any of the following financial
assets?
Valid range: 1-2
Family member (Q6_38AFA)
(@103 1.)
Neighbour (Q6_38BNE)
(@104 1.)
Dealer (Q6_38CSH)
(@105 1.)
Cooperative (Q6_38ADCO)
(@106 1.)
Bank (Q6_38ECO)
(@107 1.)
Land Bank (Q6_38FLA)
(@108 1.)
Government agency (Q6_38GGO)
(@109 1)
Stokvel (Q6_38HST)
(@110 1.)
NGO (Q6_38ING)
(@111 1.)
Money lender (Q6_38JMO)
(@112 1.)
Farmer (Q6_38KFA)
(@113 1.)
Other lender (Q6_38LOT)
(@114 1.)
Q6.38 Did the household, or a household member, receive cash loans or buy on credit
from any of the following in the past 12 months?
Valid range: 1-2
Things compared with previous year (Q6_39LIF)
(@115 1.)
Q6.39 Thinking back, how do you feel about your life now compared to twelve months
ago?
Valid range: 1-3
Say in community (Q6_40COM)
(@116 1.)
Q6.40 Do you think you have a say in decisions that affect your community?
Valid range: 1-2
Say in country (Q6_41COU)
(@117
Q6.41 Do you think you have a say in decisions that affect the country?
Valid range: 1-2

1.)

Grow produce (Q6_42GRO)
(@118 1.)
Q6.42 Does your household grow any produce, e.g. maize or other crops, cereals,
vegetables or fruit, or keep any stock, such as cattle, sheep, goats, horses, even chickens
or for own use?
Valid range: 1-2
Member owner (Q6_43ALA)
Traditional allocation (Q6_43BLA)
Allowed by owner (Q6_43CLA)
Cash rent (Q6_43DLA)
Provide worker (Q6_43ELA)
Share cropping (Q6_43FLA)

(@119
(@120
(@121
(@122
(@123
(@124

1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)

Right through work (Q6_43GLA)
(@125 1.)
Free access (Q6_43HLA)
(@126 1.)
Q6.43 What is the relationship between your household and the land or a member of the
legal entity that owns the land?
Valid range: 1-2
Why grow produce (Q6_44WHY)
Q6.44 Why does your household grow farm produce or keep stock?
Valid range: 1-4

(@127

1.)

Person who brings the most money into household (Q1_22MOS)
(@128 2.)
Q1.22 Who is the person who usually brings the most money into the household?
Valid range: 01-34
Total cash value of everything produced (Q7_7AMOU)
What was the total cash value in Rand over the past 12 months of everything that this
Household produced, whether to eat or to sell?
(@130 7.)

Province (PROV)
Derived variable: First digit of unique household identifier.
Valid range: 1-9
1. Western Cape
2. Eastern Cape
3. Northern Cape
4. Free State
5. KwaZulu-Natal
6. North West
7. Gauteng
8. Mpumalanga
9. Northern Province

(@137 1.)

Rural/urban (EATYPE)
(@138 1.)
Derived variable: Enumeration area types 1-29 recorded as urban and enumeration area
types 30-39 coded as rural.
Values: 1=urban; 2=rural
Individual weight (HHWGT)
(@139 8.)
Derived variable: Weighted to (growth-adjusted) 1996 population Census on the basis of
province and stratum.
SECTION 7 (FARMING) Filename: FARMING
NOTES:
This file contains a record for every member of each household where the response to
Q6.44 was 1-3.

Unique Number (UQNR)
Unique household identifier (13 digits)

(@1

13.)

Person no (PERSONNR))
(@14 2.)
FLAP Column heading
Valid range: 01-34
Note: The first two variables (fifteen digits) together create a unique person identifier
which can be used to link individual information in this file with individual information
in other files.
Farm last week (Q7_1HELP)
(@16 1.)
Q7.1 In the past seven days did … help in growing farm produce or in looking after
animals.
Valid range: 1-3
Large livestock in week (Q7_2AHEL)
(@17
Small livestock in week (Q7_2BWEE)
(@18
Milking in week (Q7_2CWEE)
(@19
Dairy products in week (Q7_2DWEE)
(@20
Other animal products in week (Q7_2EWEE)
(@21
Cereals in week (Q7_2FWEE)
(@22
Vegetables in week (Q7_2GWEE)
(@23
Fruit in week (Q7_2HWEE)
(@24
Q7.2 What did … help with?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said to
farm work in the past seven days.
Valid range: 1-2

1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
have done

Hours farming (Q7_3WEEK)
(@25 3.)
Q7.3 How many hours during the past seven days did … actually spend on these
activities?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said to have done any
of the eight activities in the previous question.
Valid range: 001-126
Farm past year (Q7_4HELP)
(@28 1.)
Q7.4 In the past 12 month did … help in growing produce or look after animals?
Valid range: 1-3
Large livestock in year (Q7_5AYEA)
Small livestock in year (Q7_5BYEA)
Milking in year (Q7_5CYEA)
Dairy products in year (Q7_5DYEA)
Other animal products in year (Q7_5EYEA)
Cereals in year (Q7_5FYEA)

(@29
(@30
(@31
(@32
(@33
(@34

1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)
1.)

Vegetables in year (Q7_5GYEA)
(@35 1.)
Fruit in year (Q7_5HYEA)
(@36 1.)
Q7.2 What did … help with?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said to have done
farm work in the past 12 months.
Valid range: 1-2
Usual hours (Q7_6YEAR)
(@37 3.)
Q7.6 How many hours per week did … usually spend on these activities in the past 12
months on average?
Note: This question was only asked in respect of persons who were said to have done at
least one of the eight activities in the previous question.
Valid range: 001-168

Individual weight (WGT4)
(@40 8.)
Derived variable: Based on projected population estimates for October 1999 by
population group, gender, age group and province.

