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South Africa - South African Census 1960

Overview

Identification
ID NUMBER
zaf-usaocs-census-1960-v1.1

Version

VERSION DESCRIPTION
v1.1: Edited, anonymised data for licensed distribution

NOTES
Version 1 of the dataset was obtained by DataFirst in July 2012. Labels were added to the data of this version, version 1.1.
The questionnaire for this census is missing. There is also no data file for Africans.

Overview

KIND OF DATA
Census/enumeration data [cen]

UNITS OF ANALYSIS
Units of analysis in the survey include households and individuals

Scope

NOTES
The 1960 census collected data on race, sex, marital status and marriage details, births, birthplace and nationality, usual
place of residence, dwelling type, employment status, occupation and industry, language and literacy, level and type of
education, religion and income

Coverage

GEOGRAPHIC COVERAGE
The survey had national coverage

GEOGRAPHIC UNIT
The lowest level of geographic aggregation covered by the data was town.

UNIVERSE
The census covered all households in South Africa

Producers and Sponsors

PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR(S)

Name Affiliation

Union of South Africa Office of Census and Statistics 

Metadata Production

METADATA PRODUCED BY
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South Africa - South African Census 1960

Name Abbreviation Affiliation Role

DataFirst University of Cape Town Metadata Producer

DATE OF METADATA PRODUCTION
2012-08-01

DDI DOCUMENT VERSION
Version 1

DDI DOCUMENT ID
ddi-zaf-datafirst-census-1960-v1
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South Africa - South African Census 1960

Sampling

No content available
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South Africa - South African Census 1960

Questionnaires

Overview

The dataset was obtained without a questionnaire and this is currently being sourced by DataFirst
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South Africa - South African Census 1960

Data Collection

Data Collection Dates
Start End Cycle

Data Collection Mode
Face-to-face [f2f] 

Questionnaires

The dataset was obtained without a questionnaire and this is currently being sourced by DataFirst
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South Africa - South African Census 1960

Data Processing

No content available
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Data Appraisal

No content available
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File Description
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Variable List
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South Africa - South African Census 1960

SA Census 1960 Coloureds

Content

Cases 229945 

Variable(s) 27 

Structure
Type: 
Keys: () 

Version

Producer

Missing Data

Variables

ID Name Label Type Format Question

V1 District District discrete character

V2 Subdistrict Sub district discrete character

V3 Urbanrural Urban/rural discrete numeric

V4 Town Town discrete character

V5 Race Race discrete numeric

V6 Sex Sex discrete numeric

V7 Age Age discrete numeric

V8 Mstatus Marital status discrete numeric

V9 Birthplace Birth place discrete numeric

V10 Occupation Occupation discrete character

V11 Wstatus Work status discrete numeric

V12 Employersid Employers identity discrete numeric

V13 Industry Industry discrete character

V14 Education Level of education discrete numeric

V15 Religion Religion discrete numeric

V16 Metro_area Metro area discrete numeric

V17 Natureofeduc Nature of education discrete numeric

V18 Home_language Home language discrete numeric

V19 Official_language Official language discrete numeric

V20 Childrenalive Number of children born alive discrete numeric

V21 Marriageage Age at first marriage contin numeric

V22 Timesmarried Number of times married discrete numeric

V23 Marriageduration Duration of marriage discrete numeric

V24 Nationality Nationality discrete numeric

V25 Residence Usual place of residence discrete numeric

V26 Dwellingtype Type of dwelling discrete numeric

V27 Income Income discrete numeric

11



South Africa - South African Census 1960

SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics

Content

Cases 71760 

Variable(s) 27 

Structure
Type: 
Keys: () 

Version

Producer

Missing Data

Variables

ID Name Label Type Format Question

V28 District District discrete character

V29 Subdistrict Sub district discrete character

V30 Urbanrural Urban/rural discrete numeric

V31 Town Town discrete character

V32 Race Race discrete numeric

V33 Sex Sex discrete numeric

V34 Age Age discrete numeric

V35 Mstatus Marital status discrete numeric

V36 Birthplace Birth place discrete numeric

V37 Occupation Occupation discrete character

V38 Wstatus Work status discrete numeric

V39 Employersid Employers identity discrete numeric

V40 Industry Industry discrete character

V41 Education Level of education discrete numeric

V42 Religion Religion discrete numeric

V43 Metro_area Metro area discrete numeric

V44 Natureofeduc Nature of education discrete numeric

V45 Home_language Home language discrete numeric

V46 Official_language Official language discrete numeric

V47 Childrenalive Number of children born alive discrete numeric

V48 Marriageage Age at first marriage contin numeric

V49 Timesmarried Number of times married discrete numeric

V50 Marriageduration Duration of marriage discrete numeric

V51 Nationality Nationality discrete numeric

V52 Residence Usual place of residence discrete numeric

V53 Dwellingtype Type of dwelling discrete numeric

V54 Income Income discrete numeric
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SA Census 1960 Whites

Content

Cases 307892 

Variable(s) 27 

Structure
Type: 
Keys: () 

Version

Producer

Missing Data

Variables

ID Name Label Type Format Question

V55 District District discrete character

V56 Subdistrict Sub district discrete character

V57 Urbanrural Urban/rural discrete numeric

V58 Town Town discrete character

V59 Race Race discrete numeric

V60 Sex Sex discrete numeric

V61 Age Age discrete numeric

V62 Mstatus Marital status discrete numeric

V63 Birthplace Birth place discrete numeric

V64 Occupation Occupation discrete character

V65 Wstatus Work status discrete numeric

V66 Employersid Employers identity discrete numeric

V67 Industry Industry discrete character

V68 Education Level of education discrete numeric

V69 Religion Religion discrete numeric

V70 Metro_area Metro area discrete numeric

V71 Natureofeduc Nature of education discrete numeric

V72 Home_language Home language discrete numeric

V73 Official_language Official language discrete numeric

V74 Childrenalive Number of children born alive discrete numeric

V75 Marriageage Age at first marriage contin numeric

V76 Timesmarried Number of times married discrete numeric

V77 Marriageduration Duration of marriage discrete numeric

V78 Nationality Nationality discrete numeric

V79 Residence Usual place of residence discrete numeric

V80 Dwellingtype Type of dwelling discrete numeric

V81 Income Income discrete numeric
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District (District) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 0

Sub district (Subdistrict) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 4

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 0

Urban/rural (Urbanrural) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 229940
Invalid: 5

Town (Town) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 0

Race (Race) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 229933
Invalid: 12

Sex (Sex) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview
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Sex (Sex) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-2

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 4

Age (Age) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 229939
Invalid: 6

Marital status (Mstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 229930
Invalid: 15

Birth place (Birthplace) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 229939
Invalid: 6

Occupation (Occupation) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 0

Work status (Wstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview
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Work status (Wstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 229937
Invalid: 8

Employers identity (Employersid) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 229303
Invalid: 642

Industry (Industry) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 0

Level of education (Education) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-80

Valid cases: 229939
Invalid: 6

Religion (Religion) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: -6-999

Valid cases: 229938
Invalid: 7

Metro area (Metro_area) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview
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Metro area (Metro_area) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 1
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 98300
Invalid: 131645

Nature of education (Natureofeduc) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-93

Valid cases: 229879
Invalid: 66

Home language (Home_language) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 229928
Invalid: 17

Official language (Official_language) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 229868
Invalid: 77

Number of children born alive (Childrenalive) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 40987
Invalid: 188958

Age at first marriage (Marriageage) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview
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Age at first marriage (Marriageage) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-91

Valid cases: 37553
Invalid: 192392
Minimum: 0
Maximum: 91
Mean: 22.2
Standard deviation: 5.3

Number of times married (Timesmarried) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 40963
Invalid: 188982

Duration of marriage (Marriageduration) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 4
Decimals: 0
Range: -200-1000

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 4

Nationality (Nationality) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 3
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-999

Valid cases: 229941
Invalid: 4

Usual place of residence (Residence) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 37276
Invalid: 192669

Type of dwelling (Dwellingtype) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
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Type of dwelling (Dwellingtype) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 40969
Invalid: 188976

Income (Income) 
File: SA Census 1960 Coloureds
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 2
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-91

Valid cases: 229920
Invalid: 25
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District (District) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 0

Sub district (Subdistrict) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 4

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 0

Urban/rural (Urbanrural) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Town (Town) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 0

Race (Race) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 20
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Sex (Sex) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview
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Sex (Sex) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-2

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Age (Age) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 23
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Marital status (Mstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 40
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 71745
Invalid: 15

Birth place (Birthplace) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 36
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-999

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Occupation (Occupation) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 0

Work status (Wstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview
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Work status (Wstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 47
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Employers identity (Employersid) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 39
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 71554
Invalid: 206

Industry (Industry) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 0

Level of education (Education) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 44
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-74

Valid cases: 71749
Invalid: 11

Religion (Religion) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 52
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 71748
Invalid: 12

Metro area (Metro_area) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview
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Metro area (Metro_area) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 22
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 51151
Invalid: 20609

Nature of education (Natureofeduc) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 37
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-93

Valid cases: 71745
Invalid: 15

Home language (Home_language) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 24
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 71729
Invalid: 31

Official language (Official_language) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 29
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 71550
Invalid: 210

Number of children born alive (Childrenalive) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 11
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 13201
Invalid: 58559

Age at first marriage (Marriageage) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview
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Age at first marriage (Marriageage) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-51

Valid cases: 12471
Invalid: 59289
Minimum: 0
Maximum: 51
Mean: 18.8
Standard deviation: 3.9

Number of times married (Timesmarried) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 25
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 13191
Invalid: 58569

Duration of marriage (Marriageduration) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 11
Decimals: 0
Range: -200-1000

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Nationality (Nationality) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 28
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 71750
Invalid: 10

Usual place of residence (Residence) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 36
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 12325
Invalid: 59435

Type of dwelling (Dwellingtype) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
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Type of dwelling (Dwellingtype) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 31
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 13193
Invalid: 58567

Income (Income) 
File: SA Census 1960 Indians and Asiatics
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 15
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-90

Valid cases: 71746
Invalid: 14
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District (District) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 0

Sub district (Subdistrict) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 4

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 0

Urban/rural (Urbanrural) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 307885
Invalid: 7

Town (Town) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 0

Race (Race) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 20
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 307886
Invalid: 6

Sex (Sex) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview
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Sex (Sex) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-9

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 5

Age (Age) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 23
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 5

Marital status (Mstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 40
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 307869
Invalid: 23

Birth place (Birthplace) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 36
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 307885
Invalid: 7

Occupation (Occupation) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 0

Work status (Wstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview
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Work status (Wstatus) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 47
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 307885
Invalid: 7

Employers identity (Employersid) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 39
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 305835
Invalid: 2057

Industry (Industry) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: character
Width: 3

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 0

Level of education (Education) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 44
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 307884
Invalid: 8

Religion (Religion) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 52
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 307886
Invalid: 6

Metro area (Metro_area) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview
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Metro area (Metro_area) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 22
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-9

Valid cases: 143974
Invalid: 163918

Nature of education (Natureofeduc) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 37
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 307845
Invalid: 47

Home language (Home_language) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 24
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 307869
Invalid: 23

Official language (Official_language) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 29
Decimals: 0
Range: 1-99

Valid cases: 307752
Invalid: 140

Number of children born alive (Childrenalive) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 11
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 82965
Invalid: 224927

Age at first marriage (Marriageage) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview
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Age at first marriage (Marriageage) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Type: Continuous
Format: numeric
Width: 10
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 81288
Invalid: 226604
Minimum: 0
Maximum: 99
Mean: 22.5
Standard deviation: 5

Number of times married (Timesmarried) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 25
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 83018
Invalid: 224874

Duration of marriage (Marriageduration) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 11
Decimals: 0
Range: -200-1000

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 5

Nationality (Nationality) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 28
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-999

Valid cases: 307887
Invalid: 5

Usual place of residence (Residence) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 36
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 80987
Invalid: 226905

Type of dwelling (Dwellingtype) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
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Type of dwelling (Dwellingtype) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 31
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 83029
Invalid: 224863

Income (Income) 
File: SA Census 1960 Whites
Overview

Type: Discrete
Format: numeric
Width: 15
Decimals: 0
Range: 0-99

Valid cases: 307874
Invalid: 18

32



South Africa - South African Census 1960

Documentation

Technical documents

1960 population census layout

Title 1960 population census layout

Date 1960-01-01

Country South Africa

Language English

Publisher(s) Union of South Africa Office of Census and Statistics

Description This document details the layout and codes for the data for the South African census of 1960

Filename Cen_1960_doc.pdf

Other materials

CENSUS 1960 DATA QUALITY NOTE

Title CENSUS 1960 DATA QUALITY NOTE

Date 20130308

Country South Africa

Language English

Publisher(s) DataFirst

Description This is a note on the usability of the dataset

Filename CENSUS 1960 DATA QUALITY NOTE.pdf
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