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became a territory with its own flag and national anthem, and with legislative powers in thefollowing matters :

I the administration and control of government departments such as education; welfareservices; the establishment, maintenance and control of clinics; control and licensingof buslnesses; the planning, financing and co-ordination of undertakings approved bythe Minister of co-operation and Development (formerly BA & D);
2 agriculture : conservation , irrigation , planning , etc .;
3 public works;

4 , births, marriages, etc.,.

5 the division and amalgamation of 'tribes' after consultation;
6 the establishment, maintenance and administration of townships, collection of revenues

and income tax;

7 the administration of the police force, etc .

According to the final consolidation plans of 1975, Lebowa was to be reduced from 14 geographi-
cal units to six, and the surface area increased by 270 449 ha to 2 518 000 ha. Lebowa rulersclaimed a large part of the Northern Transvaal which was not included in the plans, including
Pietersburg and Il other 'white' towns. The proposals for Lebowa's consolidation and these
subsequent claims have aroused controversy in Nationalist circles. Thechairman of th'e BIC,Dr Vil joen, said :

You cannot have a viable homeland that consists of isolated bits ... homeland
boundaries should make the homelands historically relevant, politically significant,
and economically viable whereas in fact they have simply been drawn to exclude as
many whites as possible . (SAIRR Survev 197S)

By March l9B0 Phatudi's government was still calling for the inclusion of ,white,towns of theNorthern Transvaal, among them Pietersburg, Tzaneen, Naboomspruit, Soekmekaar, Groblers-dal and Duiwelskloof (SAIRR Survev 1980, p 3tB). They claimed that ir,"r" islands surroundedby Lebowa should logically fall within its boundaries .

Phatudi - like otherChief Ministers - made the land question one of his govemment,s firstprlorities. As in other bantustans, conflicts emerged between the legislative assembly (and
the executlve ln particular) on the one hand, and the chiefs on the other, as the latter wereconstantly feeling that not enough was being done for their people and that their power wasbeing eroded by those heading the government.

In fact, the varlous legislative assemblies have received little legislative or administrativepower. As M C Botha, Ministerof BA & D, told the Lebowa legisiative assembly at theofficial opening in 1975 :

Politicians should therefore bear in mind that they should not try to take part in theadministration of their territory . (RDM, 25 .03 .75)

Many of the leadership disputes which have erupted and characterised Lebowa,s internalpolitics arise out of the contradictory situation in which its 'stooges' find themselves on day-to-day issues as well as on broader political decisions such as whetheror not to opt for'independence'.

The first Lebowa elections were held inApril 1973. No political parties had been formed, butthere was an unofficial 'ticket' of over 20 candidates who supporied the former Chief Minister,Chief Matlala (who was ousted by Phatudi). of these only three were elected, and only twoof the cabinet members were returned: this represented a strong rejection of the ,uneducated,
chiefs who had been in charge, which also happened in the Ciskei . In the election of a
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