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Title: Public Open Spaces as Tools for Sustainable Urban Revitalisation - The Case of
Luanda.

Abstract

Urban interventions play a crucial role in improving the health, economic, and social well-
being of urban communities. Public open spaces offer opportunities for recreational activities,

local community activities, and social interaction, fostering community cohesion and inclusion.

The Sustainable Development Geals (SDGs) prioritize universal access to safe, inclusive,
and accessible green and public spaces, particularly for women, children, older persons, and
oersons with disabilities. However, a gap is evident in the literature regarding interventions

in less globalized cifies, especially in Portuguese-speaking sub-Scharan cities.

This research combines the study of the social value of public spaces with urban planning
and architectural qualities to create an urban platform for social inclusion in cities through
oublic spaces. Thus, the research focuses on "how public open spaces can be strategically
designed and implemented to promote social inclusivity in urban environments” and
‘what specific design elements, programming, and community engagement strategies are

most effective in achieving this objective’.

The study begins with a historical perspective, examining Western contexfs in Europe and
the United States, then exploring how these models of urban intervention, which spread
across cities in Europe and North America, were exported os policies and governance
paradigms inte cities of the global south, marketed by Western cities as global city standards.
The fieldwork, using Luanda as a case study, included qualitative and quantitative methods
to understand the morphological characteristics of the city, the current use of the public open

spaces studied, and s real user's views and expectations.

The literature review reveals that urban interventions are primarily triggered by urban
deterioration, perceptions of insecurity, and real estate opportunities. In the cases studied,
inferventions are grounded on urban policy improvements, and it was also possible to
understand that cultural heritage and social behaviours play a vital role in Public Open
Spaces liveability. The fieldwork in Luanda's dewntown revealed that parks serve mostly for
seatfing and relaxation. All parks are regarded as safe during the day. Studied parks provide
adequate facilities for strolling, sitting, and chatting, with well-maintained pathways, benches,

and open areas for social interaction however, Sports and playground facilities are scarce.
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The study also revealed o limited diversity of public spaces in Luanda, challenges with
gentrification, inadequate maintenance, and the lack of appeal of most parks to affluent

USEers.

The author proposes @ micro-scale and multi-actor method of urban intervention to
stimulate the use and promote the engagement of the private sector and the communities in
creating and maintaining public open spaces. The socio-economic disparities within Luanda's
urban fabric context are acknowledged. The study focuses on the planned city, but the
oroposal presented has the potential to satisty the needs of residents in both the planned

and unplanned city.

Keywords: Urban Revitalizafion, Public Spaces, Governance, Social Cohesion, Method.
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Titulo: ESPACOS PUBLICOS ABERTOS COMO FERRAMENTAS PARA REVITALIZACAO
URBANA - O CASO Dt LUANDA

Resumo

As intervencdes urbanas desempenham um papel crucial na melhoria da saude, bem-
estar econémico e social das comunidades urbanas. Os espacos publicos abertos oferecem
oportunidades para atividades recreativas, atividades comunitdrias locais e interagdio social,

promovendo @ coesdo e a inclusdio comunitdria.

Os Objetivos de Desenvolvimento Sustentével {ODS) incentivam o acesso universal a
espagos verdes e publicos seguros, inclusivos e acessiveis, particularmente para mulheres,
criangas, idosos e pessoas com deficiéncia. No enfante, uma lacuna é evidente na literatura
em relagdo &s intervengdes em cidades menos globalizadas, especiclmente em cidades de

pafses de Ingua oficial porfuguesa na Africa Subsaariana.

Esta pesquisa combina o esfudo do valer secial dos espacos piblicos com o planeamento
urbano e qualidades arquiteténicas no intuito de criar ume plotaforma urbana de incluséio
social nas cidades através dos espacos poblicos. E com esta base que o pesquisa foca em
‘como 0s espacos publicos abertos podem ser estrategicamente projetados e
implementados para promover a inclusdo social em ambientes urbanos’ e em "que
elementos de desenho urbano especificos, programacao e estratégias de participacdo
comunitaria sdo mais eficazes para alcancar esse objetivo.”

O estudo comeca com uma incursdio histérica, examinando os contextos ocidentais na
Eurcpa e nos Estados Unidos, e depois explerando como esses modelos de intervencéo
urbana, que se espalharam por cidades na Europa e na América do Norte, foram exportados
como politicas e paradigmas de governanca para as cidades do sul global, assinalados por
cidedes ocidentais como padrdes de desenvolvimento urbano globais. O trabalho de
campo, que feve Luanda como estude de caso, incluiu métodos gualitativos e quantitativos
oarc entender as caracteristicas morfolégicas da cidade, o uso atual dos espacos publicos

estudados e as opinides e expectativas dos seus usudrios reais.

A revisdo da literatura revelo que as intervencdes urbanas s@o desencadeadas

essencialmente pela deterioracéio do edificado e das infraestruturas urbanas, percecdes de
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inseguranca e oportunidades imobilidrias resultantes deste declinio. Nos casos estudados, as
infervencdes sdo fundamentadas e baseadas em melhorios nas politicas piblicas urbanas.
Também foi possivel perceber que o patriménio cultural assim como os praficas, uses e
costumes nativos desempenham um papel vital na vitalidade dos Espagos Publicos Abertos.
O frabalho de campo no centro de Luanda revelou que os parques servem, essencialmente,
oara sentar e relaxar e desfrutar do ar livre. Todos os parques s@o considerados seguros
durante o dia. Os parques estudados oferecem condicdes adequadas para passear,
caminhar, sentar e conversar, com caminhos razoavelmente bem mantidos, com bancos e
dreas para interacdo social: no enftanto, equipamentos desportivos e parques infantis séo
escassos. O estudo fambém revelou uma diversidade limitcda de espagos publicos em
Luanda, bem como desafios com processos de genfrificacdo, manutencéo inadequado e c

fraca afratividade da maioria dos parques para usudrios com maior poder econdmico.

A autora propde um método de infervencdo urbana em microescala e envolvendo
multiplos atores para estimular o uso & promover a participac@ic do setor privado e das
comunidades na criagdc e manuteng@io de espagos publicos aberfos. As disparidades
socioeconémicas, caracteristicas do contexto do fecido urbanoe de Lluanda atual sao
reconhecidas. Apesar do estudo concentrar-se na cidode planeada, @ proposto
apresentada tem potencial para safisfazer as necessidades de residentes fanto da cidade

planeada como agueles que residem em bairros ndo-planeados (musseques).

Palavras-Chave: Revitalizacao Urbana, Espagos Publicos, Governanga, Coesdo Social,

Meétodo
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCING THE THESIS

Theoretical Background

The public realm is the medium that grants the quality of urban life beyond the domestic
domain and can impart positive effects on urban dwellers’ quality of life. The parks, streets,
sidewalk cafés, green parks, squares, and piazzas that urban dwellers visit in their daily life's
routines when travelling to and from home provide opportunities to improve the health,
economic and social well-being of an urban community (Whyte, 1980; Sennet, 1990; Zalina
Harun et al., 2021; Barrie et al., 2023). Some of the most important reasons for the provision
of open space include the opporfunity ’rhey offer for the practice of a wide range of active

and passive recreational activities; they are a focus for local community activities, they
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contribute to the quality of the local environment, offer the opportunity for people to mix
with others and deve\op social contacts, facilitate informal contact between different sectors
of the community and thereby help to integrate the community, most notably in today's urban
environment, they provide places of escape from the urban built-up environment. Open
spaces are essential to all communities” health and quality of life and are now recognised as
a significant component of the urban fabric (Carmona, 2021; Sennett, 2020; Ugolini et al.,

2022; Lamb et al,, 2019; Sepe, 2021).

From an urban planning, urban design and architectural standpoint, this research
combines the study of the social value of public spaces and the urban design and
architectural quality of those spaces to create an urban platform for social inclusion in a city.
The importance of public space in cities is analysed from the lenses of sites that are central
to fostering culture, civic action, community cohesion and inclusion, already acknowledged in
the literature (UN-Habitat, 2023; Madden, 2021; Carmena, 2021; Sennett, 1990, Whyte,
1980; Akyildiz, 2020; Barrie et al., 2023; lto et al., 2019). However, in a context of rapidly
spreading policies and practices of urban neoliberalism, public spaces have increasingly
come under threat in cities worldwide, sparking calls to reclaim these spaces. Hence, global
development policies and agreements such as the New Urban Agenda (UN, 2015, 2016)
stress the importance of promoting access to safe, inclusive, accessible, green and quality
public spaces for all, as well as their importance for con’rribu’ring to a range of areas, such
as improved human health, social and economic development, urban resilience and climate

change mitigation, the preservation of cultural heritage and the prevention of urban sprawl

lert. 13; 36; 37, 53, 67, 9/)

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in turn, include a target that is solely
dedicated to the need to provide universal access to scﬁe, mc\usive, and accessible green

and public spaces, in particular for women and children, older persons, and persons with



disabilities (SDG 11.7). Furthermore, the United Nations launched UN-Habitat's Global Public
Space Programme (GPSP) in 2012, confirming the importance of public spaces in city
dwellers well-being and health while supporting social interaction and livelihoods within
urban communities. The program supports cities to act in seeking safe, inclusive, and
accessible public spaces for all. The program also envisages fending off the adverse effects
of increasing trends of rapid urbanisation that often place public spaces at stake due to
uncontrolled urban development. The 2023 report of the UN Habitat's GPSP explains the
impact that interventions in public spaces in neighbourhoods worldwide produced on the
communities around these spaces, ranging from health, economic and social inclusion, the

latter being the most relevant to this work.

The growing socio-economic disparities have reflected on the geography and social
morphology of cities, with citizens on both ends of the scale, the rich and poor, being
segregated from one another, many times ‘meeting at places’ but not necessarily interacting
with one another as it happens in downtown Luanda in Angola, a city with growing socio-
economic discrepancies but also with a crisp urban duality in its morphology divided between
the city of the asphalt (the planned city) and the city of the red sand (the unplanned city).
Although such complex and interdisciplinary phenomena cannot be addressed by architects,
urban designers, and urban planners alone, the author, an architect herself, believes that
intentional interventions in public open spaces can shorten the social gap by providing

opportunities for inclusivity.

Research question and objectives.

This research highlights discussions around topics of importation/exportation of policies
and governance, and whether policies that emerge from cities in the Global North and are
often held up as examples of success or as global standards are the best ways to approach

the transformations taking place in cities in the Global South. In the context of growing
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disengagement from the state to fund urban interventions in public spaces and increasing
engagement of the private sector and local communities, The urban intervention model sought

by the author to stimulate habitability involves a micro-scale and multi-actor approach.

The thesis focuses on the morphological and sociological dimensions that emerge from and

highlight the importance of public open spaces. The research investigates:

- "How can public open spaces be strategically designed and implemented to
effectively serve as a catalyst for urban revitalisation, promoting social inclusivity in

urban environments?”

“What specific design elements, programming, and community engagement

strategies are most effective in achieving this objective?"

This work includes research about urban interventions to establish the relevance of public
open spaces interventions in these growing urban social disparities. It starts with a historical
analysis, looking at Western contexts in Europe and the United States as identified sites where
the interventions” movement originated. Furthermore, through the literature review, it is
understood how such models of urban intervention travelled from cities in Europe and North
America to cities of the Global South in Asia, Latin America, and sub-Saharan Africa. The
emergence of public open spaces as a feature in urban design in Europe and in the United
States is investigated in combination with the reality of pre-colonial African space-making

and concepts of "public open spaces”.

To answer the research questions, this research aimed af Information gathering through
a review of the existing literature on urban revitalization and public spaces, as well as
fieldwork about successful cases of urban revitalisation through studying revitalization's

impact on social inclusivity, and users’ assessments of positive and negative outcomes. By



determining benchmarks for urban and public open space interventions, considering local

socio-cultural, socio-economic and political-administrative settings, a method to study POSs
is designed to identify critical components in the design of POSs that ensure users satisfaction

and investments sustainability from construction into long time management and maintenance.

The gap in the Literature

The literature that addresses urban intervention in cities generally, is more abundant in
cities of the Global North. There is a dearth in the literature that addresses urban
interventions of less globalised cities (Guimarges, 2021; Muneerudeen et al, 2016)
especially in sub-Saharan Lusophone cities. In the African context, interventions in cities such
as Cape Town, Johannesburg and Lagos for example, prevail over that of Lusophone

counterparts.

Additionally, there are meagre bibliographic sources that address analytically the models
of urban planning and urban design used in cities of ex-Portuguese colonies (Marat-Mendes
and de Sampayo, 2016). The concepts behind these plans, the Garden City model, Luso-
tropicalism and the pollical ideology of the Portuguese Estado Novo period and Le Corbusier
modern urban planning paradigms (Amaral, 1968; Fernandes, 2021 Ferraz, 2005; Marat-
Mendes and de Sampayo, 2016; Maia, 2019) are the bases to understand public open
spaces on these cities, inherited from colonial administration. Master theses exploring the
plans designed and applied in Luanda have contributed to filling this gap. Fernandes (2021)
investigates urban plans designed and implemented in Luanda between 1941 and 1952,
including insights about adaptions made to Ebenezer Howard's Garden City model and the
Luso-tropicalism social ideologies of Gilberto Freyre. Ferraz (2005) studies public open
spaces in Luanda inherited from colonial administration until 2005, including rich
representations of urban design transformations and surrounding architecture of these spaces

and personal perceptions about them. Marat-Mendes and Sampaio (2016) provide an
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insight into the Garden City model paradigms that guided colonial urban plans, focusing on

Moreira and De Groer's 1940-43 Master Plan for Luanda.

Over the years, various authors such as Amaral (1968, 1983) and Fernandes {2005,
2006, 2009) have dedicated their efforts to compiling bibliographies that document the
urban development history of Portuguese-speaking African countries. Other researchers
have contributed with academic research, including Martins (2000), Fonte (2007), Milheiro
(2012), Mendes Correia {2018; 2019), and Raposo (2013; 2007). Additionally, publications
by Simédes de Carvalho (Maia, 2019) and (Betalha, 2006) provide valuable resources and
information about the steps and decision-making processes behind the urban history of

Luanda.

The scope: location of the case of application

Luanda's historical city centre, which is coincidently the central business district, is the
area selected as the case study. Luanda is the author's hometown. It is a city with a history
of spatial segregation that started during colonial administration years when the dichotomy
of the planned and unplanned city began and persists until today. As mentioned before, the
city centre was developed under the auspices of colonial Portuguese architects and drew,
amongst others, from the modernist urban development paradigms, incorporating political
colonial ideclogies, which resulted in a city that segregated socio-economic and racial
disadvantaged groups. Although the colonial administration conceptualized initiatives to
infegrate unplanned settlements in the formal urban grid in Luanda's early master plans,
evidence in the literature (Maia, 2019; Milheiro, 2012; Real, 2011) and interviews with
senior citizens support that built form of the city centre, intended to mimic the distant
motherland of colonial settlers and house primarily the expatriate community of European
descent [Amaral, 1968; Marat-Mendes and de Sampayo, 2016). Drawing from the

investigation of the global north and global south examples, this research looks at the origin



and evolution of a delimited perimeter in downtown Luanda, integrating the understanding

that public open spaces reflect urban political ideclogies, public policies and cultural values
of social groups with po|i‘ric0|—0dm\'nis’rr0’rive power and the agency of community groups.
This work investigates how public open spaces in Luanda have reflected these influences
throughout history. From colonial to postcolonial times, interventions in public open spaces in
downtown Luanda reflected the technical and ideological ideals of political-administrative
governing groups, essen’rio”y expressing affirmations of power. During independence, upon
the end of the civil war and the prosperous oil boom era, internally, interventions in public
open spaces served to propel the political hegemony and stability of the government and
its ruling party. In contrast, externally, it bolstered the prosperity of the country, attesting to

a competitive safe destiny for international investments. The result is a tendency for city

beautification interventions and less preoccupation with the social and inclusive component

of public open spaces.

The methodology

The research methodology made use of qualitative and quantitative methods including
literature reviews, archival reseerch, enquiries and interviews. The research also made use
of a case study to apply and verify the method developed from assessing public open spaces
in Luanda and investigating local perceptions. This was supplemented and enhanced through
the use of secondary literature and theoretical analysis. Qualitative approaches included the
literature review of key theoretical paradigms in urban intervention and global urban
planning agendas, examples of urban interventions in the global south as well as archival
research, interviews, and the space syntax analysis of the studied area. Quantitative

approaches include site work data collected in Luanda s downtown and Margal cases.

Grassroots initiatives and space analysis space syntax are critical components of the

developed study. The study of past and ongoing grassroots initiatives of public open space
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upgrading in Luanda, considering experiences revised in the literature, explores their benefits
and downfalls. This evidence includes spatial interventions in the city centre and Marcal, an
unplanned city neighbourhood, to establish differences in land pressure between these areas
as well the potential of the city centre’s public open spaces to act as breathing spaces for

socialisation and inclusion for Luanda's "have and have-nots”.

Space analysis was carried out using Space Syntax methodology,! emphasising the
relationship between spatial configuration and social outcomes (Rashed, 2013). It provides a
theoretical framework for understanding how spatial layouts influence human behaviour,
movement, and social interactions within built environments. The approach has been widely
applied in urban design, architecture, and planning to analyse and optimise spatial
configurations. Space Syntax has evolved to include computational tools for analysis. Syntax
analysis involved the use of specialised software that could model and simulate spatial
layouts, generate axial maps, and calculate various spatial metrics. These metrics helped
understand the connectivity, integration, and accessibility of spaces within a built

environment.?

The syntax analysis enabled the identification of areas in Luanda's city centre with the
potential for dense pedestrian movement that could serve as areas to ignite social
interactions and social inclusion. It also supported the definition of the perimeter of the study,

where the author identified the circuit of parks and squares studied in terms of their spatial

1 A SPATIAL THEORY DEVELOPED BY BILL HILLIER, JULIENNE HANSON, AND THEIR COLLEAGUES AT THE
BARTLETT, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE DURING SITE DEFINITION IN THE CASE
STUDY, DOWNTOWN LUANDA. THE FOUNDATIONAL WORK ON SPACE SYNTAX WAS PUBLISHED IN 1984 BY
HILLIER AND HANSON (THE SPATIAL LOGIC OF SPACE). WHILE THE FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF SPACE
SYNTAX ARE ROOTED IN SPATIAL THEORY, THE APPLICATION OF THESE IDEAS HAS BEEN FACILITATED BY THE
DEVELOPMENT OF COMPUTATIONAL TOOLS AND SOFTWARE. THESE TOOLS ENABLE RESEARCHERS AND
PRACTITIONERS TO CONDUCT QUANTITATIVE ANALYSES OF SPATIAL CONFIGURATIONS AND THEIR IMPACT ON
HUMAN BEHAVIOUR.

21T IS WORTH NOTING THAT DIFFERENT VERSIONS OF SOFTWARE AND TOOLBOXES HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED OVER
TIME BY RESEARCHERS IN THE FIELD OF SPACE SYNTAX.



transformation from the colonial administration years fo the present, visited, observed, and

photographed.

Enquiries and interviews consolidated the understanding of users perceptions, values,
and everyday dynamics regarding using those spaces. The author prepared the framework
of each instrument used in the method based on similar approaches analysed in the literature.
The purpose was to design a method to diagnose and assist in understanding POSs,
es’rcbhshing needs and expectations from users perspective and assist urban p|onners, urban

designers, architects and public administrators to design, build and manage POSs.

INTRODUCING LUANDA - SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND THE
ADMINISTRATIVE BACKGROUNDS.

The set-up chosen for the case study is the city centre of Luanda. The city is the capital
of Angola, an ex-Portuguese colony that became independent in 1975, The primary
liberation movements in the anti-colonial war for the country's liberation against Portuguese
colonization were MPLA (Movement for the Liberation of Angolal, FNLA (National Front for
the Liberation of Angola) and UNITA (the National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola). At the peck of the liberation struggle, the Portuguese ceased administration and
fled the country (Ferreira, 2001). Each of the three liberation movements intended to take
over Luanda and ensure po|i’ric0| and administrative power over the country. The transition
from the capital of the ultramarine Portuguese colony to the capital of an independent
country marked a significant turning point in the city's history since MPLA succeeded in taking
over Luanda and declaring independence. However, internal political disagreements about
the legitimacy of the established leadership led the country to endure a long-running civil

war. Peace was only established in 2002 when the political rivalries between MPLA, the
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ruling party since 1975 and its political counterparts, FNLA and mainly with UNITA, were

settled (Croese, 2018).

The prolonged civil instability transformed cities into "shelters” amidst military attacks in
the countryside. The government prioritised investments in the war and the military, and little
intervention happened to improve urban living conditions, plan urban expansions, or preserve
the colonial-era built environment. The central government operated the country from
Luanda, and for this reason, the city was perceived as one of the safest cities in the country.
Luanda witnessed a significant populational influx between 1989 and 1998, during the civil
war years and by 2010, projections estimated a size seven times larger than that of the
initial urbanised core of the city in the 1980s. The city grew to accommodate such
populational pressures, resulting in overpopulated housing stock but also through the growth
of unplanned settlements. Thus, the planned versus unplanned urban duality that started
during colonial administration (Amaral, 1968; Real, 2011; Buire, 2022) accentuated after
the proclamation of the independence towards the unplanned city where about /0% of
Luanda's population lives, according to the last census (INE, 2017). The maps below are a

visual representation of Luanda’s footprint growth from 1950 until 2014.
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Luanda has a history of spatial segregation and social exclusion. Luanda has a history of
spatial segregation and social exclusion. During the colonial administration, this urban space
orivileged citizens of European descent (Fig 8), and according to senior residents interviewed,
the city was primarily a workplace destination for the native® Angolans. Native Angolans
lived primori\y in Unp|c1nned neighbourhoods or neighbourhoods destined for peop|e who

worked in the industrial sector. Such neighbourhoods were located on the city's geographic

fringes at the time (Fig /), and houses were built of wood, intentionally temporary for ease
of demolition and relocation of the population if there was the need for it (This is the case
of Bairro Operdrio and Bairro Marcgal, the latter discussed achead). It is worthwhile
mentioning that the unplanned city neighbourhoods in pre-independence housed native
Angolans and people of European descent, although the latter were present in smaller
percentages (Real, 201 1). Colonisation has long been overcome, but the patterns of exclusion
remain between today's affluent communities with more access to the formal housing stock

in the city centre and gated communities outside the city centre and the less fortunate living

primarily in unplanned neighbourhoods. This social dichotomy has an impact on the liveability
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3 REFERRING PRIMARILY TO ANGOLANS OF AFRICAN DESCENT.



in the city and the perceived inclusionary nature expected of public open spaces, in this

case, the ones in Luandd’s city centre.
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In 2008, the central government launched the National Urban Planning and Housing

Program (PNUH)4, which was ignited by the country’s housing shortage. The target was to

build a million houses, and the program was the flagship for the Legislative elections
happening on September 5th and 6th of the same year. Many governments subsidized real
estate projects were built around the country, mainly on the outskirts, like Kilamba in Luanda.
The program considered formalizing unplanned neighbourhoods, many of which encroached
on what was vacant land between buildings within the city centre. However, not so much
happened in city centres to recover old buildings, intervene in unplanned neighbourhoods,
and upgrade existing public open spaces. However, not as much happened in city centfres
to recover old buildings, intervene in unplanned neighbourhoods, and upgrade public open
spaces in city centres. In 2015, the central government invested great attention in the urban
development of Luanda (PDGML], commissioning the elaboration of Luanda's master plan.
This plan considered strategies of previous master plans of Luanda, including those produced
before and after independence. This plan proposed programs to upgrade existing public
open spaces and create new ones, emphasising the importance of increasing green parks
and pedestrian and cycling paths as modes of experiencing the city. The most relevant
interventions in POSs in Luanda are public initiatives shedding light on the country's autocratic
centralised nature of government politic-administrative structures. An emblematic example of
public open space intervention in independent Angola is the redevelopment of the Bay of
Luanda, discussed in the comparative cases section in this work. However, top-down project
imp|emen’roﬂon processes are increasingly bemg cho”enged b\/ grassroots initiafives
reshaping spaces and streets around the city. This presents a promising opportunity for social

inclusion and urban planning in Luanda.

4 IN PORTUGUESE PROGRAMA NACIONAL DO URBANISMO E HABITACAO (PNUH)



In the case of Luanda, the unplanned city still houses most of Luanda's population, where

there is high land pressure, occupation is primarily horizontal and presents no formal pc:rks,
squares and sidewalks for gathering and socialisation. Yet, these communities, in the face of
such challenges, demonstrate remarkable adaptability and resourcefulness. On the other
hand, the formal old city still offers the most job opportunities, not only for people
experiencing poverty but also for the more affluent. Therefore, its public open spaces are
‘meeting points” for both social groups and are where the author believes opportunities lie

for promoting social interaction and inclusion.

It is argued that POSs can enhance Luanda citizens' quality of life and foster urban
|ive0b‘whfy and social inclusion. Nevertheless, the current rhetoric of interventions still needs
more public policies that support widespread coordinated interventions and investments to
fund interventions in public open spaces. Furthermore, there is a need to establish a tool to
assist public open spaces intervenors that aids understanding of the needs, perceptions and

expectations of current and new users in hopes for inclusivity. This work builds upon the

existing body of knowledge by adding up-to-date information about the transformation of
POSs in Luanda, looking at them as socially inclusive platforms, including the perceptions of
the users, bringing forth grassroots initiatives and the challenges of persistent top-down
oaradigms in public open space interventions in downtown Luanda. The spatial area studied
is limited but sets the ground for the analysis to be extended to the rest of the city, across

and beyond colonial inherited urban territory.

THESIS STRUCTURE

The structure of the thesis design intends to put forth the arguments of the research
clearly. Public Open Space is the main topic of the research, and urban revitalisation, urban

liveability, and social inclusion are the undertones around the discussion of the main topic.
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This concise description of this thesis differs from the path the researcher followed to achieve

this final product. The investigation of Luanda's historical background and grassroots initiatives
happened towards the end of the journey. However, the author believes the thesis structure
gives the reader a sequence to follow and understand the arguments presented. The content

of each chapter of this thesis is described further down on this section.

It is critical to mention that the thesis theoretical framework (Fig. Q) integrates three main
themes embedded in one another: urban interventions in which policy mobilities are a sub-
theme, and governance also emerging from ‘rrove”ing po|icies. The three primary themes
analysis, under the Sustainable Development Goals framework, focus on cities of the global
south, urban revitalisation and multi-actors” approaches integrating global and international
actors such as the United Nations and state actors, especially at provincial, municipal and
neighbourhood levels and the communities that use POSs and live in the vicinities. This
theoretical framework's research and fieldwork establish that the communities are the linking
point between POS intervention actors and the need to preserve SDG principles in urban
interventions. The result is a model to diagnose and guide POS interventions and create

sustainable and inclusive POSs in Luanda.

Urban Interventions

Method for POS
diagnosis and
interventions guidelines

Regeneration Governance

NGOs
SDG Principles

International
and Global i ) Sustainable and Inclusive POS
Revitalisation actors N In Luanda

Across
Global
South

Renewal o Global North
Global South

FIG 7: AUTHOR S RESEARCH THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
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CHAPTER 1 serves as an introduction to the central topic of the research, public open
spaces. It not only presents the relevance of this topic but also identifies the problem
investigated, the gap in the literature, and the research objectives. The chapter situates the
research in the context of urban interventions, policy amendment, and implementation
processes, where social inclusion is intfroduced as the main objective. The theoretical
framework of the research is also presented here, further engaging the reader in the

research’s context.

Additionally, this chapter presents the research questions that guided this work and a

brief introduction to Luanda and its background history.

CHAPTER 2 Presents the mixed methodology acpplied to explore the theoretical
knowledge that supported the conception of the method designed to study POSs that is
applied during fieldwork, revealing the potential of the field site. The chapter includes the
complete workflow of the research including the different phases of the research from

theoretical to practical undertakings of the research work.

CHAPTER 3 presents an in-depth literature review of urban interventions, tracing their
origins in the global north and migration to the global south. It also discusses the introduction
of global urban agendas, such as urban governance and statutory participatory processes
in Africa, and how interventions in public open spaces in Luanda reflect these global trends
and paradigms. Additionally, the importance of sustainable urban development is also

presented here.

CHAPTER 4 is part of the literature review and focuses on public open spaces, presenting
the concept's origins from Western and non-western African perspectives. This chapter
provides vital information about the cultural differences and similarities that public open

spaces hold in both cultural contexts. The transportation of city-making Western models



forced a continuous acculturation process of the local African community and the subduing

of indigenous values spatially and in modes of conviviality. This chapter provides evidence
of Indigenous "public open spaces’ spatiality and their meaning for the community versus
their Western origin and importance, which helps understand that the use of public open
spaces in contemporary Luanda shows the prevalence of cultural values, social uses and

practices that remount pre-European arrival times.

CHAPTER 5 continues the literature review overlapping with qualitative research. The
information presented in this chapter moves the thesis to a focus on luanda presenting
growing manifestation of grassroots revitalisation initiatives and situating them in Luanda's
context of predominant state-led revitalisation projects. In this chapter, the author discusses
the relevance of grassroots initiatives in the Angolan policy context, which has been strongly
shaped by the prevailing autocratic nature of centralised  political-administrative
governmental structures, especially in Luanda. Furthermore, the chapter includes an analysis
of the challenges, outcomes, and sustainability of grassroots and state-led initiatives over
time. This chapter briefly discusses public open spaces in unplanned urban Luanda, analysing
the challenges and opportunities in those neighbourhoods against the opportunity to promote
social inclusion in POSs in the city centre. This discussion contextualises the author's main
argument of looking at the city centre in downtown Luanda as a "meeting location” with

unexp|ored opporfunities.

CHAPTER 6 Using qualitative research methods, this chapter draws from the urban
interventions discussed in chapters 2 and 3 and analyses the different urban intervention
approaches from a practical perspective. It anclyses cases of urban interventions in cities of
the global south, their objectives, implementation, and outcomes with a focus on the
participatory models used or the absence of them. The analysis juxtaposes case studies of

Curitiba in Brazil Singapore and District Six in Cape Town, South Africa, with the reality of
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Luanda through the case study of the development of the Bay of Luanda, the city's most

significonT pub|ic open space.

CHAPTER 7 provides a comprehensive overview of the birth and evolution of Luanda. It
delves into the pre-colonial history of the territory, tracing its early human occupation and
the socio-political structures that were in place. It also explores how these indigenous local
powers were gradually conquered and replaced by the colonial administration. The chapter
further examines the early urban interventions that were implemented to establish Western
urbanization standards and expand the city. It also discusses the early urban interventions
and master plans that were designed and implemented during the colonial administration
and after independence. This historical context is crucial for understanding the current urban

and social dynamics of Luanda.

CHAPTER 8 Presents the application of the methodology designed during field work. It
focuses on public open spaces within the perimeter of the study in downtown Luanda, shifting
from theoretical perspectives to a case-study practical analysis. This chapter describes the
researcher'’s direct contact with public open spaces in Luanda. This chapter uses space syntax
and the analysis of Luanda's urban grid performed in detail. Furthermore, it explains the
process of interpretation of the methods developed by Jan Gehl and Project for Public
Spaces (PPS) to study public open spaces. Additionally, how these methods are incorporated
info the method designed to study public open spaces through direct observation, enquiries
and interviews is also defended. Here, the result of the enquiry is presented, as is the
investigation of the history and particularities of each park and square studied, their
morphologic transformations over fime, patterns of usage, and a photographic registry of the

spaces during dc:y and nighf.



There is @ link between the richness of the urban experience and the variety of uses in
a specific space that surpasses the mix of uses present in the built environment around parks
and squares, such as eating, living and work functions, to mention a few. However, the
diversity of uses incorporated in the parks, such as children's playgrounds, sports grounds,
outdoor urban furniture, water bodies and gardens, also contribute to different opportunities
for socialisation between different users at different times of the day or week. The study of

the POSs in Luanda also investigates the diverse use of the spaces proposed in the circuit.

The research process enabled the author to gain a comprehensive understanding of the
users, uses, values, strengths, and weaknesses of POSs from the users' perspectives. This
Gnc\ys'\s provw’des valuable 'ms'\gh’rs info the issues that interventions in these spaces should
address. This is particularly significant for architects, urban designers, and local administrative
decision-makers, who often approach these spaces from a beautification perspective, without
fully appreciating the value these spaces hold for their everyday users and their potential as

attractive spaces for socialisation.

CHAPTER 9 This chapter marks the conclusion of the current research, but not the end
of the research topic. It is viewed as the first step towards further exploration of the value
and potential of POSs in Luanda as catalysts for social inclusion, taking into account the
locale’s social, cultural, political, and administrative particularities. The research’'s pathway
and results pave the way for future research in various urban contexts of Luanda and for
comparative studies between cities in the country and abroad. The challenges and limitations
of the research are acknowledged throughout the work. Lastly, the developed method strives
to create an approach that integrates the community voices, the responsibility of political-

administrative decision-makers, and the crucial role of private sector acfors in TronsFormmg

POSs in Luanda.
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The BIBLIOGRAPHY contains all the bibliographic sources used in the research, divided
info published books and scientific articles. For practical reasons, sources specific to Angolan

institutions and contributors are separated.

ANNEXES are a compilation of appendices relevant to the research, including the

questionnaire used for the enquiry, a complete graphic representation of the answers to the
enquiry, a synthesised registry of the interviews the author performed during fieldwork with

park users, and a collection of the drawings of each park the author found in the archives

of IPGUL.









CHAPTER |

Method

1. INTRODUCTION

Urban Interventions embrace transdisciplinary approaches. This thesis focuses on spatial
and socio-economic aspects of urban revitalisation. Although the most visible effect is the
spatial alteration of the built environment, this spatial dimension results from decisions that
impact citizens economically and socially, amongst other dimensions. Undeniably, more than
the physical spatial intervention alone is needed to address socio-economic inequalities.
However, as an architect and for the pursued PhD in Architecture, the author chooses the
spatial domain of urban interventions to conduct this research and address the potential of

POSs to promote social inclusion.
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1.1 THESIS METHOD

The research used a mixed methodology to reflect on the proposition presented
(Cresswell, 2014, Crotty, 1998; Jonker & Pennink, 2009) focus on the revitalisation as the
central issue of the research (Fig 10l On the other hand, participatory processes and
sustainability principles are key to designing a method to study and understand POSs to
propose interventions objectively and thoroughly. Firstly, the research starts with two stages
of literature review, looking at the historical background of urban interventions and
understanding where urban revitalisation stands. The second moment of the literature review
looks at prcc’ric0| excmp\es of urban interventions in four g\obcﬂ south cities, one of them in
Luanda, to grasp the common challenges in contexts closer to the case of study, focusing on

the different participatory approaches and the outcomes they produce.

Secondly, the research focuses on the case study of Luanda. It starts by understanding
the city's history, mapping the spatial development of the area of study and investigating the
origins of the social challenges the city currently faces. Besides the literature review to
uncover Luanda's historical background, there was also archival research at Luanda's
Management and Urban Planning Institute (IPGUL) that was critical to revealing the
morphological fransformation of the spaces elected for direct observation. This archival
research was accidental because the initial objective was to acquire maps of the study area
that demonstrated the city centre’s transformation, including the increment or reduction of
parks, squares and green spaces through the years. Unfortunately, this was not possible, and
the alternative was to search each space spatial transformation individually, which is

rewarding to this work's result.

The researcher has been a public servant in Angola in the Ministry of Public Works
Housing Urban Planning for over a decade. The connections established during this time with

colleagues at Luanda's Provincial Government were vital to getting the necessary permissions



fo perForm enquiries, Fieldwork, and interviews, connect with fellow Ango|on researchers and

collect publications about the city.
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The PhD work was developed in Lisbon. The site analysis is the last stage in the
research’s workflow and integrates all the accumulated knowledge of the previous stages
(Fig. 11). Fieldwork (integrated in the site analysis stage) was planned to happen in four

months and involved travelling to Luanda. It included realising enquiries, interviews, and

directly observing the parks and squares on the field site.
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The extent of field work in relation with the time the author could spend in Luanda posed
a challenge, especially for financial constraints to cover travelling expenses. The author
prepared questionnaires in Lisbon and performed a test with 30 participants through online
Zoom calls. This first test allowed the simplification of the wording in the questionnaire and
other adaptations to improve clarity and ease the performing of the enquiries. The
contributions of colleagues in the Angolan Urban Laboratory (LURA)® were crucial for
executing the final enquiry. Their support included recruiting ten students from the Faculty of
Architecture of the Methodist University of Angola. The group was coordinated through a
WhatsApp group managed by the author, where doubts could be clarified in a timely
manner, and daily reports were shared. The author divided the team into two groups to

cover the spots planned within the time scheduled.

Each group covered three locations, and both covered the Bay of Luanda, split into two
sections because of its extensive area. Some adjustments were made along the way,
especially regarding points of collection of the enquiries. The team reported that residents
in predominantly higher-income neighbourhoods resisted participating, and the group had to
move around the neighbourhood away from the programmed spot, a public park, to be able
to collect answers. Another difficult neighbourhood was Marcal. The group reported
suspicion of residents and discomfort to participate as they thought there was a hidden
political agenda behind the work. Porto, another low-income neighbourhood, substituted the
neighbourhood. Due to perceived unsafety factors, students refused to use tablets or cell
phones, and the collection was done with pen and paper and transferred into digital format
at the end of every working day. The author kept the questionnaires filled out in the paper

for future reference. This activity took approximately four weeks, from recruitment of students,
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briefing, testing on the field, and the execution of the enquiry. Fieldwork clone took ten days,

including working days and weekends.

The inquiries were intentionally conducted on sites in affluent, middle-income, and lower-
income neighbourhoods to ensure the reliability that the sample collected represents the
perceptions of Luanda's citizens and not only of people living in the city centre. The selected
neighbourhoods were Coqueiros and Mutamba, predominantly middle income; Maianga
and Miramar, predominantly higher income; Porto and Marcal, predominantly Low income;
Baia de Luanda e Rua dos Mercadores, with mixed scenarios. A portion of the enquiry (20%)
was done online, and the remaining 80% of the answers were collected on-site, totalling
/58 answers, which the author believes grants robustness to the results obtained. All the
expenses, including students’ transportation costs and lunches, were the author's responsibility
and a pre-condition for executing the work. Gerpart, a private company acting in Luanda's
architectural and urban design field, funded the enquiry because there was interest in

understanding the opportunities to invest in interventions in POSs in Luanda's city centre.

The second stage of the research was the study of the selected parks by direct
observation (Fig. 13). The site work summary diagram (Fig 12) presents all the stages of the
site work implemented. Because this work is centred on social interaction and promoting
social inclusion, the areas identified by applying space syntax analysis on Luanda's city centre
urban grid favoured areas with higher potential for pedestrian movement. A detailed
description of the sfudy of space syntax study is in Chapter 5. With the aid of space syntax,
the perimeter of the study was defined, and spaces within it were selected. It is worth
mentioning that the author only studied a selected number of parks and squares in the
perimeter due to time constraints. The enquiry results helped determine parks that citizens

considered more relevant.
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FIG 11: AUTHOR 'S MAPPING OF GREEN AREAS IN LUANDA S CITY CENTRE

The time spent by the author in fieldwork was fundamental to experiencing the parks
spatially, observing daily social dynamics, identifying patterns of use, drawing, talking and
photographing the squares. Figure 14 illustrates the spaces studied and two other relevant
spaces observed within the perimeter, the Coin’s Museum and the Unknown Soldier ‘s

Monument. Despite knowing most of these spaces, it was the first time the author physically



visited and enjoyed prolonged stays in them. Each park was visited three times a week on

different days, including weekends, in the morning and the afternoon, with an average time
of permanence of two hours per visit. The fieldwork took four months. The author's family
home in Luanda is outside the city centre. For safety purposes and sometimes unavailability
of vacant public parking around parks, the author parked in Fortaleza Shopping Centre or
Torres do Carmo private porking facilities and walked around the area. This exercise
allowed the researcher to experience the challenges of walking around the city centre on
hot and humid sunny days, with little shaded spaces and urban furniture to pause between

parks. It was also possible to time the time spent from one space to another.
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FIG 12: AUTHOR "S MAPPING OF SPACES STUDIED IN LUANDA S CITY CENTRE

It is recognised that the number of interviews is below what was planned. However, the
substantial number of enquiries combined with the number of interviews performed during
fieldwork imparts the research’s reasonable robustness. Nevertheless, during LURA's October
2022 workshop dedicated to the importance of Public Open Spaces, the author was able
to interview architects, artists, students, academics and public servants in Luanda'’s Provincial

Government and the Ministry of Public Works, Housing and Urban Planning, stakeholders of
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the public sector. The sessions were transmitted live and are available on LURA's Facebook
and Instagram pages, which helped the author revisit some sessions when needed. Most
interviews performed during fieldwork were unstructured and only recorded on paper. Many
users were watchful about the destination of the records of their points of view, fearing they
could have negafive po|i’rico| imp\ico’rions. The users interviewed were more wiHing to talk
without a recording device, did not want to be photographed and asked to keep their

identities undisclosed.

The case study approach had three main objectives:

- To critically evaluate historic and current social urban challenges of the city

- To study the morphological characteristics of POSs and register how they are
used.

- To understand the users' perspectives, investigate how they use POSs, investigate
users expectations towards POSs and what value these spaces hold for them socially and

spatially.

The first objective was covered mainly through a literature review, while the second used
archival findings as a base and combined contemporary maps with direct observation. To
hear the users voices was vital to the author because they are at the centre of participatory
processes to intervene in POSs. It was also vital to look at POSs through the users eyes and
reinterpret the lack of liveability perceived by the author at the beginning of the journey.
Evidence in the literature shows that spaces are cared for and maintained better when users
are included in the design and implementation processes (Sacadura, 2005; Akyildiz, 2020,
De Guimaraes et al, 2020, UN-Habitat, 2021). Furthermore, the author believes that
interventions on POSs must first aftend to the needs and, to some extent, the users
expectations before innovation attempts can succeed. The author mainly used enquiry and

interviews to understand the needs and expectations of the users.



1.1.1 INDICATORS

Parameters used to analyse the public spaces during site visit were influenced by
sustainable urban development paradigms combined with place-making ones: It could be
argued that such parameters established by western scholars based in studies developed
studying cites in western countries mainly in Europe and the United States may not achieve
the depth needed to anclyse POSs in an African context. This exploratory journey takes
these parameters and indicators as theoretic basis of the research aiming to provide grounds
of comparison with western counterparts in one hand. On the other hand, the author
recognises that such indicators are more challenging to apply in unplanned urban set ups
where urban constructs such as the road, sidewalk, parks, the normative physical layouts are
opaque and somehow mingled together and sometimes temporary as are some residential,
commercial and services functions. This work is developed in the planned city, a similar

context from where the paradigms originated and therefore allegedly valid.

The liveability of a city is witnessed in its streets, parks, and piazzas. The conservation of
theses spaces and the heterogeneity of the community that enjoy the spaces can also testify
to the quality of life and prosperity of a city “s community. Therefore, it plausible to say that

public open spaces can showcase the quality of life in a city.

Maggino (2015) interrelates the measuring of quality of life and well-being explaining
the multidimensionality and complexity of the task. This author (Maggine, 2015) goes on to
say that a multilayered set of qualitative and quantitative methodologies provide robustness
to the results, avoiding the risk of producing a result that relies substantially on the views and
aspirations of the researcher and can therefore be reproduced understanding that what
well-being and liveability means to one context may not necessarily be the same to another
within a neighbourhood, a city, in cities of the same country and so forth. The dualism

between objective information (collected by observing reality) versus subjective information

58



(collected only from individuals and their claims) is important to ensure neutrality in the

findings.

In summary, the methodology developed followed three stages:

1ST STAGE — THEORETICAL INVESTIGATION

1} Step |: establishes a benchmark through o literature review of case-studies to
acquire knowledge about urban interventions challenges, potentials, and outcomes.
During this phase common themes are identified that feed concepts that need to be
thoroughly understood as urban concepts such as liveability, social interaction, social

inclusivity, and urban sustainability.

2} Step 2: To investigate the liveability of a city and its deterrent and promoting factors
which are converted into parameters were established from urban sustainability and
place-making principles, widely tested, and accepted in the literature. Nevertheless,
little is available in the literature about the study and promotion of liveable public
spaces in the sub-Saharan African cities and what it means in relation to exhaustive

studies of western cities. This work presents initial steps to shorten this gap.

3} Step 3: These parameters are then subdivided into indicators. This structure of
analysis is then applied in direct observation (an objective method) and through the
application of enquiries (subjective method of collecting data validating individual ‘s
personal sentiments and aspirations) to a sample of the population that fairly
represents the population demographics of the city in terms of gender and age

characteristics.



2ND STAGE: UNDERSTANDING OF THE URBAN CONTEXT AND DATA COLLECTION.

4} A selection of relevant POSs in a defined perimeter of the city is done with the aid
of Space syntax. This tool helps to identity areas with greater potential for social

interactions, worthwhile exploring to improve or promote social interactions.

5} Direct observation takes place on the selected POSs.

6} An additional layer of micro investigation is done by interviewing POS users during
direct observation fieldwork to clarify critical issues that appear out of the results of

the enquiries.

7} Photographs are taken and diagrams drawn recording how the place is used in

various times of the day and the week, who uses it and for what purposes.

3RD STAGE: DATA ANAL YSISAND PROPOSALS

8} Analysis of the collected data.

G} In the last stage the status quo of POSs is presented and a set of proposals to

improve their value and promote their liveability are presented.

It is essential to mention that this method is valid to study existing POSs but also to
understand what the community needs and aspirations are towards them. The enquiry
provides @ critical tool to understand cultural perceptions of desirable social interaction
activities in POSs of the context in study which may vary between different cities and within

different neighbourhoods in a city.

To promote comparability of the findings from different realities based on @ common

tool for measurement, this work uses concepts (liveability, social interaction, and social
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inclusivity), parameters (economic, social, environmental and governance dynamics) that

interchangeably incorporate urban sustainable parameters and Jan Gehl's, Placemaking and

SDG 11.7 indicators.

concepts Sustainability, Placemaking, City Liveability {Jan

Gehl), Urban Revitalisation

parameters The pillars of Sustainable urban development remain
as common ground to create positive chcnges in
POS interventions:

Social, economic, environmental, governance

Assessment criteria and indicators  PLACEMAKING: Sociability (welcoming,
interactive, friendly, pride, neighbourly, cooperative,
stewardship, diverse), uses and activities (fun, active
vital, special, real, useful, indigenous, celebratory,
sustainable), access and linkages (continuity,
proximity, ~ connected,  readcble,  walkable,
convenient, accessible), comfort, and image {safe,
clean, green, walkable, sittable, spiritual, charming,
attractive, historic).

JAN GEHL: Protection (car accidents, crime and
violence, Unp|eosenf sensorial experiences), comfort
(walking, standing/staying, sitting, see, hear/talk,

play/ unfolding/activities), and enjoyment (scale,



enjoy the climate, positive sensoria

experiences/aesthetics).

SDG 11.7: accessibility (Accessibility and presence
of qudlitative and inclusive facilities for private
vehicles, Accessibility and presence of qualitative
and inclusive facilities for bikes, Accessibility and
presence of qualitative and inclusive facilities for
pedestrians,  Accessibility and presence  of
qualitative and inclusive  facilities  for  public
transports), green environment (Presence and
quality of biodiversity in the public space,
Environmental and community resilience, Presence
of energy efficient elements in the public space),
comfort and safety (Perception of safety & level of
security of the public space, Quality of censorial
experience, Overall comfort using the pub\ic space,
through maintenance, design and Ambiental
conditions, Presence of a public space identity,
determined by cultural background and users’
enjoyment, amenities and furniture (Presence and
quality of lighting, Presence and quality of amenities
for recreational structures, Presence and quality of
seating, Presence and quality of waste bins,
Presence and quality of bike racks, Presence and
quc:\'\’ry of signage and emergency items, Presence

and quality of water and toilets facilities, , use and
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users (Number and variety of users accessing the
public space, Number and variety of activities
observed in the public space among time and

space).

TABLE 1: AUTHOR S SUMMARY OF CONCEPTS, PARAMETERS AND THE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA USED IN THE
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE ANALYSIS OF SPACES IN LUANDA.

Remembering that the goal is not only to diagnose and improve POSs in general but to
understand if POSs can be catalytic tools for city liveability. These findings are the foundation
to design a methodology that allows the community, private and public stakeholders to work
together. To achieve this goal, the following assessment criteria and indicators were selected

to build the questionnaire and guide direct observation activities.

Criteria Indicators
Safety Traffic related (probability of being run over by a car or
motorbike)

Crime and violence (police supervision, pick pocketers and
violent crimes)

Unpleasant sensorial experiences (protection against rain,
wind, sun, noise, dust)

Health related (probability of being contaminated with a

diseasel

Indicators
Comfort Pleasantness to walk
Pleasantness to stand

Pleasantness to sit



Image

Accessibility

Pleasantness to observe the surroundings

Possibility to chat (tolerable levels of noise)

Indicators

Scale of surrounding facades

Well maintained and appealing furniture (visual and
sensorial cppean

Opportunities to appreciate pleasant climatic conditions
(shades, the warmth of the sun, wind breezes)

Pleasant sensorial experiences (sounds, pleasant built and
natural sceneries, water and green bodies, pleasant objects

to touch and pleasant smells)

Indicators

Determining users” residential areas (around the site, nearby
or far from the site)

How users” visit POSs (on foot, public transport, other
collective transport, private cars)

Where users come from before arriving to POSs (home,
work, school

Determining whether the space is easily accessed on foot
Determining whether the space is easily accessed by public
or collective transport

Determining whether the space is easily with private cars
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Indicators

Uses and Activities Determining if the space is suitable for children to play (during
the day and/or night, in hot summer days and/or rainy days)
Are there opportunities to play sports and exercise (during the
day and/or night, in hot summer days and/or rainy days)
Availability of entertainment opportunities (music, dance, street
open theatre, public celebrations)
Are there commercial activities? (shops, markets, restaurants

and coffee shops, informal walk around traders)

Indicators

Governance ldentifying awareness of any need to improve present POS
conditions (indication of most the relevant conditions)
ldentifying user's predisposition to participate
Determining awareness of who the stakeholders are
Identifying entities that users are more comfortable to share
their opinion and mcke proposals that can be vessels of
communication between residents and public and private

institutions

TABLE 2: AUTHOR *S SUMMARY OF CRITERIA AND RESPECTIVE INDICATORS USED IN THE ANALYSIS OF
PUBLIC OPEN SPACES IN LUANDA "S CITY CENTRE.

The demographics of the population enquired such as gender, age and occupation elucidate
understanding about the population that visit the spaces, their socio-economic background
and how their impressions about POSs in Luanda. However, the demographic data also

sheds light into gender discrepancies between age and gender groups that feel less

welcomed in POSs.



1.2 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

The design of the method intended to create a comprehensive roadmap to study POSs
in any given context and establish cultural characteristics that govern the uses and liveability
of public open spaces in specific neighbourhoods and cities. The combination of methods of
data collection complements each other avoiding personal researchers’ perception to lead
to conclusions and influence the proposals. The outcomes must talk about the characteristics
of the physical space and the desires and cultural values of its users. This data serves as a
basis to design liveable POSs. It is believed that the diagnosis serves to attend to the needs

and identify gaps but should not refrain creativity and innovation during design.
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CHAPTER II

Urban Interventions

2. INTRODUCTION

The early manifestations of urban settlements in western civilisation, the medieval cities,
were low and dense and the public square, the Agora, was generclly the place of
conversation, discussions, commercial exchonges, festive manifestations, and conviviality
(Goitia, 2014). The technological advancements that shaped the steam engine in late 18t
century and the discovery of new higher density energy sources geared the Industrial
Revolution. At a time where mankind survival depended agricultural practices, such
developments provided solid grounds to break the dependence of the production of goods

on human labour and draft animals to machine-based mcnufccfuring and forming (Ferréo

and Ferndndez, 2013},
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The densification of cities in the 19" century because of the industrial revolution that
promoted the massive rural-urban migration in the western context triggered the insalubrity
of those cities at first and later the eagerness to accommodate such populational density.
The early low and dense medieval public city with meandering streets gave way to high-
rise constructions, enchanted with geometric layouts using squares and straight lines in its
layouts to impart order and ensure the lacking salubriousness (Gehl and Svarre, 2013).
Although the Renaissance period already questioned the organic street layout of the
medieval cities, it was the Modern movement urbanism that established the geometric
application of straight lines and squares in urban design that remains today. During this
progression the sacredness of the pub|ic square was diluted and \'mpac’red the vibrancy of

oublic life, prioritising motorized mobility over pedestrian movement.

After the industrial revolution, the cities attractiveness as centres of education and
prosperity continue to motivate rural-urban migration. The scientific development of the motor
industry infroducing building elevators and motorised mobility provided the conditions for the
construction of higher buildings and broke the limitations of the geographic expansion of
cities. Together these developments set pre-conditions for denser and geographically larger
cities which led to urban sprawl. While cities have been the centre of culture, education,
politics and economy, the spatial spread of the city and creation of suburbia havens primarily
residential originated an outward movement of the affluent classes and inwardly lower-
income groups moved in and occupied the building stock (Jacobs, 1992). These newcoming
communities, with less economic power could not maintain these built structures leading to
decay of buildings and the flight to suburbia of upscale offices, shops, restaurants, and other

nightlife facilities leading to the slow “death” of the central role of city centres to urban life

(Montgomery, 2014).



To summarise, urban studies show a tendency of big and small cities to consolidate the

initial centre, as a reference of both physico| and economic grow’rh. The city s morpho|ogy
alters, exploding spatially to the point that the centre loses its managerial and economic role
and consequently its vitality (Montgomery, 2014). What follows is an outward movement of
affluent classes and sigmﬂconf economic p|oyers to suburbia, |owering prices of the real
estate market, an influx of lower-income groups unable to pay for the maintenance of the
building stock and public spaces (lbid). Additionally, the expansion focuses primarily on
building stock (residential, offices, shopping and other recreational facilities), neglecting the
importance of designed public open spaces, reducing their ability to promote public lifes
vitality. Furthermore, the covid pandemia introduced the remote work which remained after
the pandemia. The new work-life paradigm sets a new challenge to the cities” economies
that depend on everyday workers to travel, eat, and shop during their weekday working
life which in turn affects the liveability of city centre’s POSs and the economic sector {formal

and informal) that depends on the presence of people to thrive (Ndhlovu and Mhlanga,

2023; Sepe, 2021; Stevens et al., 2021).

This exponential urban growth led to the depletion of the earth’s natural resources and
additionally compromising environmental steadiness through air pollution and  the
inappropriate  approaches when dealing with the urban waste produced. These
environmental effects of urbanization raised concerns about the sustainability of human life.
The Sustainable Urban Development concept emerged amidst such concerns to guarantee
that current generations will not compromise the life of future ones through the efficient use
of non-renewable exploited resources, as well as the reduction of the extraction of non-
renewable resources, and the re-use and recycling of materials already exploited. This
concept became central in urban development interventions to guarantee efficiency in its

interventions and maintenance from social, economic, and environmental perspectives where
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governance is now also playing a decisive factor (Halfani, McCarney and Rodriguez, 1991;

Lindell, 2008 Gémez-Alvarez et al., 2017: Titov, 2021).

Whereas poverty and unemployment are important drivers of rural-urban migration
phenomenon, it is essential to mention that these are not the only ones. Other triggering
issues are conflict, environmental degradation, climate change and spatial inequadlities. In
2022, the United Nation estimated that 54% of the world population live in cities and that

by 2050 urban population will raise to 66% (UN-Habitat, 202 1).

One then starts to question the role public open spaces play in these urban dynamics.
The data collected in the UN-Habitat's Global Public Space Programme demonstrates that
cities who dedicate about 50% of their surface area to public spaces showcase higher
functioning standards. Unfortunately, not many cities around the world meet such target.
Consequently, cities lacking quality public spaces present reduced urban quality of life,
increased crime rates, social tensions, lower public health standards, and congestion.
Therefore, “public space provides leverage to optimize urban performance — build safer

and cohesive communities, reduce spatial inequalities, build local economies, and

bring nature back to the city (UN-Habitat, 2021, p. 16},

The United Nations Global Public Space Programme Annual Report 2021 states that the
orogramme completed 137 public space upgrading projects in Q0 different cities, impacting
the life of over 2.3 million people. This data permits to say that efficient transformation of

public spaces effectively improves urban dwellers quality of life.



2.1 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF URBAN INTERVENTIONS POLICIES
AND PROCESSES

For the sake of clarifying concepts, urban intervention (a terminology adopted by the
author) is @ term used in this paper that refers to all processes and policies applied to the
urban fabric to improve living conditions, both socially and physically. In western contexts of
Europe and North America primarily, urban redevelopment is a process that dates from as
ecarly as the 1930s, when cities attracted the labour force but could not provide decent
living conditions for this workforce (Fainstein, 2020; Gehl and Svarre, 2013). The result was
intolerable living conditions in old buildings of growing cities. Coupled with the wish to take
advantage of city centres potential, the birth of city redevelopment took place (Carmon
1999). The discussion of the three generations of urban interventions starts with the historical

backgrounds where they originated, in the global north.

THE FIRST GENERATION - Urban regeneration: the era of the bulldozer

This first generation of urban redevelopment’s main characteristic emphasises physical
transformation and is most recalled as the slum-clearance era, hence the bulldozer erc
terminology. The objective was to beautify city centres (Amado, 2019), motivated by the
poor living conditions that set in and the potential economic returns of central city land.
Therefore, the obliteration of slums took place, and the poor were sent to distant sites in the
outskirts of cities. As a policy, it originated in the United Kingdom (UK) with the Greenwood
Act of 1930 (Carmon, 1999; Fainstein 2020), enacting massive demolition and residential
neighbourhoods. The process was interrupted by World War |l and reinitiated with the
housing law of 1954. The objective established by the planners at the time was to erase 12

to 60,000 units a year and build 100 to 150,000 new units (Short, 1982 in Carmon, 1999).

The United States of America (USA) imported the practice, and there is still disagreement
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whether legitimisation happened with the Housing Law of 1937 or the Legislation of 1949,

the latter ciming to cater for decent and affordable housing for all (Carmon, 1999).

Most of the houses demolished in the UK were low-rise units replaced by large and high-
rise public housing projects. In the UK, the public sector cared for the clearance and
construction of the new housing units. The USA managed the process differently. In general,
the public sector was in charge of clearance, while private agencies oversaw the
construction of new units. As a result, more units were demolished than were built apart from
the fact that newly built units catered for a wealthier clientele in many cases (Fainstein, 2001,
2008). In both cases, in the UK and the USA cleared areas were sites of shopping centres,
cultural, and entertainment centres in high demand in the booming years that followed the
end of World War Il (Fainstein, 2001; 2020). Despite criticism, the model expanded in
western European countries and Canade; France's approach was forced removals, followed
by modernisation, which took place between 1958 and 1975 (Carmon, 1999). In many
western large cities, slum areas became concrete, steel and glass buildings, some essential

preserving functions in the city where they belong (Ibid).

From the outcomes of this era, several arguments surfaced at the time. First, in many
cases, the units built were designed for a wealthier clientele than those meant to occupy
them. Furthermore, multi-storey housing units were considered unfit for family life, let alone
low-income families (Carmon, 1999). Another observation was that the psychological distress
of displacements was not taken into consideration by the executors (lbid). Finally, since these
processes span two and sometimes three decades, unused buildings and vacant lots covered
the city centre, causing extensive economic damage. To sum up, the aftermath and long-term
social and economic distress caused by these projects were unforeseen. The demolitions,
relocation of families, the destruction of the social fabric of the communities affected by these

projects were commonalities on these projects. Moreover, the time they consumed, and the



economic burden caused, let alone the concentration of poor communities in large residential
housing blocks, resulted in high crime rates (Fainstein, 20071; Carmon, 1999). Therefore, this

policy was considered a failure (Carmon, 1999).

THE SECOND GENERATION - Urban renewal: neighbourhood
rehabilitation with an emphasis on social issues

This second generation of urban revitalisations” policy originated in the USA in the 1960s
when social prosperity was on the rise characterised by an economic upscale of large
extracts of society. Nevertheless, such prosperity perspectives evolved into “war on poverty”
programs through “ the rediscovery of poverty within a society of plenty” {Carmon 199G,
p.146; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016). The policy’'s main trace was the shift from
demolition to the renewal of the existing building stock, mainly of residential neighbourhoods,
and the catering for social needs of the community by adding/improving social services and
facilities on the sites (Carmon, 1999). Here we begin to see the first initiatives by public
administrations to promote residents participation in projects, waving the slogan of
‘maximum feasible participation " (Carmon, 1999, p.146; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht,

2016, 5. 218)

In the US, most of the investments allocated for these projects were directed at social
programs instead of physical rehabilitation/transformation of the housing stock or the
infrastructure. These funds were mainly public, 80% from Federal Government and 20% from
local authorities (Frieden and Kaplan, 1975; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016). Over seven
years, a fotal sum of 2.3 billion us dollars was spent. Most social programs that benefitted
from such funds range from education, health, professional training, and public safety
(Listokin, 1983). Only a tiny portion of the budget was spent on housing improvements and

infrastructure (lbid.)
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Importation with adaptation took place in the UK in the 1960s and 1970s (Carmon,
1999). In some European countries such as the UK, Sweden, Holland, and West Germany,
emphc:sis was on the physic0| conditions (hous‘mg and infrastructure) rather than reso\ving
social problems or providing social services (Hall, 2014). Nevertheless, the US comprehensive
approach was applied in other countries such as France, Canada, and Israel (Tricart, 199 1.
In France, for instance, the policy of Neighbourhood Social Development announced in 1981
reached 150 neighbourhoods and integrated management of housing, education, social
integration, employment, professional training, health, culture, and leisure similarly with an

emphasis on residents’ participation in the decision making (Carmon, 1999).

Critical observations of this policy aimed at the fact that neighbourhoods that needed
interventions integrated the program and budget allocation but did not grow accordingly,
resulting in the dilution of the actions and consequently the impact of the results (Carmon,
1999; Frieden and Kaplan, 1975). Another remark was about the policy framework being

extensive and ‘too theoretical (lbid).

THE THIRD GENERATION - Revitalisation: focused primarily on city

centres with emphasis on economic development.

This third generation of urban revitalizations emerged with the deceleration of the
economy in the 1970s coupled with the unfavourable balance of past urban redevelopment
strategies applied to date (from the 1930s through 1960s) done by western urban
researchers and critics (Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016; Hall, 2014), the right-wing
government cancelled second-generation redevelopment programs, and minimal public
expenditure was allocated to solve urban problems, especially in inner-city centres. At this
point, It is worth noting that the development of the neoliberal governance political

framework played a vital role in urban revitalisation approaches from the 1970s until today



Keping, 2018. Gijaltema, Biesbroek and Termeer, 2020; Titov, 2021), and so has

deindustrialisation and globalisation (Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016).

During the years of 1973 until 1980, industrial cities in the USA suffered from the change
of the globalised dispersion of the production economy with families” incomes coming to a
halt due to unemployment and cities losing population and tax bases (Carmon, 1999,
Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016; Hall, 2014; Ferrao and Fernandez, 2013). On the flip
side, in the 1980s, some cities began to revive, establishing themselves as financial and
regional hubs. This is the case of New York, Paris and Tokyo, which became financial hubs
and Miami and Toronto regional hubs (lbid). By then, the new globalised world traded the

production of goods-based economy by that of business and knowledge-based services

(Sassen, 1996 Sassen, 2012; Ferrdo and Ferndndez, 2013).

Spontaneous revitalisation processes took place in those large cities of the western world
during the 1970s and 1980s (Carmon, 1999; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016). By then,
the exodus of the affluent classes and significant economic players from city centres and the
influx of lower-income residents led to lowering prices in city centre land and property
(Montgomery, 2014). Two major groups are in the centre of the urban revitalisation
movement in the 1970s through the 1980s and further (Carmon, 1999; Guimaraes, 2021).
The first group are Public - Individual citizens partnerships, the case of ordinary residents’
small business owners interested in investing/upgrading derelict properties and public spaces
of their surroundings. Public support came directly from subsidised loans or indirectly through
special regulations and investments in the surrounding public services. In the second group,
there are Public-Private partnerships, a concept widely discussed in the literature that relates
to partnerships between large formal private companies and the public sector, generally

local governments with the same objectives as the previous group but usually aiming for

large-scale endeavours (Carmon, 1999; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016),
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In the first group, actions range from small scale upgrading of incumbent residents and
slow gentrification upgrading by immigrants or upscale native citizens (Grodach and
Ehrenfeucht, 2016). Individual gentrifying processes resulted from young urban professionals
{yuppies) and double-income couples or individuals with no kids (dinkies) that voluntarily invest
their money for the revitalisation of central residential neighbourhoods (Carmon, 1999) or @
defined perimeter in a central neighbourhood a process that could be the origin of the

Business Integrated District urban revitalisation model (Guimaraes, 202 1; Peyroux et al.,

2012).

Much criticism about gentrification is present in the literature (Uduku, 1999 Carmon,
1999; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016) as the reverse movement of city centre exodus. The
upgrading usually results in incumbent lower-class residents pushed outwards by the rise of
property values and the arrival of middle-income groups. However, recent literature has
argued that the impacts of gentrification have been exaggerated (Carmon, 1999; Gale
202 1b). For example, Grodach and Ehrenfeucht (2016, p. 23) describe gentrification as “a

complex phenomenon with multiple outcomes in different places’. They explain further

acknowledging the outward push of residents in some circumstances as an unwanted
outcome, whereas, in other neighbourhood contexts, gentrification addresses the high number
of vacant decayed building stock and the need for reinvestment for revitalisation. In the
latter case, Grodach and Ehrenfeucht (2016) explain that the displacement is manageable,
and the surplus of income originated from building upgrades beneficial to the neighbourhood
and the community. Furthermore, there are examples in lsrael illustrating that without
balanced gentrification, neighbourhood stigmatisation and the perceived image of poverty
and unsafety prevails, disregarding the improvement of local living conditions (Carmon,
1999). In Public-Private partnerships, projects generally concentrate in city centres, and
similar to first-generation redevelopments, they include large shopping centres, convention

centres, hotels and occasionally prestigious housing. Well-referenced examples are Quincy



Market in Boston, Pike Place in Seatle and Horton Plaza in San Diego (Carmon, 1999;

Fainstein, 2020).

Despite registry in the literature of their economic success (Fainstein 1994), it was also
established that Third Generation processes widened the gap between the “haves’ and
“have-nots” (Carmon, 1999. Gale, 2021b). Reports in Hamburg (Dangschatat and
Ossenbruegge, 1990), London and New York (Fainstein, 1994) support this conclusion.
Instead, cities grew divided and with aggravated social conflicts in the 1980s and 1990s,
with sites of urban revitalisation seen as an oasis in deserts of urban decay (Carmon, 1999).
Amid the derail of opfimistic early expectations of third-generation redevelopment, the
search for urban sustainability resurfaced in the 1990s (Hall, 2014), bringing together
concepts of city compactness and Transit-Oriented Development. The Brundtland Report of
1987 paved the way for a discussion about urban development and environmental
protection. The main concerns are the consumption of unrenewable energy and
environmental pollution. Hall's (2014)" Cities of Tomorrow™ explains how this new
“knowledge” converted into urban planning actions with the appearance of the mixed-use
concept of comb'\ning \\'ving, Workmg, services and leisure would minimise travel, enhance
city livability and reduce pollution (the Compact City). The strategy included aggravated
taxes for individual car usage and promoting collective transport and Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD). Also relevant is the Urban Task Force of the 1990s that, among other
things, aimed to revitalise public spaces to relaunch the city, backed by city marketing with
Barcelona being an emblematic example (Hall, 2014). The work of the Task Force reinforces
the conclusion that revitalisation became increasingly micro and localised rather than broad

and integrated info a city context.

Third Generation urban redevelopment processes are still in place, taking many shapes

and forms around the globe. The Business Improvement District model (BID) may be
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considered part of the stream. They originated in North America (Canadal in the 1960s
(Hoyt, 2006; Guimaraes, 2021; Elmedni, Christian and Stone, 2018) and were imported
across the western global north context and to the global south (South Africal (Hoyt 2006,
Guimaraes 2021, Peyroux et al., 2012; Ziebarth, 2020). BIDs generally tackle the cleanness
and safety of the perimeter of influence (Hoyt, 2006; Peyroux et al., 2012). Other examples
of revitalisation urban interventions are “The Night Economy” (Lovatt and O'Connor, 2010),
a trend of the 1980s at a time of the rediscovery of city centre cultural and physical capital
and "The Use of Festive Seasons (Hughes, 1999), a trend of the 1990s that had as an
incentive to improve urban safety during night hours apart from the economic objective by
activating city centres prolonging the use of city centre land beyond the fall of night darkness.
"The Nighttime Economy’ concept was put info practice by Leeds City Council, following
their earlier seminar on the subject. It launched, what it called its "24 Hour City Initiative”, in
1994" (Hughes, 1999:125) which soon spread to other British cities such as Hogmanay,
Edinburgh, Leeds, Cardiff and Manchester (Ibid). In Brittain’s context, both strategies fall
under the urban entrepreneurialism that took over urban revitalisation initiatives fostered by

cuts in local authorities’ budgets and neoliberal ideologies that promoted the use of urban

land primarily for financial returns (Harvey, 1989, 2006; Hughes, 1999).

All three examples within the third-generation urban interventions paradigm talk about
neoliberal investment policies in city centre revitalisations and globalisation was the push for
the wide dissemination of such models across the world (Hughes, 1999). Furthermore, less
public investment in urban revitalisation called for neoliberal creative models to resist city
decay and urban unsafety (Peyroux et al., 2012; Lavatt and O'Connor, 2010; Hughes 1999).
It is relevant to say that all three generations of urban redevelopment strategies discussed
have transpired and been imported to global south cities and Africa particularly (Croese,
2018). Many African flagship national social housing programs have supported their

strategies in the slum-clearance policy importation (Bekker, Croese and Pieterse, 2021), and



so have happened with neighbourhood upgrading and city centre revitalisation processes

as is the case of Business Integrated Districts (BIDs) (Hoyt 2006; Guimaraes 202 1; Peyroux

et al, 2012).

Integrated into Third Generation models, this research focuses on community-based
public open space interventions supported by state leadership and policy amendment as
part of a city integrated revitalisation strategy. Interventions in public open spaces are rarely
the sole initiative of individuals or communities (Amado, 2019). However, there is an
increasing trend that citizen initiatives ignite public spaces revitalisation processes (Peyroux
et al., 2012). What is interesting to discuss now is the policy transfer because it sheds light
on the challenges and successes from where valuable lessons are drawn for the urban
revitalisation of Luanda. Furthermore, apart from policy transfer, current revitalisation trends
stress urban governance and public participation as vital paradigms to successful, sustainable

and longstanding urban revitalisation and a brief discussion about those issues is presented

below (Pieterse, 2018 Guimaraes, 202 1: Amado, 2019).

To summarise Carmon's (1999) classification of the Three Generations of urban
redevelopment, it is essential to deftermine the main lessons taken from each one of them.
Besides the fact that there is visible disinvestment from the public sector into urban
redevebpmem interventions, possib|y derived from neoliberal parcdigms currenﬂy in p|0ce
as well as a significant reduction of the interventions area, each policy left behind important

lessons worth noting:

First Generation
This era is marked by a series of strategies that are better off left behind. These include
the abandonment of the physical determinism, massive demolitions through slum-clearance,

massive relocation of families, and the construction of residential neighbourhoods with high-
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rise structures to house low-income populations. One of the critical points to keep from this
policy outcomes is the understanding that improvements of the built environment do not

necessarily translate into a positive social impacts and citizens prosperity.

Second Generation

The projects developed under this policy have proven that community participation
(working with and for incumbent residents) is beneficial for the existing residents but not
enough to erase the social stigma and prejudice towards the affected areas. Therefore, it is
vital to consider altering the composition of the population to produce positive externalities
and improve the social status of the area. Furthermore, the dilution of the budget allocated
while trying to intervene in too many locations simultaneously, reduced the effectiveness of
the actions taken. It is difficult to prioritise sites of poverty but addressing all simultaneously,
in this case, produced nullifying effect undermining the efforts. Planning to start and finish
interventions according to budget constraints is both the challenge and the lesson in these

policies.

Third Generation
This policy is marked by governance dynamics and citizen agency to improve the built
environment. Although private-public urban redevelopment initiatives under this policy have
had positive impacts, its scope has limited itself to major cities and small areas within the
cities they take place. The main criticism here is harmful gentrification because improvements
tend to raise property values and drive existing residents out. These projects, in the words of

Naomi Carmon (1999, p. 154), tend to create ‘islands of revitalisation within seas of

decline” and to increase disparities between the "haves’ cnd “have-nots’.



Urban Physical Social Scale of the Timeline

Intervention Construction Improvement Intervention
Regeneration LA & - Mainly State The City - 1930s -
1st Generation Funded Urban expansion 1975
Renewal - — g State/Public- Residential 1960s -
2nd Generation Private Neighbourhoods  1970s
Partenerships Near and away
from the city
centre
Revitalisation * b xS State legislative ~ Streets and 1970s—
3rd Generation incentives urban blocks in 1990s and
Mainly Private the city centre onwards
funded

TABLE 3: AUTHOR S COMPARISON BETWEEN THE THREE GENERATIONS OF URBAN

Terminologies
Despite Carmon (1999} categorisation of what she labels the “Three Generations” of
urban redevelopment, it is essential to mention that all three policies and interventions are
frequently mentioned in the literature as the same process because of the common general
obiecﬂve of improving urban phys'\co\, social, economic and |o’re\y with greater emphasis

environmental decay (Ramlee et al, 2015). Other terminologies are:

- urban rehabilitation, restoration, refurbishment, reconstruction, urban

renaissance, and urban redevelopment [Ibid).

Furthermore, other authors such as Grodach and Ehrenfeucht (2016) interpret differently
the historical evolution of urban revitalisation, in the US context precisely, through a series of
policies and practices, which are New Deal (the 1930s - 1940s), Urban Renewal (1950s -
1970s), War on Poverty (1960s), New Federalism {1970s-1980s and Neoliberalism {1980s
until today). Nevertheless, what is important to retain is that this research intends to
demonstrate that with the right approach to urban revitalisation, the Third generation, which
is the focus of this paper, can help to address the common objectives of all three generations

of urban redevelopment specifically, by using public open spaces (Ramlee et al., 2015; 2016;

2018; Muneerudeen et al., 2016; Day, 2016: Gutiérrez and Torn, 2020).
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The purpose of this research work is to bring back the social vitality to the public realm
of Luanda’s city centre. Although in some cases a degree of physical intervention is
necessary, the focus of this research is not physical determinism and the beautification of the
city alone but to promote social inclusion and social interaction in public spaces through
mindful intervention that cater for the needs of the users” a strategy that prioritises the
participation of the community, local district and municipalities decision makers and actors in
the private sector. The author opts to call urban interventions as a general term to all urban
redevelopments in the urban fabric and urban revitalisation to contextualise the model of
intervention this research work intends to propose, as a third-generation type of urban
intervention. Further discussions on Policy mobility/transfer and Urban Governance are

oresented below.

2.2 INSIGHTS ABOUT POLICY MOBILITY - THE
IMPORTATION/EXPORTATION OF URBAN REVITALIZATION POLICIES
AND PRACTICES

It is interesting to reflect on the above depiction of the origins and travelling of the three
generations of urban redevelopment as testimonies of policy transfer. The policies discussed
above originated in one country and spread across continents and hemispheres (Carmon,
1999: Hoyt, 2006; Peyroux et al., 2012; Watson 2009) which resume the definition of Policy
Transfer. Nevertheless, Hoyt (2006, p. 223) defines policy transfer as "how policies and
practices in one context are used to develop policies and practices in other settings "
Hoyt explains that such a concept is not limited to urban planning and gives examples of the
British income tax policy borrowed by the US and skyscrapers and cloverlecaf intersections

imported by Europeans from the US. Nevertheless, the terminology around this topic evolved

and recent studies (Lovell et al., 2023; Lovell, 2019; Haupt, 2023; McCann, 2013) identify



policy diffusion, policy transfer and policy mobility as related terms that vary according to

the field they are applied where the former two “both mostly applied in political science
and public policy” and the lafter “which is more common among human geographers
and urban studies scholars’especially since the 2010s(Haupt, 2023, p. 2). The term used

in this work is Policy Mobility.

Other terms in the literature regarding Policy Mobility are lesson-learning, policy
borrowing, policy shopping, and travelling policies alluding to the flow of ideas between
profess‘\onds and pub|ic officials acquiring know|edge and 0pp|ymg to their home countries
or environments (Hoyt, 2006; Haupt, 2023). It is essential to state that Policy Mability
happens intra-nationally and internationally. The concept of BIDs, for example, started in

Canada in the 1960s spread around the country before being imported to the United States

and Europe (Hoyt, 2006; Guimaraes, 2021).

Policy mobility has been in place for over a century in urban planning history (Hoyt,
2006). The literature describes policy agents that act in representation of the public sector,
non—profif organizations, public and private organizations representatives as “policy
entrepreneurs’ that, by establishing knowledge networks, advocate for the spread of specific
policies and information. “Urban policy entrepreneurs — like architects, planners, and
other experts — have travelled to study other places, make contacts, attend lectures,
and return to their homelands to report what they have learnti{Hoyt, 2006, p. 223). For
example, French planners implemented housing projects schemes after visiting the United
States and learning about New Deal projects. Another example is the appearance of
shopping centres in the United States in the early 1950s during suburbia sprawl (Jacobs
1990, Montgomery 2014; Hoyt, 2006) only to become a frend to which affluent nations

with vacant land could afford the likes of Canada and Australia (Hoyt, 2006,
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It is vital to understand policy mobility because its practice is rising (Hoyt, 2006; Haupt,
2023). The reason is that public sector efforts for urban revitalization are decreasing, and
alternative practices come into play (lbid). Furthermore, developments in technology such as
the internet have facilitated policy entrepreneurs individually or in a professional network to
shop and adopt ‘best-practices’ strategies without an in-depth understanding of locall
legislative, economic, political, and socio-cultural differences between the exporting and
importing realities (Carmon, 1999). Vanessa Watson (2009, p. 157) emphasizes concerns

about this trend, signalling that neoliberalist ideologies that “either the market or
communities could solve urban issues appear to be increasingly unrealistic’ and

suggest governments decisive role through reformed instruments, especially in the global

south, are needed. The result is, on some occasions, the worsening of urban problems

intended to solve (Hoyt, 2006; Lovell, 2029).

In the global south, and specifically in the sub-Saharan African context, cities under
colonial rule were sites of experimentation, urban development po|icies and practices
happening concurrently in the global north (Fainstein, 2020; Immerwhar, 2007).
Notwithstanding the proclamation of independence of those countries, what Hoyt (2006)
alert about is the fact that simplistic importation/exportation of policies have perpetuated in
colonized countries where urban policies and practices still date from pre-incependence
times (Myers, 2011; Pieterse, 2018; Watson, 2009) and the risk of policy failure mobilities
is a reality to consider (Lovell, 2019). Additionally, historic site of the unprivileged eternalised
as is the case of Mathare in Nairobi in Kenya that rather than being improved serve the
lucrative interests of a privileged group exploiting the informal settlement’s infrastructural
deficiencies in water provision (Kimari, 2021). Another form of neglect of unplanned
neighbourhoods is to sideline residents requests to improve their living conditions as
happened in South Africa within the framework of an Integrated Development Project (IDP)

that promotes participation but does not guarantee real integration of concerns voiced by



the have-nots living in “informal” settlements (Groenewald, 2021). Despite regulatory
frameworks designed in post-apartheid democratic South Africa to enforce, public
participation in planning and implementation of policy includes and hear the voice of the
poor and of residents in informal settlements "the decentralising rhetoric of the national
state diverges substantially from its centralising practice, which helps confine the
residents of South Africa’s informal settlements both to the periphery of urban areas
and to the footnotes of the economy. They form part of a global underclass that is being
abandoned, forgotten, or wished away on the outskirts of world cities, disconnected
entirely from the potential opportunities of a fourth industrial revolution” (Groenewald,

2021, p. 26)

In the Angolan context, it is possible to trace the importation of the three generations of
urban redevelopment that Carmon (1999) discusses. For example, in Luanda, city centre slum-
clearance initiatives happened in the vicinities of the Island of Luanda and outskirts, social
housing projects in the late 1980s (Real, 2011) up until 2000s (Croese, 2018), associated
with flagship social housing projects such as the neighbourhoods of Golfe, Zango and
Panguila where the uprooted population were sent to live. Second Generation projects

directed at improving social living conditions happened in not-so-central neighbourhoods

such as Prenda neighbourhood in 1942 (Maia, 2019; Buire, 2022) and Mértires do

Kifangondo neighbourhood in the early 2000s.

Based on Luanda’s Master Plan (in Portuguese PDCL - Plano Director Geral de Luandal,
the city has beneficiated from Third Generation revitalization projects, as is the case of Rua
dos Mercadores in the city centre. This revitalization resembles what Carmon [1953)
considers the pubhc—ind‘\viduo\ por‘rnerships where an architect's firm (Yuppies) with local
administration support and incumbent residents improved public space conditions primarily

and owners refurbished and rented abandoned properties to bring about positive change.
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As a result, this project is accepted mainly by the middle-income community and higher as @

success story despite showcasing gentrification dynamics discussed by Carmon (1999), Uduku

(1999) and Gale (20214,

The inclusionary notion of public spaces may not resolve the problem of social exclusion
and economic inequalities in revitalization processes, and the revitalization of the Bay of
Luanda is an example of that. In fact, as Chloe Buirre (2022, ©. 13) puts it, "the role of the
architect/planner (is to) offer spatial fixes to limit social violence but not to redress
social...inequalities”. This research stands on the grounds that inclusively revitalized public
open spaces can be an essential tool to reduce adverse gentrification effects acknowledging
its partial contribution to a complex and multifaceted problem. Moreover, the research
proposes the right to the city to every citizen and intra-city importation of policies, a model
based on local needs and socic-cultural characteristics that may induce sustainable
revitalization. Public participation and urban Governance play essential roles in current
urban revitalization strategies, this research intends to build upon these factors. Discussions

about Governance and its role in urban development follow in the next section.

2.3 GOVERNANCE, GOOD GOVERNANCE AND URBAN
GOVERNANCE

The term governance has been extensively discussed in the past decades, many times
alluding to multiple interpretations from the act or practice of state governing actions and a
multi-level, multi-scalar and multi actors’ perspective within and outside government or as a
combination of state and non-state actors (Pieterse, 2000: Watsen, 2009 World Bank,

1989 Bevir, 2016).



Governance refers to “patterns of rule or practices of governing. The study of
governance generally approaches power as distinct from or exceeding the centralised

authority of the modern state’ (Bevir, 2016) and can be used to describe the nature of

political reforms in the western world that happened and the role of the state after the

public-sector reforms of the 1980s and Q0s (Bevir, 2016; Watson, 2009). These reforms
shifted from the model of exclusive state-led decision making and responsibilities to a more
significant predominance of co-sharing of such responsibilities with the markets, especially in
public services delivery (Bevir, 2016). Furthermore, the term can describe any pattern of rule
that arises either where the state is too weak to impose its will or when it is dependent on
other actors. However, the term may also be applied generally to rule patterns such as

hierarchic state structures that existed before the 1980s and 1990s public sector reforms

(Ibid).

When discussing Governance regarding civil society and resistance, radicals and
sociologists have looked at Governance from a citizenry standpoint where citizens are
participants in the election of political powers and active participants in managing their

territory (Bevir, 2016). However, two visions arise from this perspective. "When social
scientists study neoliberal reforms in the public sector reforms and the impact of
neoliberal reforms on the public sector, they focus on the cooperative relations
between the state and other institutionalised organisations involved in policymaking
and the delivery of public services. In contrast, when social scientists study social
movements, they focus on the informal links between activists concerned to contest

the policies and actions of corporations, states, and international organisations’ {lbid).

Relevant discussions about Governance happen in public policy and democratic
Governance, from which, in the interest of the discussion of this research, two aspects may

be highlighted. The first one relates to Public Policy. Necliberalist ideclogies have not been
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clear on how the state should implement public policies, which are primarily state
responsibilities but need to address the context of the neoliberal state (Harvey, 1989; Bevir,
2016; Brogan, 2020). “To some extent, the leading types of answers reflect the leading
theories of Governance. Rational choice theory tends to promote market solutions; its
exponents typically want to reduce the role of the state in implementing policies.
Institutionalism tends to concentrate on strategies by which the state can manage and
promote particular types of organisations; its exponents typically offer advice about
how the state can realise its policy agenda within a largely given institutional setting.
Interpretive theory tends to promote dialogic and deliberative approaches to public
policy; its exponents typically want to facilitate the flow of meanings and perhaps

thereby the emergence of a consensus” (Bevir, 2016},

The second one refers to Democratic Governance. Embed in this topic are discussions
of "good governance”, which economists initiate, who believe that Democratic Governance
is paramount to economic efficiency (Bevir, 2016). Good Governance is defined as barriers
to corruption at the institutional level as a prerequisite to the effective functioning of the
market economy (Hendriks, 2014; Bevir, 2016). It requires transparency from a legitimate
state democratically elected with an administrative body that promotes fair competition

within the public and private sectors alike (lbid.)

Good Governance (GG) is relevant to this discussion since international financial
institutions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WB) have
increasingly conditioned financial aid to developing countries to the adoption of GG
principles. As a result, national governments adopted GG's principles, emphasised by the
United Nations agenda for sustainable development, through multi-level actors and

participatory governing practices (Piterse, 2000, 2004; Bevir, 2016, Pieterse, Parnell and

Croese, 2017).



Governance and policymaking in the African context

At this point, it is essential to say that neoliberal theories that followed public-sector
reforms in the global North in the 1980s and 1990s, such theories reverberated and
impacted the global south and Africa in particular. Governance has revealed different

challenges and opportunities in the African urban reality (Harvey, 1989 Pieterse, 2000,

2004; Watson, 2009).

Much of the confinent witnesses an increasing influx of population due to rural-urban
migrations and struggles with urban poverty and essential services infrastructure (Moreno,
2017). However, “At 40% urban, African cities contribute 50-70% of the continent's GDP®
Moreno, 2017. UN-Habitat, 2015). Moreover, with a dominant prevalence of state
formation through the colonisation - decolonisation route (Therborn, 2017), with Eritrea being
one exception, centralised state rule and top-down decision—mokmg prevoi\ in African
nations, and Angola is an example (Croese, 2016, 2018). Nevertheless, despite the
prevalence of authoritarian states, Governance from the civil society - contestation

perspective and public policy standpoints have manifested in African countries (Agunbiade

and Olajide, 2016; Pieterse, 2002).

In the African context, different actors [civil society, public servants, private sector) view

governance paradigms differently. “Urban Governance is fundamentally about the
nature, quality and purpose of the relationships linking various institutional spheres
involved—Iocal state, civil society, and the private sector—in urban areas. These
relationships span from formally structured/regulated dimensions to informal ones’

(Pieterse, 2000, p. 12 noting Urban Governance).

Existing literature about Governance presents various definitions of the term (World Bank,

1989; Halfani, McCarney and Rodriguez, 1991). For example, The World Bank (1989)
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defines Governance from a more managerial perspective, at the national scale, as the
exercise of power by the state in the management of a nation’s affairs. Another definition
follows the co-responsibility stance of Governance derived from a combination of "good
governance perspectives of social inclusion and participatory processes. Radicals’ visions of
the term determine that "Governance involves a variety of actors — formal and
informal/traditional, local, and international — who share the responsibility to govern
and exercise power through a multiplicity of instruments. Central to this exercise of
power are people: the government and the governed. In this regard, the quality of
relationships amongst the various stakeholders (the rulers and the ruled) and the

instruments involved are critical” (Agunbiade, Olajide C Bishi, 2021, p. 129).

A definition in line with current global development agendas such as the United Nations
Agenda 2030 and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals are described by Harpham and
Boateng (1997). They define Urban governance as processes and mechanisms through which
diverse actors in a given urban cen’rre/cify organise their actions and resources for the
common urban good through the utilisation of economic, social, political and environmental
resources elaborating on the nature of actors being formal and informal, governmental, and
non-governmental, public, and private (Harpham and Boateng, 1997). However, these
authors build the argument that these actors may only effectively promote change if
institutionalised arrangements, establishing structures and systems are in place, and the

emergence of stakeholders’ diverse interests result in processes of consensus building,
contestation, or a combination of both (Hendriks, 2013; Lindell, 2008; Melo and Baiocchi

2006 cited in Bekker, Croese and Pieterse, 2021).

The discussion extends to two relevant aspects further. The first is the consensus-building
versus contestation aspect of urban Governance (in the relationship between civil society

and the state, between government and governed) in the fransformation of African cities.



The other is promoting Good Governance (Halfani, McCarney and Rodriguez, 1988),
Global Agendas and Developmental urban trends to African nation-states such as
sustainable urban development, smart cities and the World Class city phenomena of global
south cities (Croese, 2016, 2018). After the intense promotion of Urban Governance and
Good Governance principles in developing countries, the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund, and United Nations agencies (Pieterse, 2004, Jones, Clench and Harris
2014; Speer, 2012 cited in Bekker, Croese and Pieterse, 2021), African governments
followed suit. For example, the Egyptian government and the South African government
(Pieterse 2004; Donaldson and Du Plessis 2013) infroduced such doctrines info national

public policies, especially for urban development and management.

However, contrary to initial expectations of poverty alleviation and improvements in
primary service delivery through decentralisation and privatisation, some reverse effects have
been seen, and reflections are arising whether such paradigms are in their entirety adequate
to the continent socio-economic challenges (Pieterse, 2004). It is a fact that global cities
demonstrate increasing gaps between the upper and the lower scale of the society both
socially and economically, but this challenge is more significant in cities of the global south

where ‘poverty is widespread, and resources are limited * (Lemanski, 2007, p. 451).

In most developing world cities, the private sector eagerly embraces opportunities to get
control of essential bulk services such as water management or transport provision. However,
unless the political sphere is sufficiently democratised and progressive civil society interest
groups equipped enough, this is not an effective measure for exfending services to the low-
income groups because private service providers look for profits and the less fortunate is
unable to meet the costs for the deliverance of such services on one end and on the other,
due to the fragility of the infrastructure in the unplanned neighbourhoods most of them live,

end up having higher living costs than citizens of the planned city.
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An example of challenges of water provision in informal or unplanned settlements in
African cities is Mathare, the former native city in Nairobi in Kenya (Kimari, 2021). This site
became an informal settlement in post-colonial Kenya maintaining the sore reality of
underserved water infrastructure which is taken as an advantage to what Wangui Kimari
2027, p. 105) calls the "water cartels”, established by local water operators — usually
city elites with strong connections to the main water regulator”. Kimari {2021, p. 107}
goes on to say that “...community efforts, ‘machinic’ initiatives — that produce ‘non-
revenue’ water — are often criminalised And their voices on the streets of Nairobi —
‘enunciatory’ community-led initiatives — have not to date succeeded in enabling long-
term access to this resource. Consequently, they continue to pay more for irregular and
unsafe water brought to them by various empires. " Therefore, regulatory instruments
cannot be divorced from political systems and cultures. In contexts of shallow democracy,
weak civil society organisations and high levels of patronage politics, such an agenda is, in

fact, a recipe for crude, destructive deregulation and privatisation that exacerbates inequality

(Pieterse, 2004).

On the other hand, informal settlements, an inherent characteristic of African cities
(Myers, 2011). Watson (2009) argues that such kind of urban explosion (informal settlement
sprawl and densification) often happen with disregard to “formal” urban planning that is
state-led and rather than addressing the issue, formal urban policies of the developing world
{which aim is to control and eradicate informal settlements) shift the urban poor to urban
peripheries. Given the magnitude of the problem (only 40% of African cities are urbanised
(Moreno, 2017) and new urban planning strategies are needed to acknowledge and work
with informality both at economic and residential perspectives (Watson, 2009; Myers, 2011).
Here, the inclusivity and participatory processes are believed to have significant contributions

if applied according to local redlities (robustness of civil society, the private sector and the



institutional capacity to coordinate such processes (Watson, 2009: Donaldson and Du Plessis,

2013).

Currently, there is an increasing awareness on the part of communities of the active part
they may take to improve their social conditions to which the internet of things plays an
important role. However, this awareness leads to the reluctance of communities to passively
accept state-led initiatives and policy implementation, through the decisions of politicians and
state technocrats that impact their living environments. On the flip side, planners increasingly
realise that inferventions at the urban levels are more likely to be effective with community
support and multi-stakeholder consensus (Watson, 2009). Nonetheless, and especially in the
context of the global south, participatory planning and urban development have been
hindered by the nature of state-civil society relations, the extent to which democracy is
accepted and upheld, state technical capacity, the degree of local governments decision

making autonomy and finance and finally the availability of data to support objective

informed decisions (Pieterse, 2004; Watson, 2009: Parnell and Croese, 2019).

In Africa, although governments prevail as centralised structures many times tied by
political ideclogies from central government level to provincial and municipal substructures,
manifestations of civil society contestations against {1) state national policy implementations,
(2), neglect of low-income areas or (3) urban development projects have been registered. It
is crucial to retain that participation, as seen in the historical review of urban redevelopments
in the global north, is not a newly discovered ideology and the application of community
oarticipation in processes of urban interventions did not prevent their failure. Nevertheless,
some literature has presented “Participation as the new tyranny” (Pieterse, 2018a, p. 163)
and called our aftention that participation alone with its well-established rhetoric and
techniques could be influenced in the face of powerful political and economic interests and

serve fo legitimise and submerge emerging critique (lbid).
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Pieterse (Pieterse, 2000, 2018b, 2018a) offers analytical and critical descriptions of his
understanding of current African urban development forces at play. Pieterse (2018b)
describes Narrative, Ritual and Deal-making interests as formal vested visible interests.
However, Pieterse (2018b) explains that visible, invisible, and hidden interests all play critical
roles in the discussions and decisions on the table in urban interventions. Therefore, actors
who want to advance progressive alternatives to urban development need to learn how to
navigate opaque ‘rules-of-the-game” and learn to read beyond prevailing narratives and
their functioning, along with rituals of public administration or else change will not be effective

and hardly destabilise practices that reproduce the status quo (Ibid).

2.4 SUSTAINABILITY - THE COMMON GROUND IN CURRENT URBAN
INTERVENTION THEORY AND PRACTICE

For the past decade, Sustainable urban interventions have been a subject of interest in
the practice of urban planning, urban design, architecture, science and social studies.
Sustainability comes to light as a concept in the United Nations Brundtland report of 1987
called Qur Common Future. This report discusses the impact of society's development, urban
planning interventions, and construction activities, highlighting the externalities of such actions
on the natural environment. The main concerns are urban consumption trends and excessive

mining of non-renewable resources from the earth.

In 1990, the Green Paper discussed the built environment and presented the city as the
central vehicle in achieving global sustainable development. In 2007, a report from the
United Nations Fund for People announced that about 80% of the world's population would
live in cities by 2030, and expectations that cities in the global south may witness the more

significant population density growth became a plausible fact (Amado 2019).



There are several definitions of the term Sustainability. However, the United Nations

definition mentioned in the Brundtland Report of 1987 is considered the classic one stating
that “Sustainable development is a development that meets the needs of the present without

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (Sustainable

Development - UNESCQO®.

Global Agendas currently in place reinforce the “trend” of Sustainable Urban
Development. Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development, the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) approved in September of 2015 at the United Nations Organization
Assembly, and the New Urban Agenda (NUA) approved in October 2016 atf the Habitat I
conference are some of the global agendas at work currently. In addition, nation-states
ratified both Agendacs. Furthermore, SDG 11 explicitly dedicates attention to creating
inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable cities and human settlements. SDG 11 is particularly
relevant for public open spaces interventions, but its implementation needs to cross with other
complementary Development Goals such as SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
and SDG 17 Partnerships for Goals. The complementary of these SDGs lay on the fact that
interventions in public open spaces invariably reflect the ability of local administrative
institutions to cater for resident’s needs and expectations with a degree of economic and
decision-making autonomy which in the context of the prevailing autocratic political context
is a challenge. Additionally, partnerships between public and private sectors with communities

is incentivised and is a critical component for the method developed during this research.

As a concept, the introduction of Sustainability in this research work is not a current trend
or a buzzword. Furthermore, Sustainability goes beyond scientific fashionable urban trends.

It talks about the durability and the ability of a system to sustain itself with little or no external

6 https://en.unesco.org/themes/educati on-sustai nabl e-devel opment/what-is-esd/sd
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inputs (derived from the circular economy and sustainable urban metabolism) (Ferréo and
Fernandez, 2013). In this respect, the research aims to propose an adaptive model to
activate and maintain attractive and liveable public open spaces whose qualities are durable

and can be self-sustained in the long run.

2.5 THE RELEVANCE OF PUBLIC SPACES STUDIES IN URBAN
REVITALIZATION PROCESSES - HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY
ACCOUNTS.

Knowledge, experience and craftsmanship in the Middle Ages in western European
culture [reference to European context to Portuguese colonisers in Angolal as well African
ancient human settlement history was passed down from generation to generation and

shared in public spaces where mobility was generally pedestrian (Gehl and Svarre, 2013;

Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia 2019; Koutonin, 2016; Amaral, 1999, 2000a).

The first reflections of the need to preserve public life from the Medieval city to keep it
alive are found in Camillo Sitte's publication on The art of building cities back in 1889 (Sitte,
1965; Gehl and Svarre, 2013; Hall, 2014). The focus of this work is public open spaces
that comprise streets, sidewalks, and plazas in a city centre context. Since Camillo Sitte's
work, a long history of public life and public spaces studies happened. The most prevailing
after Sitte's work was modern movement ideologies of Le Corbusier with the functionality
perspective of zoning and mass production of housing to free up space and introduce green
areas to Jane Jacobs reclaim of street life. Richard Florida's publication, The rise of the

creative class in 2002, emphasises the city as a “framework for creativity (Gehl and Svarre,

2013: Carmona, 2021).

Industrialisation and economic growth, especially in the global north coupled with

overpopu\a‘rion in city centres and severe urban deccy and health conditions, have set pre-



conditions for urban expansion and traffic-oriented development (Carmon, 1999; Jacobs,

1992. Gehl and Svarre, 2013: Hall, 2014).

Unfortunately, in the process of improving living, social and economic conditions by
successive urban redevelopment policies and programs, public life and public space were
thought to happen automatically, but they did not (Gehl and Svarre, 2013). Critics arising in
the 1960s by Jane Jacobs, Christopher Alexander, and Wiliam H. Whyte (Jacobs, 1992;
Montgomery, 2013; Gehl and Svarre, 2013) established that traffic oriented urban planning
and the lack of liveability, walkability and pedestrian security in street life was a problem
and public spaces, in general, were necessary for healthy and vibrant public life. “Poverty
of experiences was coined as the health and psychological dimensions in the importance of
public spaces in the face of the rising stressful, sedentary and commuting lives that
characterised urban living from the first half of the 20th century. Public space as the site of
democracy is another dimension of importance worth exploring. The challenges in authority
that marked public spaces in cities of western civilisation such as Prague in Czechoslovakia
in 1968 and Berlin in Germany in 1961 reinforced the need for public space for protests
and the community to voice their opinions (Gehl and Svarre, 2013). In Cairo (the year 2011),

public spaces were the stage for public protest undemocratic governing policies (Ibid.).

Global agendas in urban development such as the United Nations Brundtland Report
about sustainable development increased local administration bodies and urban planners’
willingness to adopt public space and public life studies to strengthen inner-city centres in
the face of growing globalisation and neoliberal trend of inter-city competitiveness in the
1280s (Hoyle, 2002; Gehl and Svarre 2013; Carmona, 2021). Also relevant is the Urban
Task Force of the 1990s that among other goals, aimed to revitalise public spaces to
relaunch the previous industrial city into a service-based one by intervening in vacant and

obsclete industrial sites within the city centre backed by city marketing, Barcelona in Spain
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being an emblematic example (Hall, 2014). The intention was to make cities stand out in
urban infernational competitiveness. Winning the competition to house the Olympic games of
1994 gave Barcelona another financial boost to upgrade old industrial sites. As Peter Hall
(2014) puts it, the Planning Pilgrims focused on revitalising public spaces and community

facilities.

Another example is Freiburg in Britain, “the short-distances city,” where building, planning,
energy, and waste policies focus on energy efficiency and improved living standards for all
(Ibid). This concept persisted and travelled to the global south. In the same sustainability
movement, we find Curitiba in Brazil and its winning bus metro project providing built fabric
improvement while focusing on Transit Oriented Development. City competitiveness,
innovation and spectacular architecture happened in global south cities, as are the
revitalisation of waterfronts and city centres in cities such as Singapore, Dubai, Lagos and
luanda, for example (Hoyle, 2002; Croese, 2018; Bekker, Croese and Pieterse, 2021).
However, contrary to western cities, revitalisation focused on restoring the colonicl-built
fabric rather than obsolete industrial sites in the global south context. Here, population density
growth and urban expansion have different origins than the industrialisation -
deindustrialisation route of most cities of the global north (Castells, 1983). In search of a
“global city” title, more emphasis has been put on economic returns from tax collection and
tourism attraction on the latter interventions that explore public spaces and “symbols of the
city” (Muneerudeen et al, 2016; Ramlee et al., 2015) many times not taking in consideration

social integration (Croese, 2018).

Public spaces have also incorporo’red pub|ic: participation and governance models for
revitalisation and intervention (Gehl and Svarre, 2013; Carmona, 2021). Matthew
Carmona'’s (2021) “Public Spaces Urban Spaces - Dimensions of urban design” offers a

comprehensive recollection of urban spaces and urban design information. The book



navigates between public space and urban design from theoretical and practical

perspectives with insightful information about the western context and the developing world.
Carmona (2021) offers critical understandings about public space interventions, modernist
viewpoints on public space, and current trends such as mix-use, the environmental agenda,

technology, and Place-Making.

Pioneers of Place-Making interventions in public space, for community interaction and
participation in the transformation of surrounding public spaces, is Project for Public Spaces
- PPS (PPS, 2000; Gehl and Svarre 2013). The book "How to turn a place around ”
(Madden, 2021) is one of the works of PPS. The book contains guidelines on creating suitable
public spaces, mainly from a western perspective. The concept/initiative has travelled to the
global south and Africa particularly, with the creation of Place-Making Africa but borrowing
the same set of guidelines and principles of the north. Nevertheless, the work of Jan Gehl
(2010, 201 1; Gehl and Svarre, 2013) of approximately 50 years provides evidence of the
importance of public spaces in urban life and for the fields of urban design and urban
olanning. There is also evidence that public open space interventions can improve city
liveability, walkability, and scfety (Gehl and Svarre, 2013; Ramlee et al, 2015;
Muneerudeen, Al Khani and Furlan, 2016; Rahman, Piccolo and Bonafede, 2020), which
are vital ingredients for urban revitalisation processes (Speck, 2013; Montgomery, 2014;

Ramlee et al., 2016; Amado, 2019: Amado and Rodrigues, 2019).

There is also abundant evidence in the literature that people bring places alive (Gehl,
2010, 20171 Gehl and Svarre, 2013: Ramlee et al., 2015; Grodach and Erenfeucht, 2016).
Activities that attract people are beneficial to commercial activities, services, and social life
in general. Such activities may or may not be permanent and there are exciting ways to test
revitalisation strategies to a given place. They may happen in open streets, sidewalks, and

piazzas. Grodach and Erenfeucht (2016) summarise these interventions as Mobile and
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Ephemeral activities and Embracing the Arts activities. The first group includes the use of
public spaces for public events and festivals, food trucks and vendors and concept of the
Temporary city that encompasses cultural and entertaining agendas such as flea markets,
kids pop-up parks, pop-up retail and restaurants. The second group relates more with using
public spaces for artistic expressions such as the display of art in building s facades, POSs

pavements, sculptures, and urban furniture for example.

With this retrospective exercise and looking ahead at Luanda revitalisation focused on
the city centre, there is room for innovation in achieving a strategy, a method to study and
support urban revitalisation interventions for Luanda’s city centre. The exercise draws from
existing pub|ic open space interventions and research of luanda’s socio-economic, cultural,
and political contexts. However, it is important to keep in mind that this is an ever-changing
exercise requiring constant observation and updating and not a set of fixed guidelines. "Just
as with weather forecasting, this doesn’t mean that anyone can develop a sure-fine
method to predict how people will use a particular city space (Gehl & Svarre 2013, p.
2). Therefore, methods such as the one designed as a product of this work, are developed,

and need testing to verify their validity across time and different locations.

Furthermore, third-generation urban redevelopment intervention, in which the proposed
urban revitalisation is part, has been determined as a failure for providing “islands of renewal
surrounded by seas of decay” (Carmon, 1999) in the cities they have been applied.
Therefore, it is vital to understand that to promote change, the city must be seen as a whole
with public spaces as a network of “tools” to promote the effectiveness of city “s revitalisation
inputs. Finally, the urban paradigm in African cities has its characteristics (Coquery-Vidrovitch,
2008; Simone, 2010; 2019). Which requires a permanent exercise to reconcile western

perspectives of "good" urbanism prevci\mg in academia and in the literature (Coquery—



Vidrovitch, 2008) to what urbanism is in the African context and what it may and may not

presuppose.

2.6 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

Through the literature review it is understood that urban interventions in the Global North
take place in the form of urban policies designed to address urban challenges. These
challenges include the overpopulation of cities and the need to reconstruct cities destroyed
by wars as is the case of European cities after the first and second world wars. Furthermore,
the decay of the built environment provoked by overpopulation as a result to rural-urban

migration took different forms in the global north compared to global south contexts.

In the United States and in Europe, industrial revolution was the trigger of the significant
rural-urban migration when cities became attractive sites for better employment opportunities
and living conditions. However, the existing infrastructure was not prepared to withstand such
rapid population influx which reflected on the degradation of the building stock and the
under dimensioned infrastructure. On the global south, and Africa particularly governments
sovereignty was achieved mainly through the colonisation-decolonisation route and
independent governments inherited a degree of spatial social segregation. Additionally, the
urban development in the African continent was not supported by economic growth.
Industrialisation and massive employment opportunities is still to become a reality.
Nevertheless, cities in these countries also experienced rural-urban migrations but for
different reasons, civil wars being a significant one. Other triggering pushes were
unemployment and polarised geographical development with education, health and
employment opportunities being concentrated in cities. The problematic aspect of the reality
in global south cities is that as it happened with urban planning paradigms used to develop
cities, the policies pursued to address current challenges are not inborn but still influenced

by global north perspectives. This is problematic because the structural differences of both
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contexts economically, in the nature of the politic-administrative structures and most

importantly socially.

This revision of the literature is relevant because it is in public spaces that these challenges
become apparent. Issues of unemployment, management of urban waste, water, sewage and
electricity infrastructure, for example, impact directly on the quality and image of public open
spaces and hinders their enjoyable nature and their socialisation function. Notwithstanding
the complexity of POSs composition and the need for interdisciplinary approaches to deliver
thoroughly inclusive urban set ups with POSs, the author acknowledges that the approach
this work developed do not integrates all disciplines involved in the conception of POSs,
focusing on the architectural and urban design perspectives and the social and cultural
characteristics of the users. Although the approach can be enriched with layers of additional
studies such as socic-economic ones, for example, the author believes this is a valuable

contribution to the problem.









CHAPTER I

Public open spaces

Western and Non-Western African perspectives

3. INTRODUCTION
This dissertation delves into the public open spaces (POSs) of Luanda's city centre, which
were shaped during the colonial era according to Western urban ideals. Understanding the
underlying principles behind these spaces is crucial for comprehending the urban landscape

of Luanda today. By examining the evolution of studies on public open spaces within Western
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urban models, this chapter elucidates the differences and similarities among them based on

their predominant use and morphology.

The chapter is divided into two parts. The first part explores the origins of POSs studies
and their importance in the realm of urban design. The second part focuses on addressing

the gap in our understanding of POSs in the African context, especially in Lusophone cities.

3.1 EXPLORING THE ORIGINS OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACES: A
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE ON URBAN STUDIES
Public open spaces (POSs) have been integral to human seftlements since ancient fimes.
In ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Greece, central squares,
marketplaces, and communal gathering areas served as vital hubs of social, economic, and
cultural exchange (Zucker, 1959). These spaces not only facilitated trade and commerce but

also provided venues for pub|ic gatherings, re|igious ceremonies, and po|i’ric0| events.

Goitia (2014) explains that cities that stem from Greco-Roman paradigms allocate
emphasis on the sociological importance of the plurality of ideas and the conviviality that
emerges from the opportunities to meet and socialise in streets, parks, and piazzas in other
words, in the public realm. Furthermore, in cities of Anglo-Saxon civilisation origins, such
conviviality happens indoors as well. These cities preserve an agrarian rationale of the towns,
derived from the archaic English tun, meaning enclosed space as a part of the prairie
belonging to a household. In a context of raised density, these cities create the "common’
not as a piazza or an Agora but as a nostalgic remembrance of the prairie, which is no
longer on the horizon but completely out of sight. Goitia (2014) defines the tun as a domestic

city.
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On the other hand, in cities with strong Islamic influence, such conviviality happens

indoors in courtyards and other enclosed meeting spaces except for the market which is
open and public. In the lslamic city, streets become crowded alleys, conduits that connect
the spaces where "life happens” (Goitia, 2014). In this city, the souk or market is a place of
active interactions and socialisation, not so distinct from African cities of the past and
contemporaneity. The domestic and the public concepts of city experience overlap in the
Islamic city because city life happens indoors but not necessarily in domestic realms. For the
lslamic, the domestic space is sacred, a religious space. However, though walled, the
courtyards of harems and mesquites are spaces of socialisation. Roads and streets are mere
conduits from one indoor space fo another, and foc;odes are not communicative of the socio-
economic status of what they hold on to the inside, rarely revealing prosperity or poverty,
orivate or public uses, which is very distinct from the discernible facades of the Latin and

Greek city.

The literature dedicated to the history of OPSs identifies corresponding social values
between the ancient Greek Agora and the democratic political function of open spaces
because the Greek Agora is considered the symbol of the public sphere (Madanipour, 2003;
Stanley et al., 2012; Goitia, 2014; Carmona, 2021). Roman-planned forums and religious
plazas represent other iconic ancient public open spaces cited (Goitia, 2014). During the
Roman Empire ru\\'ng, the forum emerged as a prominent pub|ic space, serving as the heart

of civic life and governance in urban centres.

Often, these Greco-Roman narratives jump to medieval Europe, where plazas were
usually paired with Christian churches where socio-economic and recreational activities took
place (Stanley et al, 2012). Medieval European cities featured town squares and
marketplaces that played essential roles in community life. Similarly, The Renaissance period

saw a renewed interest in urban planning and design, leading to the creation of grand
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plazas, parks, and gardens in cities across Europe. These spaces were often designed as

symbols of power and prestige, reflecting the aspirations of rulers and nobility.

Renaissance and Enlightenment emphasised secular and private values, reflecting urban
open spaces. Urban squares for exclusive residential use appeared in some areas, such as
Place des Vogues in Paris, the Bloomsbury Squares in London and downtown Philadelphia
(Carmona, de Magalhaes and Hammond, 2008). Additionally, on the use of space for social
utility or well-being, dedicated urban parks specialised for recreational purposes proliferated
in the 19th century, like Birkenhead Park and Central Park in New York (Jordan, 1994;

Carmona, de Magalhaes and Hammond, 2008).7

In the 17" and 18" centuries, the emergence of public parks and promenades marked
a shift towards more inclusive and recreational pub|ic spaces, accessible to peop\e of all
social classes. The industrial revolution brought about significant changes to urban
landscapes, as rapid urbanization and industrialization transformed cities. The concept of
POSs contfinued to evolve throughout history, influenced by various cultural, social, and
technological factors. In the late 19™ century, the study of public open spaces became an
essential focus of urban planning and design disciplines. Camilo Sitte's seminal work in 1889

“Der Stadtebau nach seinen kunstlerischen Grundsatzen' (The Art of Building Cities) laid the

7 Birkenhead Park was designed by gardener and architect Joseph Paxton at a time when public
parks became an intentional part of public policy in England, reacting to rural-urban migration
trends and population congestion of cities during the industrial era. This park was visited by
Frederick Law Olmstead, who was well impressed by the design and intensity of use in the park.
Back in his hometown, New York, also living at the peak of population urban growth and its
social tensions, Olmstead realised the need for breathing open spaces for relaxation and
exercise in nature-like urban spaces in his hometown. Amidst a growing stratified society,
Andrew Jackson Downing, a contemporary of Olmstead, feared that social classes in America
had fewer spaces, allowing them to co-mingle with each other and believed that New York
needed a place devoid of social class exclusions and return to America's egalitarian roots,
proposing a People's Park. Similarly to utilitarian reformers in England, Downing believed that
the lower classes would be uplifted and influenced by this interaction with the elite while
addressing public health concerns by providing large green spaces within the city's urban grid
(Jordan, 1994; Cranz, 2008).
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foundation for typological studies of public open space. Since then, urban theorists and

designers exp\ored the social, cultural, and environmental dimensions of pub|ic spaces,

seeking fo create more inclusive and sustainable urban environments.

Kevin Lynch (2018), in Good City Form, states that the prevailing motives to build cities
can be summarised in five points. Firstly, the need for symbolic stability and order; secondly
the need to control others and express power, thirdly determine levels of access and
exclusion, followed by the development of economic functions, and lastly, to establish the

capacity to control resources.89

Lynch's exploration of POSs traces their evolution from functional thoroughfares to social
gathering spaces, highlighting the importance of connectivity and accessibility in urban
design. He identifies two contrasting paradigms in urban development: the concentration of
POSs to create cohesive urban forms and their dispersion to enhance accessibility and

oroximity. These paradigms reflect differing perspectives on the role of POSs in urban life,

8 Examples of the first motive are the early cities such as Ur, established between 5000 Ac and
3500 Ac, which developed following agricultural revolutions and commercial activities. These
early city manifestations soon evolved into stratified societies based on class hierarchies of
enslaved people, farmers, soldiers and forepersons at the bottom and state servants and clergy
members who owned the land at the top, giving birth to city-states and the need to control and
express power.

9Boston's history is a testament to the various motives for building cities. Initially, the city was
a commercial port, with the wealthy living in the centre and the less fortunate on the
peripheries. However, economic and political changes in the city led to a shift from a port city
to an industrial hub in 1857. This change, coupled with the discovery of the steam engine and
the availability of an Irish labour force, transformed the city's social structures. The need to
maintain proximity between production, transportation, food markets, labour force residential
areas, and financial services changed the city centre's shape and spatial distribution. The
intensified industrial activities led to increased congestion and a critical health crisis in the late
1850s. To address this, the city cleared residential sites for the working class, accommodating
additional commercial structures and expanding the city centre. The lower end of society, the
labour force for the industrial sector, was sent away from the city centre, creating new
residential areas that became sites of poverty. Boston's evolution demonstrates that the
functions and cultural values of the community it houses impact the city's shape and form,
transcending morphological characteristics.
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from providing respite from the built environment to serving as integral components of

everyday urban living.
yaay g

The benefits of social interaction and liveable cities were reinforced by liveable public
open space pioneers Jan Jacobs (1961) and David Whyte (1980), who rescued POSs when
cities were designed for cars and not for people or pedestrian movement. Jacobs and Whyte
testified that high-quality pedestrian-friendly neighbourhoods can prompt beneficial social
inferactions and interpersonal connections, thus creating liveable cities. Additionally, the
Garden City movement established the ideology that access to green open spaces within
the context of a congested city has beneficial health outcomes for humankind (Howard,
1898), which links to current discussions of sustainable development (Saunders, 2010) with
emphasis on environmental and governance values for sustainable urban development
(Amado, 2019; Poggi and Amado, 2024; Macedo, 2013; Gémez-Alvarez et al., 2017
Guimaraes et al, 2020). Finally, equitable access to public space, especially the proximity
to parks, is increasingly addressed as an urban and environmental justice requirement (UN,
2023; Wolch et al., 2005). Furthermore, participatory processes also dominate public open
space production in the dialectic of top-down and bottom-up forces at play where the
supremacy of state power is challenged but not levelled by civil initictives nor the
responsibility equally shared; the diclectic feeds discussions about the privatisation of private
spaces allowed by the state which is increasingly disinvesting in public open space

interventions for the demise of lower end socio-economic classes.

Today, the study of POSs continues to evolve in response to changing urban dynamics
and societal needs. Jan Gehl's functional approach and the co-participation model
advocated by the Project for Public Spaces, have contributed to the understanding of POSs.
Carmona's (202 1) detailed study of POSs integrates both morphological and functional

analyses, incorporating contemporary concepts such as participatory place production,



spatial flexibility, and social inclusivity. By considering the temporal dimension and socio-
cultural values, Carmona's [202 1} analysis provides a comprehensive framework for assessing
the role of POSs in meeting the needs of diverse social groups. Similarly, Jan Gehl's approach
emphasizes direct observation and user-centered design principles, ensuring that POSs are

responsive fo the needs and aspirations of their users.

Beyond typologies and historical analyses, the importance of public spaces in fostering
social interaction and cohesion cannot be overstated. The revitalization of POSs presents an
opportunity to address urban challenges and promote sustainable development. By
prioritizing equitable access, participatory processes, and user-centered design princip|es,
urban designers can create public spaces that meet the needs of diverse communities and

contribute to the creation of vibrant, livable cities.

Consequently, grassroots initiatives forge their recognition by local administrative
institutions, securing a space they need to access and enjoy. In Luanda, historical and socio-
cultural placemaking heritages dance around the city-beautification paradigm of state visions
inherited from colonial administration ideals securing political hegemony and the need for
spaces that accommodate lower and upper classes eager to breathe, rest, play and enjoy

quality outdoor spaces in this congested city. This dance is still finding a rhythm.

3.2 NON-WESTERN URBAN DEVELOPMENT IN ANCIENT AFRICAN
CITIES

The literature about POSs in the context of non-western urban development is less
populated than its global north counterparts (Shema, Kiessel and Atakara, 2023;

Madanipour, 2003). Narratives about POSs usually focus on the trajectory from

112



Mediterranean antiquity to modern Western European city models and contemporary

African urban development paradigms (Buire, 2022; Croese, 2021; Gastrow, 2017).

The study of the urban development of ancient African cities, pre- and post-European
colonial administration remains under-explored in the literature (Batalha, 2008; Real, 2011;
Falola and Heaton, 2008), especially in Lusophone cities such as Luanda. Nevertheless, some
studies, such as Madanipour's (2003), noted his aftention to urban spaces in Asian and
Middle East contexts such as China, Iran and Islamic cities. Coquery-Vidrovitch (2008) studies
on the History of African cities South of the Sahara and Simone (2004, 2015), Immerwahr
(2007) studies of post-colonial urban developments are worthy efforts to fill the void of the
meagre information available about ancient and contemporary African cities' transformations.
Other authors such as Falola and Heaton (2008) and Shema (Shema et al., 2023) also
dedicate attention to urban developments, state formation and the spatial heritages of
African social structures pre-colonial influences mainly focused on Islamic Africa. In Angola,
researchers such as Redinha {1964), Monteciccolo (1965), Medina and Henriques (1996)
and Weimer (2014), have mostly concentrated on residential architecture rather than on the
set up of the native “villages'. Amaral {1968; 2000a) work poses a great contribution to the
study of the African cultures and socio-politic organisations of pre-European contact period,

delving into the spatial manifestation of territory occupation, valuable for the current work.

It is interesting to note the recognition that early African civilisations date pre-colonial
arrival (Shema et al., 2023; Falola & Heaton, 2008). Closely related to the Islamic city
rationale that Goitia (2014) describes, early African urban settlements evolved into
contemporaneity as a courtyard-based architecture (Shema et al, 2023; Steyn and Rood,
sd: Winters, 1983). African and Mediterranean villages are also seen as climatic responses

to their environment (Shema et al., 2023) where the courtyard is a social space for the family
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levels of privacy ascending from public to private (lbid). This analogy is franslated out to the
larger dimension of the village as can be seen in Zaria's city layout, in Nigeria where the
centre is the sacred space accessed and populated by the ruling kingship, the royal families
and traditional title holders, the second circle inhabited by the wealthy and religious leaders
of the community while the third and last layer the third circle the residential quarters of
ordinary people occur. Thus, class spatial segregation is not new to African communities.
Despite this spatial stratification, people from all three layers share common socio-cultural

values such as religion, culture, and language.

Regarding public spaces, the market square, religious and other administrative buildings
were at the centre. Immigrants in Zaria were attracted by economic opportunities and lived
in what we could call "satellite cities” in Howard's Garden City urban expansion principles.
Indoor spaces are rncin|y 5|eepmg spaces, and life hoppens indoors because the climate

allows such use.

FIG. 13: MAP OF ZARIA CITY SHOWING THE PRIMARY AXIS OF
CIRCULATION AND THE SECONDARY AXIS OF CIRCULATION OF
THE WALLED CITY (GOOGLE (2021) SATELLITE ACCESSED
FROM https://g00.gl/maps/LJ5DoFLKQRB5keYn8
(ACCESSED ON O6TH SEPTEMBER, 2023).

SOURCE: SHEMAET AL, 2023, P. 7

There is also a correlation between the African social evolution from hunter-gatherers to

agricultural and commercial activities and the emergence of craftsmanship as seen in global

north societies (Falola & Heaton, 2008; Goitia, 2008; Lynch, 2018). Furthermore, the spatial
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influences (Shema et al., 2023). In reclity, much needs to be done to uncover the origins of
early African urban history, hidden until the 1950s under the resistance of European scholars
to accept that the continent had a social structure (Winter, 1983) and some efforts to
acknowledge such facts in literature are emerging from African and western scholars
(Winters 1983; Falola & Heaton, 2008; Sneyden and Roodt, sd). Studying pre-colonial
African urban history facilitates understanding the reactions of native urban dwellers to the
imported western urban layouts inherited from colonial administrations and the consistent
reproduction of native villages spatial heritage in spontaneous unplanned urban setups.
Additionally, these studies can feed into understanding why some public space layouts are
prone to work better than others. The acknowledgement of African vernacular history is not
to say that Africans need to relapse to the point colonialism interrupted native African urban

evolution but to establish a grounded way ahead.
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As mentioned before, in Angola, researchers such as Redinha (1964), Monteciccolo
(1965), Medina and Henriques (1996) and Weimer (2014), Amaral (1968; 1996, 2000a;
2000b), Goncalves (2000) emerge as non-African references regerding studies of the native
ethnic groups, their cultural values and socio-economic organisations. However, Amaral
(2000a) for example, recognises the limited sources of evidence to elaborate on the findings
which can enhance understanding of the spatial organisations of the native villages studied.
Most descriptions are testimonies of European explorers who visited and lived amongst native
Angolan communities. However, hearing from a native Angolan perspective can enrich the
depth of the information available. Angolan researchers such as Kukanda, Cruz e Silva and
Coelho in Actas do Il Semindrio sobre histéria de Angola: Construindo o passado angolano
e a sua interpretacdo (2000), have valuable contributions to the study of native Angolan
socio-political organisations and cultural identities worthy of attention. Amaral (2000q;
2000b) studies provide visual accounts of a typical family household and extended family
compounds. Yet, in relation to the detail found in Anglo-Saxon ex-colonies, the studies of

Angolan native villages do not provide spatial layout descriptions that enable a

comprehensive spatial unders‘rending of public to private levels of privacy spaces as seen in
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rigorous work of Amaral (1996; 1997. 1999) gives us worthy insights of the cultural
background, spatial organization of native settlements of different scales and their
relationship to one another. Even though descriptions of the layouts are not specific on
privacy hierarchy in Angolan native settlements, on these diagrams one can reassure the
pattern of African communities of Nigeria and South Africa where meeting open spaces are
enclosed with gradual levels of accessibility depending on the social hierarchy with the
“sacred space’ located at the centre of these native Angolan “villages or cities” (in western
urban ’rermino|ogies) and separate sociohzmg open spaces for visitors, resident men and
others for resident women. Roads, as in the Islamic city (Goitia, 2014) are conduits from one

space to the other and not necessarily places of socialisation.

Amaral's studies (1997, 2000a) also reveal the presence of pre-colonial markets, where
commercial transactions occurred between communities residing over distances of /5 to 100
kilometers (Amaral, 1997:128). These markets operated with a significant level of complexity,
involving the exchange of goods, wholesale and retail trade practices (Amaral, 2000a:129),
challenging the notion that indigenous Africans lacked the ability to engage in long-distance
commerce prior to European contact. According to Amaral (2000c; 1997), markets were
temporary, varying in size, local ones more frequent than those involving merchants further
away, and were supervised by a king's representative to maintain the order and safety of
vendors, buyers and visitors since some people used these events to socialise. Additionally,
these events also served as “courts of justice” to rule over homicide cases. It is then plausible
to draw the relationship between these pre-colonial markets and contemporary traditional
markets prevailing in “westerly urbanised” Angolan cities such as Luanda throughout colonial

administration fo independence.

Some commonalities between the Nigerian and South African examples, are perceived

from the depictions found in the literature (Redinha, 1964, 2009: Henriques, 1996



Weimer, 2014) such as the different huts for the head of the family and his different wives,
which in repetition constitutes a MBanza (a housing compound of large scale where the
soba, a high chief or kings lived and administered the social, economic and political life of
their territory) or a Mbata which is a housing settlement of lower scale and population
density compared to the former without the administrative “urban” functions of the latter),
usually under the authority of a superior kingship autheority (Medina & Henriques, 1996:
Amaral, 1999: Weimer, 2014}, Another similar trace is the enclosures ot different levels
(residential and village levels) and the narrow paths from a household to another the lines
of communication (equivalent to the streets in contemporary urban setups) of these

compounds almost as the medieval fortified cities of western old cities in Europe.

What is relevant in terms of vernacular public spaces is that on these native settlements,
“citizens” had bloodline or seniority/serfhood relationships tying them to one another
(Alexandre, 2016). Today, some musseques maintain the native social structure having a chief,
soba that aids resolving animosities and disagreements amongst the residents of the territory
under his authority. Such important meetings happen in identified open spaces under trees
or within their housing courtyard as it happened in old native villages. Furthermore, dwellings
in musseques are built around a courtyard, as a remembrance of the native settling
construction paradigm disregarded in the planned city. Despite the altering of the socio-
cultural construct in the planned city (people do not always share bloodline connections or
work/production relationships or even the same ethnic background), some spaces are able
to foster gatherings but whether these gatherings are inclusive in nature is a different
question. It must be said that there is evidence of Portuguese planner ‘s intentions to design
indigenous villages for the native Angolan, considering and reproducing the spatial layout
of native settlements to some extent, as it can be seen on some drowings of architect Vasco

Vieira da Costa.
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FiG. 16: DRAWING FROM 1888, REPRESENTING A FAMILY
DWELLING IN A VILLAGE IN HUNDE, NAMIBE PROVINCE IN THE
NORTH OF ANGOLA.

SOURCE: (MEDINA C HENRIQUES, 1996, p. 91)
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F1G. 18: DRAWING OF AN EUMBO, THE FAMILY SETTING OF A
CHIEF AND HIS FOUR WIVES FROM A CUANHAMA MAN (FROM
THE SOUTH OF ANGOLA) AUTHORED BY EDWIN LOEB. (15T,
2ND, 3RD - WIVES’ QUARTERS IN ORDER OF SENIORITY)
SOURCE: (AMARAL, 2000, p. 157)
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F1G. 17: DRAWING FROM 19TH CENTURY, REPRESENTING
MUATIANVO 'S BANZA. MUATIANVO IS THE NATIVE
DESIGNATION FOR A NATIVE KING.

SOURCE: (MEDINA C HENRIQUES, 1996, p. 98)

FI1G. 19: DRAWING OF AN EUMBO, THE FAMILY SETTING OF A
CHIEF AND HIS NINE WIVES FROM A CUANHAMA MAN (FROM
THE SOUTH OF ANGOLA) AUTHORED BY J. LINO DA SILVA. (1,
2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 - WIVES’ QUARTERS IN ORDER OF
SENIORITY; 10 - MARRIED DAUGHTERS)

SOURCE: (AMARAL, 2000, p. 158)
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FiG. 21: DIAGRAM  ILLUSTRATING  THE

SPATIAL
ORGANISATION OF A PROPOSED “INDIGENOUS VILLAGE” BY
VAsCO VIEIRA DA COSTA.

SOURCE: FONTE, 2007, p. 87

FIG. 22: THREE-DIMENSIONAL DRAWING OF THE PROPOSED
NATIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD “THE INDIGENOUS VILLAGES” AS
PROPOSED BY VASCO VIEIRA DA COSTA.

SOURCE: FONTE, 2007, p. 87

120



121

@ Public space
(@ Court yard

FI1G. 23: DRAWING OF A MUSSEQUE IN THE 19705, ILLUSTRATING THE CONSTRUCTION OF DOMESTIC DWELLINGS ON THE
MARGINS OF THE PLOT AND OPEN “PUBLIC SPACES” WITHIN THE SETTLEMENT.
SOURCE: FONTE, 2007, P. 162

Court yard
@

F1G. 24: DEPICTION OF THE DENSIFICATION OF A MUSSEQUE IN LUANDA FROM A DOMESTIC DWELLING PLOT PERSPECTIVE. THE

MAIN HOUSE IS BUILT ON THE MARGIN OF THE PLOT AND INCREMENTATION HAPPENS SIDEWAYS PRESERVING THE CENTRALITY OF
THE COURTYARD. ADDED HOUSES SERVE FOR RENTING OR THE ADULT OFFSPRING.
SOuRCE: PDGML, 2015, p. 69

3.3 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

The examination of colonial urban development of ex-Portuguese colonies revolves
around Portuguese architects who practiced architecture in those regions10, [Milheiros,
2012; Marat-Mendes & Sampayo, 2016a; Tostdes & Bonito, 2016; Maia, 2019) and
academic research work produced in Portuguese Universities (Martins, 2000; Matos &
Ramos, 2006, 2007, Fonte, 2007). Critical post-colonial studies became abundant in the
literature from the 2010s (Rodrigues, 2009, 2016; Cain, 2014; Croese, 2016¢a, 2018,

2021; Silva, 2016; Udelsmann Redrigues & Frias, 2016; Gastrow, 2017; Correia, 2018

etc). However, research specifically dedicated to the study of public open spaces (POSs)

10 These include Vasco Vieira da Costa, Fernao Simées de Carvalho, Etienne de Groer and David
Moreira da Silva, among others.



remains limited, with a greater abundance of studies focusing on the built architectural

heritage and the social implications of urban interventions in independent Angola. This
emphasis seems to perpetuate the disregard for the socio-cultural values overlooked during
the colonial urban development of Angolan cities and neglects the needs of the most

vu\nerob\e urbon resw’den’rs.

Some authors refer to the state-led urban development initiatives in Luanda as “urban
fantasies or utopias” (Cain, 2014) or the creation of “a new city for new citizens” (Buire,
2017} looking primarily at socio-economic discrepancies and the inadequacy of foreign
western urban deve|opmen’r paradigms to forge African cities in this case, Forge a world
class Luanda (Croese, 2018; GPL, Universidade Nova de Lisboa & Geotpu.lab, 2015).
However, such approaches tend to disregard the economic and socio-cultural needs of the

cifizens.

This dissertation aims to enhance the understanding of urban developments in post-
colonial administration in Luanda city centre. It explores the evolution and significance of
public open spaces from a social inclusion perspective, drawing insights from native Angolan
cultural values and their integration into the daily lives of contemporary citizens. It is ever
more evident that architects and urban designers need to integrate users' perspectives on
their proposals because the result is closer to what their aspirations are and place

appropriation beneficial to the maintenance of interventions (UN, 2023; Madden, 2020).
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CHAPTER IV

Revitalisation Of Public Spaces - State Led Versus
Grassroots Initiatives.

4. INTRODUCTION
This chapter integrates discussions about the different dimensions of public space,
focusing on the spatial dimension relevant to answering the research question and studying
these spaces considering urban revitalisation interventions. This chapter Draws from the
literature review in the previous chapter, focusing on the relevance of urban revitalisation in
the global south and the sub-Saharan Africa context. There is also the study of urban
revitalisation interventions in Luanda's planned and unplanned context. The discussion focuses

on the rise of grassroots initiatives in an autocratic politic-administrative context that privileges
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top-down, state-led initiatives. The examples presented shed light on the dynamics between
government decision-makers and community initiatives and the challenges both sides face.
This analysis is vital for this work's strategy because it integrates both ends of the ladder,

deeming each equally important.

This study needs to include in-depth insights info policies in place that guide urban
interventions in Luanda because they are nonexistent as far as the research could understand
during the conversations with technocrats at IPGUL. Nevertheless, Luanda's Master Plan
insights regarding public open space interventions are recognised documents to guide such
interventions. One of the interventions discussed in this chapter elucidates the guidelines the

plan proposes and how they have been relevant or not for the initiatives taking place.

Public Open Space
Open space is defined here “as any urban ground space, regardless of public
accessibility, that is not roofed by an architectural structure " (Stanley et al, 2012, p.
1089). Public space as a terminology was introduced in 20th century urbanism (Aleksander,
2020) even though such material in urban typology existed centuries before (streets and
piazzas). The publicness of open spaces reverts to debates of gender, class, and physical
accessibility where the ideal “public open space” is accessible by all citizens (UN Habitat
2021) whether they are local, national or foreign. The traditional city was the place for

commercial exchanges, political activities, and socialisation (Ferndo and Ferndndez, 2013).

In western contexts, the theories and definitions of public open space have evolved from
ancient human settlements throughout urban developments until today. Theorists relate POSs
value to Open spaces to the social, political, and physical heclth of urban dwellers and
urban communities (Stanley et al, 2012). Pioneers to challenge car-oriented urban planning
development paradigms and reduced pedestrian urban liveability, Jane Jacobs and David

Whyte to mention a few, argue that high-quality, pedestrian-friendly neighborhood spaces



can catalyse beneficial interpersonal connections (Jacobs, 1992: Gehl and Svarre, 2013,
Insights from political theorists describe “a spatial ideal of a “public sphere” where the
functioning of democracy is strengthened when urban space encourages exchange and
understanding among diverse subcultural groups” (Stanley et ol 2012, p.108%). This
political theorisation of spatial ideals interlaces with sociological debates arguing about “the
“contact hypothesis,” that socio spatial contact between different ethnic and class groups

generates the healthy psychological, social, and political development of urban citizens”

bid).

It is the combination of urban planning physical values of POSs and socio sciences
benefits of socio-spatial contact in open spaces that ground this work that looked towards
testing the validity of this theories in a sub-Saharan African geographical, political a cultural
context that differs from the western contexts where these theories stem from. The death of
the city centre has brought about the need for a series of urban regeneration processes.
The first is slum clearance policies that started in the 1930s and 1940s (Fainstein, 2020;
Carmon, 1999). Subsequently, urban renewal policies were an alternative to the slum-
clearance process, emphasising assessment of social problems around the 1960s (Jacobs,
1992 Carmon, 1999). Lastly, urban revitalisation processes focused mainly on the revival of
city centres from the 1970s and combined public administration and urban governance to
bring about change (Carmon, 1999; Thomson, 202 1; Peyroux et al., 2012). These strategies
that emerged mainly in North America and Western Europe have spread or been imported
around the globe from the global north to the global south, and Africa is not an exception
(Peyroux, Putz and Glasze, 2012). Throughout these processes of urban intervention, public

spaces are affected frequently in a non-objective way.

The importance of public space in cities as sites that are central to fostering community

cohesion, culture and civic action has long been acknowledged. However, in o context of
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rapidly spreading policies and practices of urban neoliberalism, public spaces have
increosing|y come under threat in cities across the world, sparking calls for these spaces to
be reclaimed. Hence, global development policies and agreements such as the New Urban
Agenda INUA, 2016) stress the importance of promoting access to safe, inclusive, accessible,
green and quality public spaces for all, as well as their importance for contributing to @
range of areas, such as improved human health, social and economic development, urban
resilience and climate change mitigation, the preservation of cultural heritage and the
prevention of urban sprawl (art. 13; 36; 37; 53; 67; G7). The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDCs) in turn include a target that is solely dedicated to the need to provide universal
access to safe, inclusive, and accessible, green, and public spaces, particularly for women

and children, older persons and persons with disabilities (SDG 11.7).

However, in practice public investments in the creation and maintenance of inclusive
oublic spaces remain limited, and the transfer and importation of global urban revitalization
policies and interventions often reinforcing existing privatisation, commercialisation, and
securitisation trends, especially in the global South. Moreover, truly little is known about
who, why and how existing public spaces are managed and used, despite the importance of
this kind of data to monitor and improve the effectiveness of urban interventions. This paper
builds on research conducted in Luanda and Maputo, a sub - Scharan African city with
similar socio-spatial histories and legacies of conflict, rapid urbanization and informality and
neoliberal urban policies and interventions with other African counterparts such as Maputo
in Mozambique (Jorge & Viegas, 2021). Data was collected on selected SDG 11 targets
and indicators between 2018 and 2020 with the aim of contributing towards the

implementation of SDG 11 and related development goals (Croese et al., 2021).

In recognising the importance of public spaces in city dwellers well-being and health

while supporting social interaction and livelihoods within urban communities, the United
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Nations launched UN-Habitat's Global Public Space Programme in 2012 (UN-Habitat,

2021). The program supports cities to take actions for safe, inclusive, and accessible public
space for all. The program also envisages to fend off the negative effects of increasing
trends of rapid urbanization that put public spaces often at stake on account of uncontrolled
urban development. The United Nations define streets, sidewalks and cycling lanes, squares,

parks and waterfronts, gardens, and community courtyards as public space.

4.1 MODEL OF PRODUCTION OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

The sustainable revitalisation of public open spaces is part of the broader concepts of
urban revitalisation and sustainable urban development. Urban Revitalization at its core aims
at the betterment of urban living conditions from a physical, social and economic perspective.
However, sustainable urban development envisages a holistic urban development approach
that integrates social, economic, and environmental components and acknowledges the
importance of governance in the process. Sustainable Development principles are generally

applied from design to project implementation, emphasising participatory processes.

Global contemporary development agendas, the current lexicon of sustainable urban
revitalisation practices affected urban transformations and dedicate careful attention to the
social inclusionary transformation of public spaces around the world not so far from the call
LeFebvre (2012) makes with his right to the city analysis of cities transformations and socio-
economic and political dynamics, provoking city dwellers to use the city without sentiments
of exclusion or privilege but an inclusionary collective view of the wide range of city making
actors to responsibly partake in the shaping and reshaping of the city, a common “resource’

of governments, public institutions, the private sector, civil society and sometimes internationall

and global stakeholders (Carmona, 2021).
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In capitalist economies the recl estate is a strong pressure force to privatisation and
commodifying urban land (built and unbuilt spaces alike) (Ibid) but the state’s regulatory
responsibility remains critical to subvert and control predatory impulses of the market and
create openings for multi-actors and co-design approaches to urban interventions and
specifically intervention in Public Open Spaces. Meanwhile, public open spaces perform
different functions of political dimensions, social influences on people behaviour, aesthetic or
theatrical as well as and economic function (Aleksander, 2020:; Carmona, 2021). Current
theory and practice regarding public spaces highlight top-down and bottom-up influential

forces in their creation, form and uses (Stanley et al, 2012).

Interventions in the public realm as is the planning and shaping of public open spaces
are often led by institutional initiatives as a conduit to communicate symbolic meanings of
oolitical administrative power, and display cultural, historical pantheons.  This are top-down
forces of influence. On the other hand, public open spaces can also emerge from bottom-
up community initiatives and accommodate social, economic, and cultural needs and uses
(Carmona, 2021; Stanley et al, 2012, Aleksander, 2020). Nevertheless, the social
heterogeneity of cities social fabric where the state, elite and less advantaged groups and
minorities are increasingly entangled in action and trigger a combination of top-down and
bottom-up strategies. The United Nation Sustainable Development Goals strongly advocates
for multi-actor approaches of co-governance and co-management which have proved to
ensure economic, financial sustainability for the longevity of interventions and community

empowerment.

It is critical to understand that while public open spaces are often subjected to the control
and planning by state and lower-level administrative governing institutions or influenced by
civil society organisations they provide venues for the population with limited economic

means to achieve d0i|y breadwmning necessities and to perform social, and cultural activities.
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Additionally, some open public spaces can also be open venues for political ends, sometimes

tipping their initial symbolic meaning in the process.

Arefi (2014) categorises interventions in POSs according to the motivations behind the
actions. He establishes three spatial development triggers namely needs, opportunity and
asset or ownership. This categorisation is not just relevant for the study of public open spaces
but also to observe and apply strategies that can enable liveability depending on the
location, power to act and investment returns and profit-making strategies. The economic

component of interventions is critical for implementation and sustainable longevity.

Needs-based approaches represent most state led interventions; the likes of second-
generation revitalisation initiatives that result in developments based on status quo diagnosis.
This approach comes as part of a planning strategy that may or may not integrate private
actors in the implementation phase. Needs-based approaches also and take advantage of

possible financial returns in breaches allowed in the policies that supported such interventions.

Opportunity-based approaches usually scout out for opportunities a place offers for
profit gains that result from migration movements. For example, the influx of a gentry
community demanding higher standards of service delivery and alterations in the built fabric
such as the construction of unplanned settlements and the need to provide financially more
accessible services. In both cases such alterations unveil insufficiencies or inadequacies that

can be covered while being profitable.

Asset-based developments are often motivated by the intention of the entity with
ownership power to maximise gains from the already owned land. The entity may be an
individual, @ company or a community. Ownership often leads to long-term strategies to

constantly maximise the potential of the asset over time.
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The objective of this work is to look primarily at Public Owned Spaces, integrated in
the urban web, and accessible to the public. Many asset-based developments are open to
public with services such as shops and restaurants that are then restricted to those buying or
eating. Depending on the targeted clientele, these services then can be exclusionary factors
even though access to spaces between the buildings is accessible free of charge. The
motivations for the development of POSs consequently adds a valid layer of analysis
whereby some of these motivations may overlap within the same space or alter through time.
POS intervention can be part of a state planning strategy that partner with private
companies and local communities giving these stakeholders the opportunity to co-design and
co-manage within established frameworks with some fiscal or other compensatory proposals
looking toward the beautification of the city and the activation of deserted areas that pose

danger fo surrounding communifies.

In creating public open spaces as part of broad or localised urban interventions,
gentrification has been present. This phenomenon is introduced in this work in chapter 2.
Gentrification is intrinsically part and parcel of urban interventions seeking to reverse or
prevent urban decline and integrates Arefi (2014) needs-based and sometimes asset- based
developments. The investigation of gentrification is relevant to processes of urban
interventions because of its impact on the social dimension of POSs within the affected area
and because it affects the homogeneity or heterogeneity of the social fabric of residents,
visitors, and users of POSs of the intervened area. Gentrification is a process that generally
happens in inner-city centre neighbourhoods aiming to halt the deterioration of urban
infrastructure and attract wealthier social groups who fled to suburbia during city centre
decline back to the city centre (Gale, 202 1b, 202 1c). Cenerally seen as a segregator elitist
strategy, gentry’s arrival tend to raise property values and scare away less economic

fortunate families that arrived during decay.



In The Misunderstood History of Gentrification, Denis Gale (Gale, 2021¢) studies
the birth of gentrification in the United States context and identifies three shades of the
phenomena: embryonic gentrification (1215 - 1945); federal policies versus the gentrification
paradigm stage (1945 - 1980s); and advanced gentrification (1980 - 2018). These studies
cross with the historic background of urban interventions already discussed in chapter 2, the
three generations of urban interventions. In the embryonic stage, local administration officials
believed that refreshing facades and revamping buildings interiors was the way to fend off
city centre decline caused by economic depression, inter and post war urban decline and
avoid the migration of middle- and high-income groups to suburbia and to partially replace

a portion of the residents (Gale, 202 1¢).

This phase happened just before the first wave of urban interventions. However, this
strategy proved to be ineffective to remove stigmatizations of areas deemed socially
precarious and unsafe (Gale, 202 1a). Local administrations then adopted federal policies
such as redevelopment policies aiming to obliterate completely blighted areas, and uprooting
incumbent families, wiping off signs of social poverty within the city centre and sending have-
nots to distant sites of social housing (lbid). However, early embryonic gentrification inspired
a reverse strategy and urban renewals meddled with embryonic urban rehab strategy
ignited by well off young couples, professionals, and private companies, that looked for
underrun properties within the city centre to invest, live and work, repopulating so called
blighted areas with higher end socio-economic gentry groups (Gale, 202 1b). This last stage
is what Gale (202 1b) calls advanced gentrification and Carmon (1999) third generation of
urban interventions. The examples discussed further down on this section reflect on
gentrification resulting from young urban professionals [yuppies also called baby boomers)
or private actors that invest their money in the revitalisation of central neighbourhoods
(Carmon, 1999) which incorporate degrees of the Business Integrated District (BIDs) Model

(Guimaraes, 2021).
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Despite criticism about gentrification present in the literature (Carmon, 1999; Uduku,
1999 Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016) it is also regarded as a valid strategy to reverse
movement of city centre exodus. In neighbourhoods that look forward to improving the social
perception of crime and stigma, interventions without any degree of gentrification prove to
have a null effect on improving the perceived image of the p\cce and remain unattractive
to higher-income clientele (Carmon, 1999). Gale (2021b) discusses further on how the
definition has changed over the years, questioning if iconic sites of gentrification should
remain perceived as such and if incumbent residents, incapable of sustaining the increasing
or decreasing standard of living should be considered displaced for moving out. The redlity
is that urban living is dynamic. Although public policies must cater for the good of all socio-
economic groups, in an age where strong neoliberal ideologies prevail, real estate market
capital and the prosperity of incumbent families are vital to the fluidity of neighbourhood s

comers and goers. Urban dwellers prosperity becomes the real problem.

Despite the success registered in the literature of the 1980s and 1990s revitalisations,
as mentioned before they widened the gap between communities at both ends of socio-
economic ladder (Fainstein, 2001; Hall, 2014). Nevertheless, policies and interventions aimed
at urban revitalisation are still in cities of the global north and south contexts accompanied

with neoliberalist trends in urban development manifesting in the privatisation of public land.

4.2 REVITALISATION AND PUBLIC OPEN SPACE INTERVENTIONS IN
THE GLOBAL SOUTH
In practice, public investments in the creation and maintenance of inclusive public spaces
remain limited, and the transfer and importation of global urban revitalization policies and
interventions often reinforce existing privatisation, commercialisation, and securitisation trends,

especially in the global South. Moreover, truly little is known about who, why and how
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existing public spaces are managed and used, despite the importance of this kind of data to

monitor and improve the effectiveness of urban interventions. This section presents research
conducted in Luanda, a sub - Saharan African city with similar socio-spatial histories and
legacies of conflict, rapid urbanization and informality and neoliberal urban policies and
interventions  with another sub-Saharan  Lusophone  African  counterpart, Maputo  in

Mozambique (Jorge and Viegas, 2021).

This section combines bibliographic and case study analysis with data collected from
surveys conducted in Luanda, one by the author and another by the Angolan Urban
Laboratory - LURA). The LURA study is part of the broader study of rural - urban dynamics
research project. The objective here was to establish whether rural-urban dynamics were
the major source for slum expansion and densification and understand the main chcl\enges
in the living conditions of slum dwellers and included insights about the use and quality of
public open spaces in slums. This information is presented to municipal authorities to inform
strategies in the provision of services and infrastructure that are priorities to the community.
The case study analysis of public open spaces in Luanda’s formal city centre conducted by
the author aimed to understand how public space intervention come about in such context
in contrast with informal ones, the slums. Additionally, this analysis gives comprehension on
how public spaces in the city centre can serve as inclusive platforms for socialisation and as

breathing spaces especially for those within slum dense living conditions.

As discussed before, Urban interventions are the ultimate reflection of the attractiveness
of cities, especially in the west, from mid-19th century due to industrialisation which led to
large rural-urban migration movements into cities that were not prepared to receive this
influx of population (Gehl and Svarre, 2013). From a broad standpoint revitalisation refers
to “the rebirth or revival in the conditions and the character of a place that has endured a

period of decline” (Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016). Interventions adopted different
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meanings depending on time, place and policies attached to them with first waves (1930s -
1960s best known as urban regeneration) with physical determinism and slum-clearance,
second waves with a more social integration concern (the likes of "war on poverty” of the
1960s-1970s and best known as urban renewals), and third waves (from 1970s and 1980s
onwards) more market oriented influenced by neoliberclist ideals and the governance
participatory stance (Carmon, 1999; Gehl and Svarre, 2013; Hall, 2014). The 1960s stand
out for the search for better public spaces and vibrant public life, focusing on the pedestrian
rather than the car-oriented zoning design that characterised modern movements of urban
planning. Jane Jacobs and William H. Whyte were pioneers of the ideology of bringing life
back to the streets to revitalising them (Jacobs, 1992; Gehl and Svarre, 2013). During the
1970s and 1980s large cities of the west witnessed the exodus of the affluent classes and
significant economic players from city centres and the influx of lower-income residents led to

lowering prices in city centre land and property (Montgomery, 2014).

As is explained in more detail in chapter 2, the two main groups at the centre of the
urban revitalisation movement in the 1970s throughout the 1980s and onwards. These
groups are individual citizens and private companies that partner with administrative entities
to promote interventions in the public space realm (Carmon, 1999). Frequently, the result of
such interventions is reflected in infrastructure improvements such as streetlights, urban
equipment, greeneries, cleanliness, improved sense of security and use of abandoned
buildings, to mention a few (Carmon, 1999; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016). On the other
hand, however, such improvements have adverse outcomes such as gentrification and the
displacement of the poor to distant sites (Gale, 2021b). Furthermore, in public-private
partnerships, the projects aim for large-scale and high-income groups of society such as
hotels, art galleries, and shopping centres. Well-referenced examples are Quincy Market in

Boston, Pike Place Seattle, and Horton Plaza in San Diego (Carmon, 1999).



In cities such as Luanda and Maputo for example, both ex-Portuguese colonies, the
shopping and adoption of state led housing developments and gentrification/urban
intervention strategies are visible in urban redevelopment programs adopted by governments
(Ovadia and Croese, 2016; Barros and Balsas, 2019; Rogque et al., 2020; Maloa, 2021).
Post civil - wars city redevelopment ignited physical determinism, but the duality of formal
and urban rural settlements remains a challenge. Real estate capital and/or state led slum
clearance programs permanently harass and push the poor out of site from city centre to
open way to high rise office and luxury apartment buildings. This luxurious residential
neighbourhoods, townhouse complexes, have also extended to city peripheries in a similar
movement of the city centre exodus to suburbia in European and cities in the United States.
State led housing programs in Angola and Mozambique have not sufficiently catered for

the needs of those who require it the most, favouring mostly middle- and high-income families

(Barros & Balsas, 2019, Jorge and Viegas, 2021; Maloa, 2021).

The waves of urban interventions in these sub-Saharan African cities are an iterative
process and rarely progressive or sequential as in the western realities as discussed above
in the historic revision of urban intervention in the global north context. It is also worth
mentioning that Luanda and Maputo are example of cities in sub-Saharan Africa where
rural-urban  migration did not happen due to an industrial revolution as in western
counterparts (Castells, 1983). On these confexts a history of colonisation coupled with
regional inequalities, and asymmetries, long civil wars, unplanned urban growth strategies,
unclear public housing policies and the lack of economic robustness, hinder equitable urban
development (Roque, Mucavele and Noronha, 2020, Capitange et al, 2022). In Luanda,
musseques and the city of the asphalt duclity prevail (Cardoso, 1980; Barros and Balsas,
2019; Gastrow, 2017b) and in Maputo the city of the asphalt and Bairros de conicos

glaringly so too (Roque et al., 2020,
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Efforts to improve Luanda's housing, infrastructure, and public spaces are visible in the
design of city’s master plans and national housing programs but economic and managerial
challenges crippled the implementation of slum upgrading and public initiatives to increase
oublic open spaces with community involvement as recommended in the last metropolitan
master plan [GPL, Universidade Nova de Lisboa and Geotpu.lab, 2015). Nearly a decade
after the adoption of the plan, very little evidence exists regarding its implementation. Since
then, the most iconic public investment into the betterment of public space has been the
renewal of Luanda’s waterfront (Croese, 2021), and government investments in public
housing and infrastructure upgrading projects have not been sufficiently accompanied with
the creation of green and public spaces or the maintenance of existing public spaces,
resulting in limited use and low levels of satisfaction. The survey conducted in the

neighbourhood of Marcal, in Luanda, give evidence to such perceptions.

On the other hand, the analysis of the results from a survey conducted by the author in
2022 in public open spaces within the city centre gives evidence that such sites remain
attractive and usable by the incumbent residents and newcomers. This phenomenon
demonstrates that the urban design approach remains valid to contemporary Luanda s urban
dwellers which in turn translates the cultural value of the public spaces inherited from the

colonial administration urban fabric to sub - Saharan cities.

4.3 PUBLIC OPEN SPACES INTERVENTIONS IN LUANDA S INFORMAL
CONTEXT - MARCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD

Marcal dates from colonial administration as a temporary settlement, a musseque,

created to house the native Angolans, at a time that the city centre was populated primarily

by residents of European descent and natives resided mainly in the peripheries (Real, 2011).

Public spaces in the city centre did not serve all of Luanda s citizens. In interviews conducted
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in 20271 (LURA, 2021, p. 4], senior residents explained that initial houses were built with
wood, and the site had minimal infrastructure (water and electricity). After independence
and with the city's geographical expansion, Marcal is no longer a peripheral settlement, and
its location attracts people living in distant peripheric areas of Luanda but working in the city
centre. More than 70% of the influx of residents comes from nearby neighbourhoods, and
distant ones and the remaining residents come essentially from the country's northern

provinces.

The survey in Marcal took place in 2021. Here, existing public space was a sports court,
and the community used streets to enjoy fraternizing amongst themselves. The community ‘s

level of satisfaction is reflected on the following indicators:

- 70% indicates flooding as a critical negative environmental issue an inhibitor for the
use of public spaces
- 17% indicates cleanness as another negative factor to the use of public spaces
- 55 % never use public spaces
- 70% are unsatisfied with public spaces
- Most pressing matters for the betterment of public spaces and the neighbourhood,
in general, are road improvement (23%), sewage discharge infrastructure improvement
(21%), increment of public spaces in the neighbourhood (14%) and the combination of

better safety and public lighting (16%).

market

FI1G 25: PHOTOS ILLUSTRATING THE DENSE CONTEXT WHERE MERCADO DA CHAPADA IN LOCATED IN MARCAL AND A PHOTO
OF THE EXTERIOR OF THE BUILDING FROM THE ONLY ACCESS IT HAS NOW. PHOTOS TAKEN IN JUNE 2021.
SOURCE: LURA ARCHIVES, 2021
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The survey in Marcal also gave understanding about the neighbourhood s traditional
market, Mercado da Chapada. During the 1970s, this space which once served as a soccer
field began to be used as an informal community market and its periphery started to suffer
encroaching by spontaneous housing constructions by the residents. These constructions
reduced the area of the market. In the 2000s government fenced what remained of the
place, and by the 2010s, the physical structure was erected. However, the market
administration charges a fee from traders to use the space and requires that they purchase
their tables and seats. These requirements and fees led to the abandonment of the building
by the traders. Furthermore, remaining traders complain that low visibility access of the

interior of the bui|ding by possers—by result in low sales revenues.

F1G 26: INTERIOR OF MERCADO DA CHAPADA. MOST TRADERS ABANDONED THE SPACE AND ARE TRADING ON SIDEWALKS
NEARBY.
SOURCE: LURA ARCHIVES, 2021

The historic trajectory of the land where the market “Mercado da Chapada” stands, informs
some of the dynamics in the nature, typology, and mutations of public spaces within slums in
Luanda. Although it is now a confined building managed by the municipality, Mercado da
Chopodo preserves its iconic meaning for the community as a p\oce of socialisation, where
residents and visitors still meet, buy and as a cultural reference for the city. This market is
one of the few markets in the proximities of Luanda’s city centre. Other examples of the
erosion of these cultural references in contemporary Luanda are Kinaxixi and Roque Santeiro

markets.



FIG 27 KINAXIXI MARKET S BUILDING AND PiazzA (LARGO DO KINAXXI) IN THE 1980s

Source: https:// hpip.org/ pt/heritage/details/74 (Accessep: 14 JANUARY 2024)
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FIG 28: KINAXIXI MARKET - ONGOING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY ON THE INTERIOR OF THE BUILDING IN THE 1970s

SOURCE: GARCIA, 2016, P. 130

Kinaxixi also written Kinaxixe was built in the 1950s., designed by architect Vasco
Vieira da Costa, an Angolan architect of Portuguese descent!!. The market was demolished
in 2008. The structure was an architectural landmark in the city reminiscent of modern
movement architecture adapted to the tropical climate of Luanda. The structure deteriorated

and traders were restricted from using the building, expecting a restauration to return,

" (https: / /www.publico.pt/2008/09/22/jornal/kinaxixe-o-mercado-que-era-um-simbolo-de-luanda-ja-nao-
existe-276979

140


https://www.publico.pt/2008/09/22/jornal/kinaxixe-o-mercado-que-era-um-simbolo-de-luanda-ja-nao-existe-276979
https://www.publico.pt/2008/09/22/jornal/kinaxixe-o-mercado-que-era-um-simbolo-de-luanda-ja-nao-existe-276979
https://hpip.org/pt/heritage/details/74

141

However, after a concession to Macon, an Angolan transport company, the destiny of the
site changed. The proposed project envisaged a mixed-use development with residential,
commercial, offices and entertainment facilities in an area of about 330.000 square meters.
In 2008, the completion of the project was estimated at 500 million American dollars totalling

a 1 000 million American dollars investment!2 This project has been under construction for

16 years. In 2024 the project has yet to see its end. Despite stripping the city of an
emblematic tropical modernist building, Kinaxixi multi-use complex also erased its Piazza, a
public open space in the city centre, another landmark that users indicated during the
interviews as being the only one that compares with the bay in terms of size, urban furniture
and opportunities to socialise and enjoy outdoors. A senior user referred to it as "Maria da
Fonte”, the statue that stood in the middle of the piazza from late 1930s and stated that
“they should just give up on whatever they are building there and put Maria da Fonte back,

we see that construction going no where”.

There are efforts by Luanda’s Provincial Government to reinstate the piazza, this
time with a statue of Queen Nkinga Mbandi. On April 29", 2024, Luanda’s Provincial

Government and a semi-private local bank, BAI, signed an agreement to finish the

redevelopment of the piazza and give it back to public use!=.

12 https: //expansao.co.ao/angola/interior/faltam-500-milhoes-usd-para-acabar-as-obras-do-kinaxixi-

111930.html).

13
https://www.operanewsapp.com/ao/pt/share/detailznews_id=747a849fce0918e04e7d0c04bf473
916Cnews_entry _id=9359e27240429pt_aoCopen_type=transcodedCfrom=newsCrequest_id=shar
e_request



https://expansao.co.ao/angola/interior/faltam-500-milhoes-usd-para-acabar-as-obras-do-kinaxixi-111930.html
https://expansao.co.ao/angola/interior/faltam-500-milhoes-usd-para-acabar-as-obras-do-kinaxixi-111930.html
https://www.operanewsapp.com/ao/pt/share/detail?news_id=747a849fce0918e04e7d0c04bf473916&news_entry_id=9359e27240429pt_ao&open_type=transcoded&from=news&request_id=share_request
https://www.operanewsapp.com/ao/pt/share/detail?news_id=747a849fce0918e04e7d0c04bf473916&news_entry_id=9359e27240429pt_ao&open_type=transcoded&from=news&request_id=share_request
https://www.operanewsapp.com/ao/pt/share/detail?news_id=747a849fce0918e04e7d0c04bf473916&news_entry_id=9359e27240429pt_ao&open_type=transcoded&from=news&request_id=share_request

F1G 29: THE ONGOING CONSTRUCTION SITE OF KINAXIXI MULTI-USE COMPLEX
SOURCE: https://expansao.co.ao/angola/interior/faltam-500-milhoes-usd-para-acabar- as-obras-

do- kinaxixi-111930.html (ACCESSED: 14 JANUARY 2024).

Another emblematic example is the removal of Roque Santeiro informal open-air
marketplace at the district of Sambizanga, in Luanda. It started in 1991 with the official
name of Mercado Popular da Boavista and later it was named Roque Santeiro after the
Brazilian telenovela of same name, aired at the time on Angobn television. This market was
the main commercial hub of the city during the 1990s also considered the world largest
market at the time occupying an area of 1 kilometer per 500 meters where traders sold
diverse products from food to computers'4. Roque Santeiro golden years related to civil war
years a time that the country faced shortages in food provision for the population and
anything could be found in this market. The area was perceived as unsafe due to high
criminality rates inside the market and surrounding areas. There are accounts that illicit drug

and arms dealing happened there as well.

14 https://alchetron.com/Mercado-Roque-Santeiro
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F1G 30: BIRDS EYE VIEW OF ROQUE
SANTEIRO S IMPLANTATION

SOURCE:

HTTPS: / / WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/PHOTO/ ?FBI
D=601918114963814CseT=A.6019180
78297151 (ACCESSED: 12 JANUARY 2024)

F1G 31: TRADERS IN ROQUE SANTEIRO
UNDER TIN-SHADE STRUCTURES. PICTURE
YAKEN BEFORE THE MARKET ~S CLEARANCE.

SOURCE:
https://terraavista.blogosfera.uol.c
om.br/2021/05/23/roque-santeiro-
batiza-mercado-simbolo-de-
abandono-em-
angola/?fbclid=IwAROL16LSAt-
TivM6HbOd_VY9VJgGKdCknITZoSV
pkA-G7FzBCtbAYmRzRVE
(ACCESSED: 12 JANUARY 2024)

A structure was built in Panguila, an urban development which catered primarily for
social housing Panguila, north of Luanda to relocate the market. In 2011 municipal
government shut down all commercial activities and the site was dismantled!>. The market at
the site of relocation never achieved the vibrancy and commercial exchanges intensity
experienced in the original location. In January 2024, Angolan Minister of Culture and
tourism announced, in an interview to Jornal de Angola, the local official newspaper, the
construction of two projects on the site were Roque Santeiro operated. The projects are

Luanda’s Cultural Centre (In Portuguese Centro Cultural de Luanda) and the Angolans

5 https: //alchetron.com/Mercado-Roque-Santeiro
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Resistance Museum (in Portuguese Museu da Resisténcia)'®. The site is still vacant awaiting

the implementation of these projects.

Public spaces are a challenge in informal settlements. In Luanda’s informal context,
oublic spaces such as parks and squares are scarce. Most musseque’s implementation do
not follow an urban plan which would envisage such breathing spaces. Moreover, in the
struggle for space for residential and commercial purposes essentially, musseque dwellers
eoger\y cease opporfunities to occupy any iempfy' land for bu'\\ding or for vending, resu|’ring
in narrow streets and flooded houses during the rainy season (71% of Marcal dwellers
indicate flooding as their main environmental concern). Perceived forms of public spaces are
sports venues, informal markets, streets, and even private yards since all serve as shared
oublic spaces for the informal dweller in Lluanda. In addition, these spaces serve for

entertainment and mourning, such as children's playgrounds, funeral ceremonies, and

commercial activities (LURA, 2021).

In musseques roads can be mere paths which constitute a hindrance for fire brigade
vehicles and ambulances in case of emergencies. The lack of public lightning is severe
favouring high rates of criminality, essentially to females. In the case of Margal access to
transportation means is not a concern to residents (65% of residents take 5 to 15 minutes
walking distance to the nearest collective transport access point). Additionally, about 88% of
the households have water and electricity connections to public providing companies

regardless of their tenancy status.

The survey conducted in Luanda indicates the need and willingness from informal
dwellers for better public spaces and pleasant public life experiences and the dissatisfaction

about the general living conditions and delivery of essential services. Most common

16 https://www.verangola.net/va/pt/012024/Cultura/38422/Antigo-mercado-do-Roque-Santeiro-
serkC3%A1-a-nova-%E2%80%98casa%E2%80%99-do-Centro-Cultural-de-Luanda.htm
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complaints about public spaces are safety-related issues, poor roads, lack of surface water
and drainage and proper sewerage drainage infrastructure, and lack of variety of public
spaces. Nevertheless, despite the urgent need to address these complaints, there is an
opportunity to encourage social cohesion and spark better public life within the formal urban
fabric for lower and higher social extracts of the society with bottom-up approaches, and

7

Rua dos Mercadores!” is an example.

It is essential to note that city dwellers also struggle to preserve and enjoy public spaces.
Within the formal fabric in the city centre, dwellers continually lose their public spaces such
as leisure spaces, football camps, parking spaces, sidewalks, public gardens, cinemas, either
to privatisation or for the sake of informal trade, bars, restaurants and reckless parking of

day workers and visitors. There are reasons to explain that situation namely:

1. The increase unemployment leading to the rise of informality.

2. Occupation of roads, streets, and sidewalks for trade

3. The growth of car parks due to insufficient parking within the city centre.

4. Slum clearance strategies that push away the poor into far distant areas while the
remaining areas are used for the consfruction of condominiums. Moreover, this poor
population comes back to the city centre as informal traders because it remains as a
“profitable market”.

5. The Public-Private Partnership also has transformed public gardens into a mix of

gardens and restaurants, bars, and craft markets.

In face of these challenges, the SDG goal of guaranteeing affordable houses,
inclusiveness, resilient and sustainable cities seem an unachievable target to meet. The year

2030 was defined as the mark of reaching SDG 11 is on our doorstep, and many issues

17 Merchant 's Street



are still unsolved. There is a need to deepen the study of local interventions promoted by
citizen agency to improve public spaces. The example of Rua dos Mercadores sheds light
on bottom-up approaches and lessons that can inform similar interventions across cities in

Angola and the sub-Saharan region.

4.4 URBAN REVITALIZATION INITIATIVES IN LUANDA"S FORMAL
CONTEXT - RUA DOS MERCADORES

Recently, based on Luanda's Master Plan (GPL, Universidade Nova de Lisboa and
Geotpu.lab, 2015), the city has benefitted from Third Generation revitalization projects, as
is the case of Rua dos Mercadores in the city centre (Fig 34). This revitalization resembles
what Carmon (1999) considers the public-individual partnerships where young architects
with local administration support and incumbent residents improved public space conditions
primarily, and owners refurbished and rented abandoned properties to bring about positive
change. As a result, this project is accepted mainly by the middle-income community and
higher as a success story despite portraying the gentrification previously discussed in
advanced gentrification (Gale, 202 1b) and third generation urban interventions (Carmon,

1999). However, informal traders are present and are welcomed in the precinct.

F1G. 32: THE BUILDING IN THE CORNER OF RUA DOS MERCADORES WAS REFURBISHED IN 2017 BY FESA - FUNDACAO EDUARDO
DOS SANTOS. TODAY THE FORMER GRANDE HOTEL IS “ANGOLA - BRAZIL FRIENDSHIP HOUSE” AND THE BRAZILIAN EMBASSY IN
LUANDA OVERSEES ITS MANAGEMENT.

SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022
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Rua dos Mercadores (Merchants Street) is an historical patrimony urban site activated
by commercial activities such as bars, restaurants and shops, improved street lighting and
graffiti animating the old facades with local artistic expression. The street is one of the oldest
in Luanda, dating from the 1600s, when residents were merchants mainly of European
descent and many of them slave merchants (Jacob, 2011; Caldeira, 2014). Houses were
predominantly double storey with shops in the lower ground and living above. The yards
served as transit venues for enslaved people transported overseas paid in exchange for
gold or “escudos’, the Portuguese currency at the time; however, enslaved people also
served as domestic help in the military and commercial businesses of landlords (Caldeira,
2014). The street was classified as a Protected Heritage Urban Site'® by ordinance no.
0689, published in the Official Bulletin n® 7 of February 13th, 1957, (INPC - Institute

Nacional do Patriménio Cultural, 2007).

F1G. 33: SIGNAGE OF RUA DOS MERCADORES RECOGNITION AS NATIONAL PATRIMONY AND OF GRANDE HOTEL
REFURBISHMENT INAUGURATED IN 2015.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022

Academics and non-profit organisations, namely the Centre for Architectural Studies and

Scientific Research - (CEICA from the Portuguese acronym) of the Universidade Lusiada of

18 Imoével de Interesse PUblico
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Angola and Associacdo Kalu, are pioneers in recognising the historical and touristic value of

Rua dos Mercadores. Both entities mobilised graffiti, open-air public expositions, and cultural
gatherings on the street. Some iconic buildings in the street also benefited with this
intervention such as Hotel xxx which was transformed into a civic facility to celebrate the
fraternity between Angolan and Brazilians (Casa da Cultura Angola - Brazil). This strip is
part of a broader cultural and touristic initiative, The Slave Route of Luanda, created to
preserve the historical heritage of Luanda’s downtown. This project, in conjunction with xxx,
mobilised foreigners and Angolans interested to know about the history of the city and to
revisit landmarks that were sites of critical events mainly during colonial settling and colonial

administrative dominium.

More recently, a private initiative, DOLADQO.B, further improved the street, attracted
new businesses, and partially improved the cleanness and safety of the street (Fig 38 and
Fig 39). The initiative took place to commemorate 442 years of the city of Luanda on January
25th, 2018. Local administration leadership and commitment to improving the image of
oublic spaces of the municipality, Ingombota, played an important role. The administrator at
the time, architect Rui Duarte, got involved in the process, and micro revitalisation actions
were made possible with the participation of architects, the collaboration of residents, vacant

bmlding owners and private companies.
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F1G 34: A PICTURE OF A PORTION OF RUA DOS MERCADORES
WHERE THE REHAB STOPS.

SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022

FiG 35: PICTURE OF A PORTION OF RUA DOS MERCADORES
WITHOUT INTERVENTION.

SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022

During an interview conducted in August 2021 by the author, the owners of DOLADO.B,
the architectural firm that worked on the project, Jilio Rafael, and Graciela Mendonca,
confirm the importance of benefaction from private companies for implementing the project.
The strip of the road intervened that was grimy, lacking proper street lighting and perceived

as dangerous became the destination of tourists for site visiting, the youth for entertainment
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and the stage for art exhibitions and public holiday celebrations open air. The intervention

only happened in part of the length of the street.

Looking at the historical background of BIDs, Rua dos Mercadores integrates similarities
worth mentioning though unintentionally applied. The first important aspect to note is the
simi|ori‘ry of the scale of intervention. BIDs genero“y hcppen in small areas such as urban
blocks or streets. Another similarity worth noting was the need to improve public space
appearance and cleanness and preserve the built fabric that incorpora‘red, refurbishing the
facades, improving public lights, remaking the pavement, and giving light to new businesses.
These interventions promoted the area’s safety, attracted the desired clientele for businesses

and improved the market value for the precinct buildings.

Contrary to the typical BID initiatives, Rua dos Mercadores does not have private
patrolling for enhanced security and is not a BID registered project. In Luanda’s context, the
closest to BID in land management are gated communities that are generally private land
and dedicated to housing. Despite no legal framework support, the project was initiated by
young professionals living in the vicinities that studied abroad and contributed to Luanda's
cityscape with fresh ideas. The Municipal Administrator’'s participation was paramount to
attract private investments to implement the project. However, only time will tell if the new
tenant of the municipality will stand faithful to its predecessors ideals. Without local public
administrative leadership, neither the market nor the community would access the place and
implement the project. Despite being an island of revitalisation (Carmon, 1999), the
intervention in Rua dos Mercadores gives valuable lessons, and the strategy could inform

projects across the country and the region.
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F1G 36: RUA DOS MERCADORES AFTER INTERVENTIONS.

SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022

FiG 37: RUA DOS MERCADORES - BEFORE AND
AFTER INTERVENTIONS, SHOWING A POP-UP NIGHT
EVENT (IN 2021).

Source: Do.Lapo.B

Classified buildings

Culturalvenues

Luanda’s Grande Hotel

Py mixed-use: commercial at ground
floor and aparthotel flatsto rent above

Public parks- proposed
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IR

Perimeter of influence

FIG 38: BUILT CONTEXT AND PROPOSED USES FOR RUA DO MERCADORES in LUANDA “S INTER-
MUNICIPAL MASTER PLAN

SOuRrce: GPL, 2015, P.27
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FIG 39: NAXIXI STREET BEFORE INTERVENTIONS IN 2020 F1G 40: A POP-UP NIGHT EVENT AT NAXIXI STREET AFTER
INTERVENTIONS, ORGANISED BY YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

Sourck: Do.Lapo.B PROMOTING ART, CULTURAL AND ENTERTAINING
ACTIVITIES IN 2020.

SOuURCE: Do.LApo.B

FIG 41: A PHOTO OF MURALS EXPOSING THE
TRANSFORMATION IN NAXIXI STREET, LUANDA

SOuRCE: Do.LAp0.B

FIG 42: A PHOTO OF MURALS EXPOSING THE
TRANSFORMATION IN NAXIXI STREET, LUANDA

SOURCE: Do.LADO.B

The intervention of Rua dos Mercadores does not stand alone around the formal urban
fabric of Luanda. There are other initiatives such as Naxixi Street (Figs 41 to 44) and pop-
up flea market events in shopping centres” parking lots. Micro revitalization interventions
are on the rise in Luanda. Rafael and Mendonca are leading another initiative in Luanda ‘s
city centre called Nossa Ginga (Fig 45). The project is dedicated to Rua the full length of

Rua Rainha Ginga (Queen Ginga road). The name of the project, Ginga is an cllusion to the
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native Angolan Queen Ginga Mbandi, of the Ngola“s lineage that challenged Portuguese
authority in the (Wheeler and Pélissier, 2016; Amaral, 1996). As a local term, ginga also
relates to the graciosity and pride in one s way of walking. Queen Nijinga is also referred
in the literature as Queen Nzinga [Amaral, 1996;1997; Wheeler and Pélissier, 2016), Jinga
(Amaral, 1999; Heywood, 2019} and Njinga, the name used on the road after her name in

Luanda.

In an interview with the author, Julio Rafael talks about the motivations behind the
promotion of the project. Having studied in Europe and attentive to government intentions to
promote tourism in the country, Rafael looked forth to provide Luanda’s tourists with similar

experiences he had visiting cities in Europe and justified his intentions by stating that “Tourists
come and stay in hotels in the city centre, but they have difficulties experiencing the city
on foot, to visit the city’s historic landmarks and have shopping and entertaining
opportunities; our roads are not appealing, our services and cultural identity need
better visibility”. Rafael also spoke about the difficulties encountered to fund the project

and obtain financial gains from the project s implementation despite provincial and municipal

administrations approval to implement it. “First it was difficult to put across the advantages
the project could bring to the Luanda’s city centre. Politicians do not believe in the
“Bilbao effect” 1Sfor Luanda, it’s like we live in a cocoon. Then it was accepted and
there was a boom of media coverage, but after that we had to deal with replacements
of decision makers in cabinet” referring to the changing of Governors in Luanda’s
Provincial Government (GPL). Rafael goes on saying that ‘there needs to be an institution
that deals with urban interventions specifically so that that if Julio, Manuel or José go to

with ideas for the city there is some legal framework to guide the analysis of those ideas

19 Also See Patterson, 2022; Lorente, 2024



and keep a vision for the future of our cities. | see no short nor long-term visions for

Luanda for example" he said, talking specifically about public open space intervention.

The intentions of the intervention, to mention a few, are to contribute to the improving
the image of the road by painting building facades, improvement arborisation of the road,
integrate dedicated spaces with temporary structures for informal traders, create pop-up
events such as music festivals and art workshops. Physical upgrade is slow, but the initiative

is recognised for the creation of pop-up events on the site.
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FIG 43: PHOTOS OF PROJECT NOSSA GINGA ILLUSTRATING THE AREA OF INTERVENTION AND THE URBAN
INTERVENTIONS PROPOSED.
SouRCE: Do.LApo.B

4.5 RESULTS

In summary, the fieldwork developed in luanda provided the following insights:

- State-led Urban design intention to create inclusive public spaces alone, in practice, may
not resolve the negative impacts of gentrification in revitalisation processes nor surpass the
need for participatory processes and cultural and socio-economic knowledge of the
community around but provides a significant opportunity for social interaction and promotes

a platform for social inclusivity.

- Administrative leadership and citizen agency played an important role despite some
gentrification in the outcome of Rua dos Mercadores. Nevertheless, the positive note here is
the initiative of professionals and building owners to revitalise streets, recapture the rich
historical architectural characteristics of city centres and provide open-air venues to the city

for cultural and public celebrations.



- Density poses a challenge in informal set ups. Roads, streets and the multi-functionality of
public venues such as schools, sports fields, and markets are the available spaces, and
present opportunities for social interaction and entertainment while also serve commercial

and educational purposes.

- The lack of maintenance and safety conditions in the use of spaces in the city centre.
Indicates the need public spaces have of functional structures/mechanisms for their

managementZC.

- The monitoring of public spaces can benefit with the creation of indicators to express the
degree of adequate access and use, especially by the most vulnerable, to assist local
authorities and organisations of the civil society to improve the provision of better, inclusive,

and accessible pubhc spaces.

4.6 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

To conclude, processes of pub|ic spaces intervenfions from g|ob0||\/ known cities are
abundant in the literature, but there is a scarcity of information about middle-income towns
such as Luanda; this is the primary contribution this research intends to make. Despite the
centralised autocratic nature of the Angolan governing context, the examples of Rua dos
Mercadores show some bottom-up approaches from the community and the private sector
to step-up and contribute to the creation of public spaces and public life. Sustainable
Development paradigms that foster socially inclusive public spaces and co-creation may

assist in reducing adverse gentrification effects.

Moreover, successful examples may lead to intra-city ‘importation of policies/policy

mobility” and a broader improvement of public spaces and public life in Angola, as happened

D https: //novojornal.co.ao/sociedade/interior/falta-de-manutencao-leva-estado-a-descartar-
urinois-que-custaram-7-milhoes-usd-116564.html
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in western countries in the global north. Nevertheless, investments in public open spaces in
informal areas are needed amounting to the overall need to improve the basic infrastructure
and the quality housing units. Public spaces in the informal context play an important role in
social interaction and commercial activities in areas where unemployment rates are high and
family units densely built. The National Statistic Institute of Angola keeps records of
unemployment rates highlighting global and youth unemployment rate numbers. The records
indicate, for exemp|e, that whereas g|obc1\ numbers were around 30%, the you’rh
unemployment rate of the same year achieved 52.9%2!. This is relevant because the last
Angola population census of 2014 (INE, 2016) show that the most expressive group of the
population lays between O to 24 years old representing 65% of the population. Additionally,
the population economically active ranges between 15 to 64 years and this population
comprises 50.3% of the national population keeping in mind that Luanda houses 27% of the
country s population (lbid). This is to say that higher unemployment rates are amongst the
youth which is a worrying sign to criminality urges and the rise of informality practiced by
breadwinners within this age range fighting to meet their daily basic needs and to fulfill their

life aspirations.
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TRADINGECONOMICS.COM | INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE ESTATISTICA, ANGOLA
F1G 44: UNEMPLOYMENT RATES IN ANGOLA BETWEEN 2020 AND 2023

Source: https://tradingeconomics.com/angola/unemployment-rate (Accessep:
28 January 2024)

1 https://tradingeconomics.com/angola/unemployment-rate
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Luanda shares the same urban problems as other sub-Saharan African counterparts,
namely high population density, poverty growth, lack of infrastructures that could serve the
entire population, and, most importantly, of high levels of socio-economic inequalities (Buire,
2017 :Blanes, 2016; Rodrigues, 2017). With a dual urban structure formed by musseques
and the city of the asphalt, where the proportion of wealthy people is modest compared to
people living in underserved infrastructure sites, the social tension is observable in public
spaces. The city is fighting to meet SDG 11 in the context of the sole eight years to reach
2030. Water, lighting, transport, roads, gardens, sports fields all constitute what city dwellers
are fighting for in the public realm and depend on how public policies are designed,

imp|emenfed, and monitored.

The economic component of public spaces interventions is not the focus of this paper.
However, it would be an oversight not to mention that cityscapes design, intervention, and
maintenance with pub|ic or private Funding in middle-income countries correlates in’rr'ms'wcc:“y
with economic issues. Castells (1983) discusses the challenges of investing in null tax revenue
areas that are densely populated with high rates of unemployment such as Marcal for
example, because they are unable to self-sustain themselves. Additionally, the struggle to
convert informal settlements into decent living settlements relates to the state’s economic
dependence on exporting raw materials and an underdeveloped industrial local sector. This
work does not explore the approachability of government officials to implement such projects
nor the bureaucratic procedures that underlie the process of urban interventions such as Rua
dos Mercadores. Understanding such dynamics from project conception to implementation is

not explored here but would further contribute to the work started.
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CHAPTER YV

Experiences Of Urban Revitalisation Practices In The
Global South

5. INTRODUCTION

This section extends the literature review focusing on emblematic cases of urban

interventions in cities of the global south. The redevelopment of the Luanda Bay is analysed

in comparison to the cases of other cities of the global south under the perspective of state-

led initiatives and the level of public participation they incorporated in the strategies. This is
relevant for the research because one of the main objectives is to propose a model to study
and support POSs inferventions from a participatory platform. The analysis done on this

section elaborate on the intricacies of politic-administrative characteristics of cities in the
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global south touching on socio-economic, financial, and cultural dynamics of cities of the

global south with particular attention to Africa and the Luanda context.

The redevelopment of the Bay of Luanda is the most meaningful urban intervention in
oublic open spaces in Luanda after independence. Previously a beach front during colonial
administration, the bay is the largest and most representative public space of the city, it is
the city’s main postcard image. Although the Bay has no 15-minute rationale in its
conception, it capitalises on the fact that allows for sports playing, sightseeing, restauration,
open venues for music, flea markets, public celebrations, and public manifestations. With the
last upgrade intervention dating from 2015 (lopes, 2016), the Bay which was initially
managed by a private body and perceived as a semi-public space, is now in the hands of
Luanda s provincial government showing signs of poor mainfenance in its greeneries and
cleanness. Its design and timing of construction were inspired by the end of the civil war and
the country s economic boom due to revenues from oil exports and of world-city aspirations
of cities of the global south (Hoyle, 2000; Watson, 2009, Croese, 2018, 2021). Despite
catering for high income clientele in the services offered and its initial patrolling, the area is

today a welcoming inclusive POS.

The practice of urban interventions in Luanda has shown that interventions remain
“strongly driven by political interests of securing legitimacy and stability  (Puire, 2022, p.
4; Croese, 2021). Chloé Buire (2022, p. 4) states that this positioning of governing forces in
power in Angola has not changed compared to the views and practices under Portuguese

rule. "From colonial governors to post-independence party-state and from socialist
authoritarianism to post-war petro-oligarchy, Luanda political economy has left no
place for civil participation or transparent negotiations (|bid). The still repressive political

status quo in Luanda (Blanes, 2016) inhibits any resemblance of contestation to state-led

initiatives which numbs the willingness of users and the community at large to voice opinions



and participate in the improvement of public open spaces in the city. This section sets the

redevelopment of Luanda Bay sideways with other global south examples to draw similarities
but also to extract positive and negative outcomes, valuable lessons to retain for future

reference to design and implement future urban interventions.

The literature review is considered the ground for research work ((Miller-Bloch and
Kranz, 2015; Kalpokaite and Radivojevic, 2021). In search of rigour, clarity and
professionalism, literature reviews and qualitative analysis may overlap (Kalpokaite and
Radivojevic, 2021) in terms of planning, the structure, and identifying themes and codes
(Aspers and Corte, 2019; Jarzabkowski, et al., 2021) to conduct one or another and this is
the case on this research work. The aim is to revise the relevant knowledge about public
space in urban design, and its relevance to social inclusion and the vitality of the cities where
they belong to which the literature review sets a grounding stone to this vital exercise.
Moreover, qualitative research is the preferential research method to apply to research
subjects related to human behaviour and social interaction (Boddy, 2016; Johnson et al.,
2020). Therefore, qualitative research methods are selected to gather the richness and depth
of the information to answer the research question. These methods include Gn0|y5ing case
studies, map interpretation, pho’rogrophs, interviews, and inguiries and cross—referencing the

gathered information with the theoretical framework.

This phase involved four following fundamental tasks. Firstly, the epistemological
bibliographic research and data collection aid in understanding urban revitalisation strategies
and how they have impacted the urban quality of life and the establishment of local urban
identity. Secondly the investigation of current paradigms such as urban governance and the
importation/exportation of policies and sustainable urban principles are part. Thirdly the
characterisation of urban interventions in different cities and how pub|ic spaces have been

acknowledged and intervened upon regarding space morphology, functionality, comfort, and
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safety, especially in city centres. The objective is to study successful urban interventions and
provide feasible options for everyday human activities to all social extracts of the community
they serve. Lastly the case study analysis and discussion of previous policies and strategies
of urban redevelopment and how they can inform future interventions in general and the

urban revitalisation of Luanda, in particular.

5.1 COMPARATIVE CASE STUDY ANALYSIS

The research uses comparative case studies from the literature to provide the basis for
knowledge development and evidence of documented urban revitalization practices, draw
lessons which will aid in creating the pillars of the diagnosis and POS intervention guidelines
to be tested in Luanda. Characterized as an integrative literature review (Snyder, 2019) this
method was chosen because of the broad spectrum of urban revitalization interventions.
However, other authors refer to case-studies as a quo|ifo’rive research method useful for
themes related to human behaviour and social challenges that need attention and to

summarize standards and best practices (Johnson et al,, 2020) which is also valid here.

Sample sizing has been a theme to debate in both qualitative and quantitative
research (Boddy, 2016). Furthermore, sample size needs to take into consideration the
context and may be partially dependent upon the scientific paradigm wunder which
investigation is taking place (lbid) However, in qualitative research the depth and richness of
the information taken thorough and rigorous investigation from unique examples tends to be
more relevant {Body, 2016), but leads to time constraints and proc’ric0| issues in terms of
evaluating a large sample (Boddy, 2016; Aspers and Corte, 2019, Johnson, Adkins and

Chauvin, 2020).
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Different revitalization projects cover different challenges and achieve different
specific goals in the broader sense even though the intended common result is the betterment
of the living conditions of the population. Moreover, in this case, the purpose of the case-
study research is to critically assess and synthesize outcomes from previous revitalization
projects allowing to build theoretical frameworks for future analyses and for new
perspectives to emerge. Considering that social inclusion, quality of life, urban policy and
urban governance have surfaced as important vectors for urban revitalization from the

literature review so far, the case studies presented addressed those topics.

Four case studies were selected from the literature. Their significance is in the topics
they address and are common to challenges faced in downtown Lluanda. Relevant
challenging topics are state of the art architecture and waterfront revitalisations,
gentrification, accessibility, and public transportation. The case studies selected are Curitiba
in Brazil, Cape Town in South Africa, Singapore and Luanda in Angoela, all global south
cities. Curitiba is incorporated here as a somple of Second - Generation urban
redevelopment intervention with emphasis to Transit Oriented Development. This case study
is relevant to the research because it talks about social inclusivity from an urban mobility
perspective. One of Luanda’s challenges to attract urban life to the city centre is public
transportation mobility. Most of the public transport providers are informal in the form of mini
vans with chaotic repercussions to the fluidity of the transit fluidity and urban safety. Cape
Town is brought as a sample of First-Generation urban redevelopment interventions with
emphasis on physical interventions. This case study is relevant because it addresses the
outcomes of population displacement, political and legislative frameworks that enabled
interventions but were not enough to subvert public contestation. Singapore is incorporated
as a sample of Third - Generation interventions with focus on economic gain, public-private
participation, and neoliberal influences. It also addresses similar issues of historical

preservation, global city aspirations in waterfront redevelopments that are very close to
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Luanda’s challenges. The redevelopment of the Bay of Luanda in Angola integrates Third
Generation urban redevelopment interventions as well. This case study is relevant because
it sheds light on African political centralised contexts, governance dynamics and social
inclusion challenges in the context of the sub-Saharan African planned city. These issues are
relevant to this research aims because they challenge the intention of promoting an inclusive

and sustainable revitalization framework.

Despite their contrasting geographical, social, financial, and environmental contexts
and political set-ups coupled with different revitalization approaches, they share an
understanding of the urban systems they are placed, involving deep collaboration with
different urban actors across multiple scales. Referred in the literature as meaningful
experiences (Uduku, 1999; Chang and Huang, 2011; Croese, 2016a, 2018) they were
selected to analyse current urban initiatives of urban interventions in Luanda and feed into

an appropriate and sustainable POSs intervention framework.

For the case study analysis, the following framework applies:

1. Context of the city:

The context gives a brief description of the city's population and area data, geographical
location, and importance to its surrounding context. Where it is necessary, the description

adds political contextualisation to support understanding of the project.

2. Revitalisation Strategy applied

Here the approach to revitalisation is presented in detail with objectives defined and
resources used to implement the projects. It is important to note that some cases include

policy design, but that is not the case in every case study.



3. Project implementation

This section presents a narrative of the Project implementation phase. Based on data
available in the literature, some cases describe a specific period from implementation to a

time of considered “conclusion”. However, in many cases, revitalisation projects span over

decades, and the registry is not always updated.
4. Qutcomes

This section describes the outcomes of the projects observed from the time it registered
in the literature consulted. Note that further developments may take place after such time.
Outcomes refer to social, economic, physical, and sometimes environmental effects gathered

from the implementation of the revitalisation project discussed.

5.1.1 CASE STUDY 1: Curitiba

Curitiba is the eight most densely populated city in Brazil, with 1 879 355 inhabitants
and a population density of 4 062 per km* (WPR, 2016). The city is known for its Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) system, considered as a reference and an iconic case study of BRT development
thus being applied with adaptations in other cities in neighbouring Latin American countries
and beyond (Hidalgo and Carrigan 2010 cited in Croese, 2016a). The need to reduce
traffic congestion and integrate the urban centre of Curitiba with its surrounding
neighbourhoods to prevent the worsening of urban sprawl thus promoting better quality of

life for its residents was at the centre of the project (Croese, 20164l.

Urban revitalization approach
This case study focuses on urban redevelopment through a Transit-oriented Development

approach, also designated as -THE TOD STRATEGY. "While the development of cities has
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historically been linked to investments in urban transit, the concept of TOD emerged in
the United States in the 1SS0s as a response to traffic congestion and suburban sprawl

caused by the rise in car use since 1S45%Croese, 2016aq, . 4).

According to The Global Platform for Sustainable Cities?2 and the World Bank, (Salat
& Ollivier, 2017; lbraeva et al., 2020) TOD, is a planning and design strategy that brings
together elements of land use and transport planning, urban design, urban revitalization, real
estate development, financing, land value capture, and infrastructure implementation to
achieve more sustainable urban development. As a planning and design tool, TOD enables
city actors to negotiate through varying urban priorities to ultimately prioritize inclusion and
resilience in an optimized environment. This is achieved by concentrating urban densities,
communities, and activities within a 5 to 10 minutes walking distance from mass rapid transit
stations (both bus and rail-based), developing quality urban space and providing convenient

and efficient access to a diverse mix of land uses.

Since TOD implementation can be complex, it is essential that cities understand the
dynamics ot play related to all city systems- real estate economics, fransit routing,
infrastructure design, land use planning and zoning, the development of the local economy

through urban revitalization, and urban design- to achieve the concept's full potential.

The ideas and work of Peter Calthorpe as an urban planner combined with experiences
such as Portland, Oregon in the United States, have defined TOD as a strategy of
intervention in the urban fabric associated with principles of “New Urbanism™ and the current

trend in sustainable urban development with emphasis on mix-use, compact and “smart

growth” (Croese, 2016a; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016, Gehl and Svarre, 2013]".

22 See https://www.thegpsc.org/about and
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/transforming-the-urban-space-
through-transit-oriented-development-the-3v-approach



https://www.thegpsc.org/about
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/transforming-the-urban-space-through-transit-oriented-development-the-3v-approach
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/transport/publication/transforming-the-urban-space-through-transit-oriented-development-the-3v-approach

Theoretically, there is no universal definition of urban interventions through TOD,

nevertheless, the general conditions associated with TOD are ‘mixed-use, walkable,
location-efficient development that balances the need for sufficient density to support
convenient transit service with the scale of the adjacent community” (Grodach and

Ehrenfeucht 2016).

Project implementation process

Financing of TOD are one of the main challenges for the assessment, design,
implementation and maintenance of the infrastructure. According to Croese (20164l various

opportunities of financing are explored when preparing TOD projects such as:

- State grants by means of debt, credit, or grants or even by creation of financial
incentives for the private sector.

- It can also support finoncing investments for housing, pub\'\c spaces and social services
as integrated components that contribute for a sustainable project outcome.

- Financing tools to cover anticipated operational costs through taxation and municipal
fees or transit-oriented land development by increasing land value and attractiveness

for the real estate market.

Emerging tools: structured funds, land banks, conversion of underused industrial areas
redfields to parks ‘greenfields’, national infrastructure bank (adapted from Environmental

Protection Agency 2013 (Croese, 2016a; Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016).

On the flip side, recovering investments and profit from TOD projects remain a challenge.
The challenge tends to be worsened in the context of developing countries where land
regularization is a concerning matter and land acquisition is generally informal. For land
value strategies to be effective, strong institutional capacity needs to be in place, as well as

“clear policy guidelines, combined with high densities, a supportive legislative environment,
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organisational cultural change that embraces property development, and the creation of a
real estate development division within transit agencies (Suzuki et al, 2013)". An example
where this tool has been successful is Hong Kong where effective legal framework is in place
and a strong real estate market is established and public transport is effectively profitable
(Cervero, 2013; Cervero and Murakami, 2009 cited in Croese 2016a: Suzuki et al., 20159,
A combination of the tools described above were used in the case of Curitiba. Curitiba’s
TOD project was thought to attend a specific cost-effective strategy to deliver a project
both from investors as for future users and combined investments on transportation and land

use development even before TOD was a known concept (Cervero, 2019).

There were important components to the project that impacted on results. To start, a
legal framework supported the project. This was done with @ Master plan, zoning,
regulations, and incentives that promoted concepts of mix-use and building density, high rise,
and walkability along the corridor on the areas that surrounded the stations (Croese, 2016a).
Inside the legal framework are national policies implemented for tariff incentives and
subsidies (such as a single flat fare for long and short routes and o mandate that employers
should subsidise a portion of their workers transport costs) promoted ridership (lbid). These
strategies had visible results with a significant drop in transportation costs, traffic congestion,

a drop in individual car usage, cleaner air despite significant industrial activity in the city

(Goodman et al., 2007 Suzuki et al., 2013).

Public funding from state and federal government for the development of the corridor
played an important role. State was not too dependent on the market to develop the project.
There were incentives for private sector investments to develop areas around the corridor
in exchange for the preservation of the city's historical, cultural, and architectural heritage.

Llevies charged were channelled to a fund that promotes construction of affordable housing

developments (Macedo, 2013).
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Other aspects are political support and institutional coordination coupled with local
community's support and coordinated projects around the corridor areas that supported job
creation (Employment Corridor program) and entrepreneurship (Good Business program)
supported the use and success of the project (Croese, 2016a). On a sustainability note, the
introduction of the Green Line in 2009 marked Curitiba’s TOD project as the first in Latin

America with a bus service running with 100% biodiesel (Macedo, 2013),

Outcomes

Since its start in 1974, and despite initial success after implementation, the project saw
some decline early in the decade of 2010s (Duarte et al, 2011; Medeiros et al, 2024)
because demand rates were higher than supp\y capacity resu\fing in overcrowding and slow
service during peak hours (Croese, 2016a). Another critic has been the fact that the project
has not followed urban expansion and new neighbourhoods are left out resulting on middle-
class families going back to use individual cars thus increasing traffic congestion [Scruggs,
2013 cited in Croese, 2016a; Duarte et al, 2011). New strategies to expand the BRT line
info new neighbourhoods with semi-underground line with optic fibre were in place by 2017,
On the flip side, the fact that the project contemplates the “formal” urban fabric alone,

several informal settlements have grown around the city closer to job markets {Ibid).

Furthermore, despite observations that Curitiba’s Master Plan may have prevented land
speculation, there are indications that politically well-connected investors benefited from
these relations profiting from buying land around the BRT corridor before the project was in

place (Macedo, 2013).
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FIG. 45: A SHOPPING CENTRE LOCATED IN FRONT OF
THE TRANSPORTATION LINE TO MAXIMISE VISITORS
AND THUS PROFIT.

SOURCE: CROESE, 2016, P. 11

5.1.2 CASE STUDY 2: District six - Cape Town, South Africa

Cape Town is historically known for its commercial importance as being a commercial
port city with cosmopolitan @ social mixture. Establishment of Cape Town as a "Western-
style” port dates from the sixteenth century a time when it was used as a stop-over point for
Portuguese and Dutch ships in transit to the Far East, before finally becoming the territory of
the Dutch East India Company (Uduku, 1999). The city is located at the far southern point of

South Africa and the African continent coincidently.

Colonization has had an impact on the multicultural social mosaic of Cape Town with
the Nationalist party politics and its precursors dominating South Africa for the best part of
the twentieth century. This endured from 1940s until late 1980s, a period during which the
multi-cultural character of the city was systematically suppressed by means of legislative
ways and political ideclogies of the time. As a result, segregation occurs and housing, health
and educational institutions and other forms of social infrastructure reflect this. This social
segregation left marks in the urban fabric that can be traced until today (Du

Plessis, 2013).



Urban revitalization approach

In a comparative study between neighbourhoods in Cape Town and Liverpool, Uduku
(1999) portrays on the latter part of the twentieth century to be most remembered for the
faster pace of the widening gaps in earning power between the richest and the poorest
citizens, both in developed and developing countries if we compare to previous times. The
reflection of this fact became noticeable in the urban living conditions of the social groups

affected and "has resulted in many urban renewal projects in metropolitan areas being
exclusively designed for an affluent, upwardly mobile population and its lifestyle
requirements, effectively confining the urban “have-nots” to derelict inner-city areas

with few public facilities” {Uduku, 1999, p. G5). The revitalization approach in the case of

District Six focused strongly on the residential component of the urban fabric. The intention

to clear the site and introduce a wedalthier white clientele and move the community to a

geographical location though to be more adequate to what their living standards could

afford.

Project implementation process
During the years of institutionalized racial segregation in South Africa, “coloured
preference area’ legislation enforced the preference of labor to coloured residents in
detriment of black residents. Government controlled migration of black citizens into the city,
and this led to a fall in housing provision for the black community by the state and the

occurrence of informal settlements (Uduku, 1999).

District Six was a connecting area between the city and the garden and farm areas
south of the port; it had also been an area of freed slave settlement after the abolition of
slavery in 1835, Archival records (Donaldson and Duplessis, 2013; Uduku, 1999) suggest
that the area was named District Six by the Cape Town governing board in 1867, as the

sixth administrative district. Socially it has been predominantly a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural
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neighbourhood with affluent white residents and indigent residents mainly blacks and
coloureds. Residential developments in the southern part of the city led to the evasion of the
white residents and influx of wealthier black and coloured residents. After the inter-wars
years in South Africa, the economy of Cape Town declined and was followed by an influx
of work - seeking residents from neighbouring countries. Later, the proximity of the district to
the city centre and other more affluent neighbourhoods such as Oranjezicht and Signal Hill,
emphasized its distinct multicultural identity compared to the surrounding more segregated
areas. By the 1960s, following the Group Areas Act of 1950, the Cape provincial council
housing conditions in District Six were declared unfit for human occupation giving legal

grounds for forced evictions and the relocation of residents to segregated townships in

Mitchell's Plain (Uduku, 1999).

Outcomes

The eviction and subsequent demolition that took place at District Six had the official
“green light” on the grounds that there was a need to eradicate the slum environment and
aftendant vices supposedly encouraged by the neighbourhood. For the administrative
ideology at the time, it was similarly important to clear the “Black” spot in a location that
was understood as a White area, geographically close to the city s business district and
surrounded by white residential areas (Uduku, 1999; Turok, 2014). Evicted residents have
made the effort to keep a sense of community cohesion to keep the memory of their
livelihoods in District Six alive. This pressure groups expressed themselves in the arts, press
and other forms of publicity. These groups ensured that discussions about the future of District
Six land are open to public. Another important gain was the establishment of the Cape Town
Community Land Trust founded to address the problems of former residents and owners of

land which was repossessed during the Group Areas Act (Turok, 2014).
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The aftermath of the operation is far from what had been planned. "There has been the
eventual construction of a polytechnic (the Cape Tecknikon), of an Asian bazaar and a
number of government-built houses for the army and police; most former churches and

mosques remain standing... (Uduku, 1999, p.101).

FIG. 46: DEMOLITION IN PROGRESS, DISTRICT SIX,
CAPE TOWN, CIRCA 1974-1975. TAKEN DURING
THE FINAL STAGE OF REMOVAL OF 6 000 FAMILIES
FROM DISTRICT SIX, FOR RELOCATION TO THE CAPE
FLATS AND ATLANTIS, IN TERMS OF THE GROUP
AREAS ACT.

SOURCE:

https: //www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-2016-

02-11-remembering-district-six (ACCESSED:
31 May 2021)

Most of the planning proposed has not been implemented for a few reasons. Difficulty
to secure funding is an import reason to point out because most investors and financial
institutions did not want to be related to the obliteration of the neighbourhocod especially
because of the publicity on the history of the neighbourhood. Social pressure is thought to
have played a major role in forcing the national government re-proclaiming @ small part of

District Six as a Coloured or “special” group area in 1983 (Uduku, 1999).

FiG. 47: LIVELIHOOD OF THE STREETS
CHARACTERISTIC OF A MIDDLE-INCOME
NEIGHBOURHOOD, JUST BEFORE EVICTION AND
DEMOLITION.

SOURCE:
https://lynnssite.wordpress.com/2
013/06/06/district-six-before-and-
after/ (Accessep 31 May 2021)
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In July 1996 consultation was still taking place between the administration and old
residents, looking toward solutions that varied from land compensation and housing provision
within the district redevelopment plans (Uduku, 1999). On the one hand some old residents
were tenants and not landowners on the other hand cost of housing offered (both rental and
sale) were above what the community average earning power could afford. These
challenges have conditioned the ability of both parts to come to a satisfactory agreement,

especially for the entire community group at the table (Turok 2014, Uduku, 1999).

AR, A
¥ B\Xv FiG. 48: CONTESTATION FROM THE COMMUNITY

ALL:WHO=PASS CARRIED ON, PRESSURING COMPENSATION OR EVEN
: ACCOMMODATION OF PREVIOUS RESIDENTS IN THE

XEMEMBER USANDS PLE-W /
REMEMBER THE: THOUSANDS . OF -PEQPLE-WHO LIVED NEW URBAN DEVELOPMENT SCHEME.

FOR:GENERATIONS®IN DISTRICT: SIX
AND WERE FORCED ‘BY LAW. TO' EBAVE THEIR; HOMES
BECAUSE: OF*THE COLOUR .OF -THEIR “SKINS.
REMEMBER'ST. MARKS - CHURGHAND "THE -COMMUNITY.
WHO:RESISTED" THE: DESTRUCTION: OF- DISTRICT: SIX

SOURCE:
HTTPS: / /WWW.NEWS.UCT.AC.ZA/ ARTICLE/-2016-
02-11-REMEMBERING-DISTRICT-SIX (ACCESSED: 31

May 2021)

Hands Off District:Sik (,fampnign 12,1989

5.1.3 CASE STUDY 3: Reclaiming the city: waterfront development in
Singapore

Singapore is a city-state country in the Asian continent, located in the south of the Malay
Peninsula, about 137 kilometres north of the Equator. The country consists of a main Island,
Singapore (which is about 47 square kilometres in size), and another 60 small islets.
Singapore is one of the largest ports in Southeast Asia. It owes its prosperity to its strategic
position at the south exireme of the Malay Peninsula, dominating the Strait of Malacca,
which connects the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea (Winstedt et al., 2024). Extremely
poor conditions of citizens and river poHUinn were incentives for an urban revitalization

process that have been going on for decades (Chang and Huang, 20111,


https://www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-2016-02-11-remembering-district-six
https://www.news.uct.ac.za/article/-2016-02-11-remembering-district-six

Urban revitalization approach
Singapore can testify to revitalization interventions on its historical urban centre,
investments in transportation systems, real estate development devoted to the tourism
industry, internet connectivity and high-technological building ventures. Singapore is today a
modern global financial centre and comprises urban areas, such as the Golden Shoe District,
Singapore River, and the Marina Bay, with particular qualities, each one speaking out about

urban revitalization interventions that took place at different points in time (Chang and

Huang, 2011).

The approach talks about the trend of global south cities aspiring city worldliness
standards to attract global markets and the instrumentalisation old city centres for tourism
purposes, while improving the living conditions of the residents. While the city aimed at
offering the best of everything, debates arise about whether it was done atf the expense of

losing its essence and originality (Harvey, 1989; Hoyle, 2002; Croese, 2016b).

Project implementation process

An important aspect of the development strategy implemented was state commitment
and participation through the majority land ownership being policy, comprising 70% of the
territory (Amirtahmasebi et al., 2016). The Land Acquisition Act of 1966 is an important mark
with regards to legislative measures to ensure public ownership of land. Furthermore,
compensation strategies for the resettlement of slum residents as well as the provision of
affordable housing demonstrate how extensive public state intervention and private sector

participation enabled urban redevelopment in Singapore (Chang and Huang 2011).

According to Chang and Huang (2011), revitalization in Singapore included three main
strategic objectives. One of the objectives was to provide vitality and functionality by

infroducing greater variety of land use; furthermore, promoting people interaction by opening
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the landscape to a greater audience and creating the opportunity for more people to use
the space as well as preservation of the local by commemorating local cultures and histories

were guidelines to the actions undertaken.

The functional track of intervention aimed and providing sites with economic profitability.
It is visible what Harvey (1989) discusses as the entrepreneurial state conviction which looks
at land as the source of capital. With the goal at hand being the greatest possible return of
capital possible, culture and historic sentimentality may sometimes be overseen. On the
accessibility guideline, actions involved complete clearing of existing spaces and its history

and memories to ‘re-create environments that are allegedly accessible to all. (Chang and

Huang 201 1).

Experiencing Singapore has different impacts from locals and visitors. For the resident,
regctro”ess recognizob|e improvements in the quality of life, a sense of permanent exposure
to public, positions the city to a permanent shopfront condition for tourism and lack of privacy
to local life. For some visitors, acknowledgment of top of the art architecture and mesmerizing
sites are not replacements of getting to experience local culture and way of life, local
vernacular architecture and to get in touch with the “soul” of the city. “While some degree
of worldliness is essential in any redevelopment, a fine balance has to be sought

between the excesses of global urbanism and the parochialism of vernacular

concerns” (Chang and Huang, 2011, p. 11.
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FiG. 49: A VIEW OF THE WATERFRONT BEFORE

REVITALIZATION TOOK PLACE. LESS EXPLORATION OF
THE VIEWS OF THE WATERFRONT WERE HAPPENING AT
THE TIME.

SOURCE: CHANG C Huang, 2011, p. 11

Outcomes

It is a fact that Singapore landscape has been changed and long gone are the slum
derelict images of the city. Current discussions observe de peaks and valleys of the city site s
fortunes. Local criticisms consider interventions economically and functionally driven on the
part of government with the support of the private sector (President, Singapore Institute of
Architects; quoted in The Straits Times, 11 May 2007, p. 33 cited in Chang and Hang 2011,

p. 8l.

Nevertheless, absorbing sceneries and spectacular architecture charm the masses as
glimpses into futuristic environments in confrast with tourists seeking for local identity but
disillusioned when coming upon a state-of-the-art world class waterfront that lacks the soul
of the place. Acceptability is greater for the local than the expected tourist it is meant to

attract, a by-product of successful state marketed vision internally.

Fi1G. 50: A VIEW OF THE WATERFRONT AFTER REVITALIZATION
. TOOK PLACE. IT SHOWS THE INTRODUCTION OF GLASSY
ARCHITECTURE AND RESTAURANT ACTIVITY.
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SOURCE: CHANG AND HUANG, 2011, p. 11
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5.1.4 CASE STUDY 4: Bay of Luanda - Luanda, Angola

Brief description of Luanda

Luanda, the author s hometown is the focus of this research work. This case study builds
the foundation of the research, and the Bay of Luanda is one of the POSs in the perimeter

of study presented in chapter five with additional layers of analysis.

The city landscape in Luanda is marked by contrasting realities that cohabit closely
’roge’rher spc’riGHy and in everydcy life interactions. Native residents use expressions such as
‘the city of asphalt” and “the city of flattened land tracks” to differentiate between the
planned and the unplanned city, the Musseques. According to the statistics shared in
Luanda’s Master Plan (PDGL Portuguese acronym)and the National Population Census both

from 2014 (GPL, Universidade Nova de lisboa & Geotpu.lab, 2015), out of almost 7 million

people living in the city in 2015, more than 60 percent live in informal settlements.

During civil war year that elapsed from 1975 until 2002, Luanda was the safe port of
the country and from where higher structures of government operated (Croese, 2018).
However, the instability lived in the country forced some governmental structures in Luanda
to be secluded and away from the city centre in a military base compound highly monitored
named Futungo de Belas. Ten years later, in 2012 then Angolan President José Eduardo dos
Santos inaugurated the first phase of the redevelopment of the Bay of Luanda (lbid).
Internally, it was one of many projects carried out by public motivations to mark the beginning
of a new era of state investments in better living conditions for the population, and prosperity.
Internationally, the redevelopment of the bay was addressed as a successful waterfront
redevelopment project (PR Newswire, 2013} and with extensive state marketing as the ‘new

face of Luanda (Lopes, 2011).
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Urban revitalisation approach

Similar to the previous case study of Singapore, the redevelopment of Bay of Luanda
testify for the Angolan attempt to follow the trend of aspiring to the status of a World Class
City or attempting to offer the best of every global city with high-rise buildings, high-
technological architectural developments meant to attract global financial markets, world
renown firms with a real estate market offering ultra-modern office blocks, distinctive airports,
trade centres and retail centres (Elsheshtawy 2013 cited in Croese, 2018). However, internal
pressure both by professionals and an influential civil society played an important role in
balancing aspirations of a futuristic Asian - like (Dubai and Singapore) aesthetics and the

preservation of modernist colonial architectural heritage.

As in other aspiring world-class cities, world-class city-making in Luanda has also been
accompanied by its fair share of urban boosterism or city branding: ‘strategies intended to
distinguish cities as part of interurban competition which include advertising, sloganeering,
and marketing tfactics that construct aspiring world-class cities as a commedity to be
marketed (McCann 2013 cited in Croese, 2018). This includes extensive media campaigns
to advertise the governments investments and efforts which are broadcast on public

television, radio, newspapers, and billboards, as well as on international channels such as

CNN (Croese, 2016b, 2018).

Project implementation process
The initiative to redevelop de Bay of Luanda came from central administrative authorities.
Lack of consultation marked the process during the initial phases of the project. The definition
of project objectives and urban design development happened in closed doors. However,
at the time of submission for approval, professional organizations and prominent members of
the society came to the rescue of local cultural and community values and the preservation

of colonial-built heritage of the surrounding area.



The intention of the redevelopment of the Bay had three main objectives. The first
motivation to intervene was the geographical characteristics of the Bay. Because of the city's
topography, the Bay acts as the primary rainwater drainage for the town by gravity. Avenida
4 de Fevereiro often floods during the rainy season, a reality that is not unique to
contemporary Luanda. Luanda floods in downtown Luanda occur since colonial rule?3, The
situation aggravated in independent contemporary Luanda and therefore, there was an
infrastructural need to intervene on the rainwater drainage conduits because the existing
infrastructure was obsolete and unable to cater to the current demands for sewage, for
example. Another infrastructural intervention was the renewal of the road network and the

amplification of the waterfront area for leisure and gathering activities.

At the time, extensive fraffic congestion took place in the road network at the Bay, and
the lack of parking facilities was also a problem. Apart from the infrastructural priorities,
there were intentions to improve the image of the Bay with some beautification interventions
attempting to give back to the city “post card” image and capitalize on political legitimacy

and stability for upcoming national elections (Croese, 2016b, 2018; Buire, 2022).

Investments were presented as mainly private with some land compensation for real
estate developments. Such developments were meant for state-of-the-art office blocks and
housing mimicking previous case studies challenges of gentrification. At the bay, open air
sports facilities are provided with restaurants and shops catering for a wealthier clientele.
However, with Dos Santos stepping down and President Lourenco taking over, the Bay lost
its presidential patronage and was relegated to the Luanda Provincial Government. The

strict patrolling eased allowing for public appropriation (Buirre, 2022).

2 see news page in Annex 7 A provincia de Angola, April 27th, 1963
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Outcomes

With a centralized political-administrative structure, one may understand that urban
interventions in Angola, and in Luanda particularly, are largely of the initiative of central
government and politically motivated. Nevertheless, some voices from organized professional
associations, provincial level administrative institutions, and the civil society are voicing their
opinions and have been able to change the course of action of some of these projects as is
the case of the renewal of the Bay of Luanda. (Bekker, Croese and Pieterse, 2021). In the
interest of preserving historical values of the city and cultural values from the community
living in the vicinity, public contestation including architects and urban planners managed to
influence the outcome of the project to an outcome thought to be more sensible to the

memory and soul of the place (Croese, 2018; Bekker, Croese and Pieterse, 2021).

Despite civil society involvement in the process of the Luanda’s Bay revitalization, the
voices heard came from an elite intellectual and political class and not from the common
Luanda’s citizen from lower income groups (Croese, 2018). Regardless, the public cpen
space created at the Bay represents a qualitative effort to the improvement in the quality of

public spaces in Luanda.

Today, connectivity between the Bay and the interior of the city is poor. The Bay s space
could beneficiate from better connectivity with the interior of the city both by pedestrian
access and public transport mobility. Another aspect of the Bay of Luanda is the reduced
number of visitors from lower income social groups (Croese, 2018). This context of spatial
segregation will be explored based on the research purpose to achieve social inclusion

through the built space.

Other management intricacies have surfaced with President Dos Santos stepping down

in 2017/ national elections. Initial investments announced as public-private partnerships, have



been declared by the state to be originally public funds (Croese, 2021). The open-air
shopping area has stopped on its first phase and management today is completely public.
However, office blocks and residential flat units developed by the real estate market are

the homes of an cffluent clientele today (Croese, 2018).

The final and built land plan was designed by local architect's office Costa Lopes
Architects. It covers an area of 510 000 square meters and was built from 2010 to 2013.
The plan sets a buffer area with two green belts with trees, bushes, and grass, between road
lanes and the bike and pedestrian pathways. Approximately 3,500 meters of the extension
are dedicated to places for outdoor gatherings, benches to rest and sports facilities amongst

other uses.?4

Today, rainwater drainage infrastructure shows lack of maintenance with alarming

flooding along the bay and connecting roads during the rainy season. Management has

been challenging for the current delegated public officials that operate amenities at the bay.

5.2 ANALYSIS

The analysis of these different case studies helps to determine common trends that trigger
revitalization processes and common trends that enable successful project implementation
that can be learnt from previous revitalization projects. These commonalities would then aid
in designing the basis of a practical adaptive model to promote urban revitalization through

oublic space interventions in Luanda. Results affirm common characteristics despite

% https://www.designboom.com/architecture/costa-lopes-arquitectos-landplan-luanda-
bay-waterfront-angola-03-08-2016/ and https: //www.landplan.pt/en/projectos/baia-de-
luanda-en/
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differences in geogrophical, poli’rico\, economic, social and cultural differences amongst the

case studies presented.

This exercise feeds into current trend revitalization processes happening around the
globe which comparative analysis across the global south are scant. The results are valuable
because they shorten the gap between global south discourses that generally import policies
from global north experiences while south - south synergies are contextually more meaningful
based on common challenges of urban poverty, professional technical availability, and
economic status. However, there is still @ gap in the literature regarding strategies to revitalise
the urban fabric from public open spaces interventions that aim at social inclusion and social

interactions, in the sub-Saharan context.

The research can be enriched by expanding the number of case studies investigated to
reinforce commonalities and, on this regcrd, the present exercise comes short. However, the
fact that they cover all three global south scenarios (Latin America, Africa, and Asia) and
two examples are drawn from sub-Saharan Africa where the experimentation is intended to
take place, it is believed that the results are not invalidated by the reduced number of case
studies presented. Furthermore, the choice to invest on depth, rigour, and clarity rather than
statistical information is deliberate in order grasp concepts and identify gaps upon which this
research may build upon. Moreover, time constraints played a role and influenced the sample

size of the case studies undertook.

The incursion into the historical background of urban redevelopment policies and
processes assists in understanding the motivations behind such interventions, which are
genero”y localised or spreod around city centres” sites in decoy. Addi‘riono“y, city centre
decay propels the departure of the most fortunate to suburbia neighbourhoods (Carmon,
1999). In many cases, the city centre maintained its economic and employment importance

and commuting becomes a struggle for the working masses adding air pollution to the
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environment (Croese, 2018). This was the case of Curitiba which combined a multitude of

processes but kept an emphasis on social problems and in Carmon (1999) terms fits into
Second Generation urban redevelopment processes. In this case study, it can be concluded
that policy making, and robust public funding capacity are crucial for a project that envisages
many social components. Because city ‘s development is an ongoing process, projects must
be able to grow with the city and adapt to upcoming transformations. Despite social
sensitivity on the project, spatial segregation took place, and the growth of slums posed as
an undesirable outcome (Croese, 2018). The porosity of political relations between public
officials and private investors are another challenge to watch out for as it may lead to unfair

competition (Croese, 2018; Pieterse, 2018).

In another case, the slum-clearance First Generation urban redevelopment approach
that in Western contexts were motivated by the city beautification movements of the 1920s
and 1930s (Carmon, 1999} in the case of District Six had further motivations based on social
and political agendas. Racial spatial discrimination was legislated and was essentially what
motivated the intervention (Uduku, 1999). However, contestation from the community

hindered funding of the project and initial objectives had to be reconsidered (lbid).

The history of District Six helps us revisit the objectives of urban revitalization especially
from a social perspective. Whereas urban revitalization processes are important set of tools
to prolong the life of cities and improve living conditions of the territory intervened, but social
repercussions are many fimes undermined (Donaldson and Du Plessis, 2013; Uduku, 1999).
Residential developments play an important role in urban revitalization projects. The
maintenance of a balanced variety of both low- and high-income groups makes part of the
social sustainability advocated by Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 11) (United Nations,

2015] for promoting inclusive, resilient, safe and sustainable cities and human settlements.
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Moreover, the decoy of |ivmg conditions, construction of out-of-town commercial hubs,
health and education facilities coupled with the inefficiency of public transport systems foster
the outflow of the most affluent groups from residential arecs to suburbs leaving the city
centre residential stock for lower income groups with less economic capacity to maintain the
infrastructure. Gentrification is still one the main challenges of urban revitalization processes
and the perspective of hoving an economic multi \cyered resident community component,
most times, can determine positive social outcomes of projects, compared with more

homogeneous residents’ communities resulting in unfortunate outcomes (Hoyle, 2002; Harvey,

1989; Uduku, 1999).

It is believed that participatory processes in all phases of urban revitalization processes
from the definition of the objectives, diagnostic, design, and implementation may reduce
conflict and promote, amongst the incumbent community, an integrated vision of the territory
about proposed interventions. In the case of Singapore, a complex Third Generation
specimen, combines city centre neo-liberal interventions economically driven and the

improvement of living conditions of native residents.

Furthermore, arguments of the right to the city to all and cultural identity surfaced are
interwoven with other practical functionalities such as land use and transport connectivity.
Even though spaces restrict access to none, intangible barriers may inhibit dwellers to take
delight in the city. “Lack of discretionary income, failure to display the essential cultural
capital (of dress, diet, hobby, site of residence) might disqualify one—if not by force,

then by sentiment—from the evolving city (Chang and Huang, 2011, p. 12).

Luanda’s Bay Revitalization project, draws extensively from the public administration
visions, coupled visible and invisible actors” dynamics that Edgar Pieterse (2018b) discusses.

It also manifests the role of urban governance to fend off results that do not resonate with



the community at large even though such voices are generally from middle and upper classes
and socially affluent citizens. This project resembles o Third-Generation urban
redevelopment approach with some degree of public participation and public-private

partnerships.

Here some characteristics of key elements previously recorded play an important role in
the project implementation. The first one is government support. Besides de fact that the
project had a top-down nature, this same aspect guaranteed project implementation. The
second is a combination of public and private funding coupled with land use compensations.
Implementation of revitalization projects are time consuming and demand extensive funding
availability. The third aspect is the operation of amenities and conservation of the public

space.

Whether management needs to be under public or private authority is another debate.
The fact is projects need to be financially self-sustainable to guarantee long-term
maintenance and monitoring. Finally, the introduction of participatory approaches may ease
tension with civil society. Public consensus and contributions to the project objectives and
implementation strategies may result in a more socially inclusive outcome which is what this

research work aims to contribute.
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5.3  RESULTS

The historical background of urban redevelopments shows that most urban
redevelopment interventions are motivated by the need to improve the built urban fabric,
social living conditions and the economic opportunities of a given context. Most of these
po|icie5 emerged from the importation of po\\'cies orig'mo‘red in the g\ob0| north (Carmon,
1999 Fainstein, 2020: Maia, 201G), interpreted, adapted, or simplistically applied in home
countries or hometowns of “policy entrepreneurs’ across western countries and global south
cities as well (Watson, 2009). However, some contexts have interpreted and localised some
of these policies, as is the case of BIDs in South Africa (Guimaraes, 2021; Hoyt, 2006).
Whether the outcome is satisfactory or not, is another discussion that is not the focus of this

work.

Another finding is that urban redevelopment policy and implementation process impacts
public open spaces, even if it is not its primary objective. The public space signals the decay
or upgrade of a specific area. Thus, from an urban planning, urban design and architectural
perspective, an urban revitalization strategy that aims at appecling to walking and
permanence in public spaces is possible (Gehl, 2011) within the framework of the Third
Generation of urban revitalisation processes. However, the induction of vitality into public
spaces needs fo be intentional. Physical requalification does not spontaneously result in social
vitality as seen in the case of the Bay of Luanda. A program of activities and services that

attract and retain people on the place is crucial for the revitalization strategy.

Nevertheless, the governance complexities of the administrative and political context must
be understood and integrated into the strategy for a leap from academic exercises to
practical materialisation (Pieterse, 2018b; Gjaltema, Biesbroek and Termeer, 2020). Another
critical point is a legislative amendment (Hoyt, 2006, Carmon, 1999; Pieterse, 2018b). Most

successful cases of policy importation had a legislative framework that supported and



legitimised the interventions. Despite the importance of leadership and participatory
processes (Amado, 2019, Watson and Agbola, 2013), legislative amendment played an

important role.

Furthermore, some underlying challenges such as poverty and lack of resources typical
of developing countries of the global south cannot be addressed with urban planning tools
alone (Lemanski, 2007). Therefore, the importance of governance is highlighted with multiple
actors funding and managing urban revitalisation projects, promoting job creation and
feeding into the micro-economy. Finally, it is critical to empower communities to be at the
table to voice their needs and opinions (Pieterse, 2000, 2018b; Bevir, 2016; Fainstein, 2020)

for sustainable urban development (Amado, 2019).

Four themes emerge to summarise the findings (Social, Economic, Environmental impacts
and governance): These themes correspond to the four pillars of sustainable urban

development (United Nations, 2015) and overlap with the guidelines of Place-Making?°.

Social — Sociability
The 4 Pillars /
of Economic T"—* Uses and Activities ]
Sustainable A _ Projectfor
Urban Environmental Tff—“ Access and Linkages Public Spaces
Development /
Governance | = Comfortand Image

F1G. 52: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN URBAN SUSTAINABILITY PRINCIPLES AND WHAT MAKES A GREAT PUBLIC SPACE FROM
PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES
SOURCE: AUTHOR

5 Https://Www.Pps.Org/Article/What-Is-Placemaking
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2020)

The results of the case-study anclysis are:

Social

- The need for social inclusivity has been reiterated and is reinforced in all case studies
presented. From the outcomes, it is sensible to say that designing for the local community as

the first users of the urban fabric demands “a proper understanding of local communities’

needs with research as a background for practical proposals " (Uduku, 1999, p. 1101,

- Urban lifestyles have changed considerably in the past decades with the introduction
of the internet. Existing urban fabrics need to be flexible and adapt to new lifestyles in
outdoor public spaces. Considerable change has happened on living, working and socialising
conditions, and therefore they all need to be considered in the design as part of “an
integrated practical and theoretical framework to create truly cohesive communities

bid). All of them are important.


https://www.pps.org/article/grplacefeat

- Gentrification and lack of identity have been the major challenge and a repetitive
negative outcome of urban revitalisation (Croese, 2016, 2018; Uduku, 1999, Chang and
Huang, 2011). Thus, promoting inner-city livability, vitality and culture through positive
publicity - city branding (Hoyle, 2002) may need to integrate accessibility strategies for
residents from both the formal and informal city, which is a real challenge in the revitalisation
agenda. However, a dash of gentrification in the right proportion can aid into deploy
stigmatisation, and the perceived image of poverty, unsafety and social degradation routed

in some derelict neighbourhoods, streets and public spaces (Carmon, 1999).

Economic.

- The most impactful projects have incorporated design interventions at the residential,
commercial and social level, thus promoting effective public use of open spaces with a mix-
use strategy (Croese, 2016b). Public spaces are drivers of the micro-economy and cultural
interchange of cities and in the sub-Saharan context specifically (Simone, 2004, 2010,
2019). The permanent policing of public spaces in Luanda, especially those of the “protected’
city hinders the spontaneous informal occupation so characteristic of African cities (Simone,
2004). However, community persistence and the need to resort to micro-commercial activities
to survive provide the streets of Luanda with color and vitality with walk-around informal
traders and shoe shiners to mention a few. This cultural characteristic can provide insight to

how public spaces can be activated and alive.

- Given the complexity of urban governance dynamics in Luanda actions that can be
achieved with local actors (communities, district and municipal administration and the private
sector] present a preferable approach to promote positive change with minimal central

government opposition.
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Environmental

- Sustainable urban development has environmental sustainability as a vital issue that
needs to be addressed (Amado, 2019; Gehl and Svarre, 2013). “Improving or developing
the ecology of the inner-city should be a key part of the urban redevelopment agenda’
(Uduku, 1999, p. 110). Furthermore, green and water bodies aid in providing outdoor comfort
by regulating the temperatures and providing shades (Florindo et al., 2017 Liu, Krishnamurthy
and van Wesemael, 2021), aspects that are relevant in Luanda’s hot and humid climatic

conditions.

Governance

- Successful projects have proposed adaptations at a local administrative level and

legislative level to be successful (Croese, 2018b: Chang and Huang, 2011).

- Finally, contemporary urban revitalisation projects need to carefully consider community
participation and collaboration at both public and institutional levels (Madden, 2021:
Cartwright et al., 2018). It is believed that a considerable degree of public, private, and
social infegration is achieved by encouraging multi-stakeholder interaction (urban p|onners
and designers, policymakers, the private sector, and the community to participate), fostering
the delivery of diverse job and entrepreneurial opportunities, mobility options, public services,

education around public spaces for residents, workers and visitors (Chang and Huang 2011;

Cehl, 2010).

5.4 SUMMARY

Successful implementation of urban revitalization through public space s interventions is

documented in Europe (Gehl and Svarre, 2013) and the organization Project for Public



Spaces (PPS) participated in projects around the United States of America, Canada, Mexico,

and North America Australia (Madden, 2021). However, evidence in cities of developing

countries is scarce with a wider gap within the sub-Saharan context.

In the African context most projects have been state-led (Bekker, Croese and Pieterse,
2021) and participation remains a challenge (Titov, 202 1; Pieterse, 2000), little evidence is
found on coordinated micro-actions that involve communities, local administrations, and the
private sector. Emphasis is on physical requalification which does not spontaneously convert
itself into revitalisation and POS liveability (Gehl and Svarre, 2013; Croese, 2018). Public
open spaces are valuable to urban living for social (Gehl, 2010; 2011; Gehl and Svarre,

2013; Jacobs, 1992), economic (Simone, 2004; 2019, Chang and Huang, 2011) and

environmental reasons (Day, 2016; Florindo et al., 2017).

Urban revitalization strategies have been successfully tested and documented across the
developed countries western world (Grodach and Ehrenfeucht, 2016) with little evidence
from cities in developing countries (Florindo et al., 202 1; Ramlee et al, 2015, 2016, 2018:
Muneerudeen, 2016). Luanda’s urban sprawl and a ww’dening economic gap between h\'gh—
and low-income groups calls for strategies to promote social inclusion and public spaces
present an opporfunity to be the medium in which all income groups interact and benefit
through commerce, service provision, leisure time and improved health conditions. The
strategy looks forward to creating vitality in public open spaces in Luanda throughout the
week, during day and night hours, especially after working hours and during non-working

days.

The literature review established the starting point of this research enlightening how
agents (the state, communities, and the private sector) from other geographies have explored

public open spaces to promote urban vitality. Another layer of understanding of the
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opportunities of use and socialisation is provided in Chapter 5 which complements the

analysis presented here.

Despite extensive criticism of policy importation {Watson, 2009; Hoyt, 2006), many times
oushed by global agendas (Sustainable Development Goals - SDGs) and global agencies
(United Nations and the World Bank), it is believed that the challenge is not in policy
importation but the understanding of the conditions that enabled implementation at the origin
and those in the destination (Cartwright et al., 2018). Another critical aspect is subjective
interpretations which are what this research has presented so far, that needs to be coupled
with objective-based research to shorten the gap from failure to success (Watson, 2009,

Nevertheless, “planning by experiment becomes critical for strategic city sites... due to
failure of other forms of centralised, top-down, or market-led planning strategies”

(Marrades et al,, 2021, p. 222).

The results suggest that further investigation across global south cities can contribute to
improving living conditions of the population primarily through open public spaces, a lateral
approach that Croese and Majoe (2021} call upon for a post-pandemic covid-19 context
where cities in the global south and Africa particularly, have suffered a regression in the run
to meet targets of the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Although it is
understandable that government attention in Angola is on the requalification of slums since
more than 60% of the population lives in them (GPL, Universidade Nova de Lisboa and
Geotpu.lab, 2015), it is also important to preserve and take advantage of the formal fabric
to promote social interactions, social inclusion, and the micro-economy with actions that are
possible to implement with the private sector, local administrations and the private sector

and minimal opposition from the central government.



The combination of qualitative narrative research and an area-based approach (Turok,
2014) such as the design of a model to diagnose and produce recommendations for POS
interventions, designed in further on this research coupled with the need for policy innovation
at the destination offer a novel perspective to urban revitalisation processes with public

spaces as its primary vector for Luanda’s social inclusion strategy in urban revitalisation.

The main themes identified in urban intervention examples are Participatory Approaches,
Durability of interventions, Government support and Funding. Table 4 presents a comparison

of these dimensions on each of the case studies, including a summary of their outcomes.

CASE STUDIES SUMMARY
Themes
Participatory Approaches Durability GovernmentSupport  Funding
Governance Social + Governance Governance
Economic + + Economic
Environmental
Urban Government Funding Participatory Outcomes
Intervention Support Approaches
District Six 1st Generation High Public - Private Low at the Negative long term
beginning. High results
residente’s
resistance
Curitiba 2nd Generation High Gov. (Tax Public Adm - Positive Mid term
(Public Policy) strategies) Private companies  results
Singapore 3rd Generation High Public - Private Low - top down Positive results for
decision making tourism
process Negative results
for locals
Luanda 3rd High Public - Private Low - top down Positive long term
Generation (Land decision making results (image,
compensation) process infrastructure,
socialisation)

TABLE 4: SUMMARY OF COMPARATIVE CASE STUDIES ANALYSIS
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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CHAPTER VI

LUANDA

6. INTRODUCTION

LUANDA RO
AREA METROPOLITANA 0
METROPOLITAN AREA ‘

FIG 54: ILLUSTRATION OF LUANDA S GEOGRAPHICAL location
Source: COuRTESY OF LURA
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The central theme of this chapter is the urban development of Luanda, tracing its
evolution from its establishment by the Portuguese explorer Paulo Dias de Novais in 1575

to the present day.

The focus of this research study is Public Open Spaces in downtown Luanda. It is
therefore vital to understand the processes of human occupation, as well as the socio-political
administration systems that occurred on this territory which resulted on the potentials and
challenges the city faces today. Downtown Luanda, as will be explained below, is the oldest
site of Luanda. However, the challenges to convert persistent rural urban sites or unplanned
urban clusters (locally known as musseques) and integrate them into the planned city
paradigm are yet to be resolved. Despite political - administrative efforts since colonial
administration times, unplanned sites resist total urban planning westernisation, posing as
locations of poverty but also showcasing the critical socio-economic disparities of Luanda s
citizenry. Public Open Spaces, as seen is western counterparts in Europe and the United
States (Wolch et al., 2005; Cranz, 2008), are believed to be opportunities to decompress
social tension between the higher and lower socio-economics groups of the society and

provide economic and social inclusion venues to Luanda’s urban dwellers.

This chapter will address the origins of the native population of Luanda, the process of
colonial penetration and dominion, critical milestones of urban intervention since its
foundation by the Portuguese explorer Paulo Dias de Novais in 1575 (Amaral, 1968, 2000b;
Real, 2011)26, Novais acted upon a royal land donation letter (in Portuguese Carta de
Doacao) dated from September 19th, 1571, in which king D. Sebastio untrusts Novais with
sovereign powers over the territory of Angola to found villages, nominate administrative
personnel, charge taxes and install a justice system over the affairs of the occupied land

(Amaral, 2000b). On the other side, native African rulers conceded Novais the right to set

% Some authors such as Venancio (1985) appoint the year of 1576 for the foundation of the city



his headquarters inland, where is today, Fort S&o Miguel after negotiations over the

occupation of the island of Luanda by Novais and his troops (Ibid).

6.1 PRE-EUROPEAN HISTORY - FROM A TERRITORY OF NDONGO
KINGDOM TO A BASE OF COLONIAL SETTLING AND
ADMINISTRATION.

To study the urban development of Luanda one needs to start with is a trip back to the
times of Portuguese colonial arrival and settling. Although some authors argue that Pre-
European history of Angola is one of the least recorded tropical Africa (Real, 2011,
However, the publications of Redinha (2009) and Amaral (1968, 1999, 2000a) provide rich
information about the origins of the peoples that first inhabited the territory of Angola and
Luanda specifically from the XVI century, acknowledging lack of sources before this period.
it is believed that the first occupants of the Angolan territory were Bushman also known as
Khoisan, and a later invasion of pre-Bantu, the Vatua, followed by Bantu settlers took place
between 1300 and 1600 (Real, 201 1; Wheeler and Pelissiér, 2016). Bantus are believed
to come from the Niger, northwest Africa. They distinguished themselves from Khoisan
communities for their ability to establish more permanent settlements and complex socio-
political structures (Amaral, 1999, 2000a; Redinha, 2009). Moreover, the Congo Kingdom
is the first known social structure to settle in today 's Angola territory (Ibid). The wealth display
of the king headquarters manifested power, possession of enslaved people and an army,

and the nzimbu, a seashell found among other places on the island of Luanda (Amaral, 1996;

Redinha, 2009: Wheeler and Pélissier, 2016).

Carregnato (n.d.) describes the residents of the land of Luanda before the arrival of the
Portuguese as communities belonging to Ndongo, an ethnic group part of the Congo

Kingdom. On the other hand, Amaral (1996) explains that Ndongo became independent
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from Congo and became a kingdom on its own right. From this kingdom comes the Ngolas
lineage which interacted with early Portuguese settlers and established diplomatic
relationships from early 1500s until late 1660s (Ibid). It was also from this kingdom that
Portuguese settlers established the name of the later ultramarine province of Angola
(Kukanda, 2000). What all the authors consulted agree upon (Amaral, 1996, 2000a,b;
Redinha, 2009: Real, 2011: Wheeler and Pélissier, 2016) is that the seashore of Luanda
were the source of the seashells called the Nzimbus also called Zimbos, the latter considered
one of the riches of the Kingdom Congo and Ndongo kingdoms and used as a currency for
commercial exchanges. From the Ngolas lineage, Queen Nzinga Mbandi emerges as an
able diplomatic native figure that was able to create alliances with neighbouring kingdoms
and united establish a peace treaty with Portuguese colonisers until the time of her death in
1663 (Amaral, 1996). Amaral (2000a) studies of pre-colonial socio structures in Angola, also
presents graphic representations of the spatial organisation of the Bantus settlements across
the country, which are relevant because they shed light on the nature of spaces these

communities used to meet, rule over social matters of the community and socialise.
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, the Portuguese established themselves as commercial

Initially pacific on their arriva
partners of native Bantu communities who believed the relationship could be equitably fruitful
and were willing to learn about the European newcomers' cultures and scientific knowledge
(Wheeler and Pelissier, 2016: Amaral, 2000b). However, soon relations became tense, and
the slave trade intensified beyond the African royalties’ control (lbid). In 1641, Luanda also
experienced the invasion of the Dutch, which lasted for seven years before the Portuguese
re-established its dominium (Amaral, 1968: Wheeler and Pélissier, 2016). The transition from
the co-existence of native socio-political structures to complete colonial dominion is not
always addressed in the bibliographic records consulted (Amaral, 1968, 1999; Ferraz,
2005; Fernandes, 2021) is clear that when the Portuguese recovered Luanda from the
Dutch, Portuguese troops attacked to Congo monarchy kingdom headquarters’ resulting in
the death and decapitation of the Congolese king by Luis Lopes Cerqueira. This incident

became a mark of the decline of the native Congo kingdom’s supremacy and the

establishment Portuguese dominion over the lands fortunes (Amaral, 1996, 2000b).
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Nevertheless, in terms of urban development, some landmarks were built during the period
of co-administration of the land, but not much had been done regarding the definition and

paving of the city ‘s early road network.

6.2 PORTUGUESE COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION ESTABLISHED
(1648 - 19705S).

During colonial administration, cities were established mainly with two strategies in mind.
The first strategy was to establish cities in proximity to ports or seacoasts such as Luanda and
Benguela (Amaral, 1968; Fonte, 2007). The second was the proximity to railway stations or
ooints with fluvial connectivity such as Huambo and Malange (Ibid). The design and
implementation of plans in Luanda started in the 1940s with technical offices established in
Portugal with extensions to the colonies during the 1960s, coincidently a time uprisals
contesting colonial rule started in Angola (Buire, 2022; Maia, 2019). This period coincides
with the Portuguese administration of Estado Novo, Luanda witnessed the planning and
construction of social housing neighbourhoods and the clearance of informal settlements
closer to the city cenfre (Milheiro, 2012). During colonial administration, cities were

established mainly with two strategies in mind.

The foundation of the Village Sao Paulo de Assumpcdo de Luanda, named in honour of
captain Paulo Dias de Novais dates 1575-6 (Amaral, 1968; Santos, 1970). In 1605
Luanda’s urban growth granted the village urban standards to be elevated to the status of
a city in urban category terms (lbid). In mid-18th century, Sé&o Paulo de Loanda’s Village
was one of the two main territories comprising Portuguese colonial administrative presence
in today's Angolan territory. Luanda was limited by Dande River on the north, River Kwanza
on the south, river Lukala on the east and the Atlantic Ocean on the west. The second

territory was Benguela, another sea-costal city established downwards, south of Luanda
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(Ibid). When Sao Paulo de Loanda was entrusted to Paulo Dias de Novais by the Portuguese
court, Portuguese political powers had three main objectives namely the missionary work and
the spread of Catholicism, to find and explore mining resources believed to exist deep along
Kwanza River and to capture and commercialise native popu\ufion into s|clvery whose main
destination was Brazil, another Portuguese ex-colony. The latter objective took priority
becoming the focus of this administration because of the economic gains the slave trade

represented for the Portuguese royal court (Amaral, 1996, 2000b).

Initially pacific on their arrival, the Portuguese established themselves as commercial
partners of native Bantu communities who believed the relationship could be equitably fruitful
and were willing to learn about the European newcomers’ cultures and scientific knowledge
(Wheeler and Pelissiér, 2016; Amaral, 2000b). However, soon relations became tense, and
the slave trade intensified beyond the African royalties” control (lbid). In 1641, Luanda also
experienced the invasion of the Dutch, which lasted for seven years before the Portuguese
re-established its dominium (Amaral, 1968 Wheeler and Pelissiér, 2016). The transition from
the co-existence of native socio-political structures to complete colonial dominion is not
always addressed in the bibliographic records consulted (Amaral, 1968, 1999: Fernandes,
2021 Ferraz, 2005). However, in Wheeler and Pelissiér (2016) is made clear that when the
Portuguese recovered luanda from the Dutch, Portuguese troops attacked to Congo
monarchy kingdom headquarters’ resulting in the death and decapitation of the Congolese
king by Luis Lopes Cerqueira. This incident became a mark of the decline of the native
Congo kingdom“s supremacy and the establishment Portuguese dominion over the lands

fortunes (ibid).

In terms of urban development, some landmarks were built during the period of co-
administration of the land, but not much had been done regarding the definition and paving

of the city s ecrly road network. To protect the occupied territory, Portuguese erected forts.
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In Luanda these forts are Fort Sdo Miguel (1575), Fort Saio Pedro da Barra (1618), and Fort

S&@o Francisco do Penedo (1765-6). Other constructions reminiscent of this time are the

prisons that also served as guarding positions to the city and churches such as Nossa Senhora

da Conceicao Church (finished in 1636), Nossa Senhora dos Remédios (1651) and Nossa
Senhora da Nazaré (1664) (Amaral, 1968; Ferraz, 2005; Martins et al., 2010). The period
between 1648 and 1769 was mostly dependent on the slave trade and Luanda was not
only one of the main ports of this activity but also the destination of people under imposed
exiled from Portugal. By 1755 Coqueiros Neighborhood was one of the densest and bearing
relevant commercial activities in the city with Feira Grande and Feira dos Coqueiros being
prominent markets within the city context. The connection between the lower and the upper

plateau of the city were done via stone paved footpath.

The preoccupation with the quality of POSs in Luanda, dates from colonial urban
development interventions and precedes the modern movement paradigms of urban planning
and urban design. The 17th century maps of Luanda show only three roads (Martins et al.
2010). In the 18th century the city grew into six roads, four markets, four pedestrian paved
roadways and a “Rossio” which is in fact the first Public Open Space located in front of the
Governors Palace where today is located the Presidential Headquarters? (lbid). From mid-
18th century, Sebastido José de Carvalho e Melo also known as Marqués de Pombal is
appointed Prime-Minister by the Portugal’s king Don José | (Fonte, 2007; Mingas, 2011).
Marqués de Pombal governed from 1750 until 1/77. During the Pombaline Administration,
Luanda is Administrated by D.Anténio de Vasconcelos (1758-1764), Sousa Coutinho (1764
- 1772) and Don Anténio de Lencastre (1772-1779). Marqués de Pombal administration is
remembered for persecuting the noble class, and some of them opted to move to Angola as

expat families or families in exile (Santos, 1970).

7 Palacio Presidencial in Portuguese
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Governor Dom Francisco Inocéncio de Sousa Coutinho (1764 - 1772} (Fonte, 2007
Sousa, 1996) introduced what is called an “llluminist Urbanist” to Luanda. His intention was
to reduce the dependence of the city’s economy on the slave trade trying to introduce
agriculture, mining and industrial activities. His efforts did not produce the expected results
(Amaral, 1968). Under his administration there were improvements in sewage and rainwater
drcindge systems improving the quo\'\’ry of the pubhc space in gener@\. Old constructions
were restored (for example, Fort S@o Miguel and the Governors Palace?® where the
Provincial Government of Luanda headquarters is today). New buildings emerged such as

the Customs House, that construction initiated in 1./70.

Amaral (1968] credits the construction of the Terreiro Publico (1775) to Sousa Coutinho
although ditferent sources indicate that this happened beyond his mandate. Terreiro Piblico
was a wholesale structure to attend the scarcity of food the city lived at the time and was
located where the Unknown Soldier Monument is today. In 1771 the first promenade of
Luanda was built with trees and the railway running around the Bay of Luanda dates from
the same year and within Sousa Coutinho's mandate as well. New urban parks and piazzas
were designed and there was an introduction of urban zoning and the distinction between
public and private space (Mingas, 2011). Nevertheless, according to Elias Alexandre da
Silva Corréa (Amaral, 1968), there was a mantle of a ruined and abandoned feeling to the
city with yards for the concentration of slaves awaiting exportation amidst native settlements,
important administrative, religious and residential worthy constructions intertwined. Sousa
Coutinho s actions mark the first urban intervention actions to improve living conditions of
Luanda s dwellers. Luanda remained the desfination of imposed exiled people not only from
Portugal but from Brazil and other unknown origins including gypsies (Amaral, 1968) and the

economy based on the exportation of slave trade, ivory and wax, which affected its
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development and maintenance revealed as a concern by Portuguese governors Don Manuel

de Almeida e Vasconcelos in1731.

In 1755, Lluanda wes primarily divided by four neighbourhoods (Mingas, 2011) that
corresponded to the four military companies that guarded the city namely 1-Uptown to
Ingombota, 2 - Beginning of the Bay (Corpo Santo’s Church) to Nossa Senhora dos
Remédios Church, 3 - Nossa Senhora dos Remédios Church to Bungo’s Church and 4 -

Bungo’s Church to Nazaré’s Church.

F1G 58: MAP OF LUANDA FROM 1755. AREA OF STUDY IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA CIRCLED IN RED. THE COASTLINE 'S
SHAPE HAS CHANGED ACROSS THE YEARS.
SOURCE: AMARAL, 1968, NOT NUMBERED

The improvement of public space included stone paving of streets and introduction of

street lighting. It was also during this time, in 1779, that the road network expanded and

connected downtown from Nazaré Church (Igreja da Nazaré) up the hill to Alto das Cruzes

Cemitery (Cemitério Alto das Cruzes) (Mingas, 2011; Martins et al, 2010). Coutinho also

infroduced the concept public space dedicated to leisure activities (Passeio Publico in
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Portuguese), which presented urban furniture such as seating, afforestation to provide natural
shade and therefore offer outdoor spaces for social interaction especially for the colonial
community (Mingas, 2011). One example of such project was Avenida Marginal called
which is Avenida 4 de Fevereiro after independence to celebrate the date of the country s
oroclamation of independence in 1975. The projected Avenue started from Nazareth
Church and extended up to For Sao Miguel. Avenida 4 de Fevereiro, still commonly known

as Marginal de Luanda.

The initial sea line was Rua da Praia, which changed into Avenida Salvador Correia and
then Avenida Rainha Jinga after independence, a name that is preserved until today. The
sealine was pushed backwards repeatedly giving space to Avenida Marginal. An area that
once was a market in the 1910s, was transformed into @ bathing beach front during
colonisation and today is the most formal and structured space of the old city centre. The
first intervention to establish Luanda’s bay waterfront introduced a harmonious transition

between the sea and the built fabric of Luanda kept until today.

The year 1848 marks another important milestone of urban intervention in Luanda.
Fostered by the abolition of the slave trade in 1836, the sanitation of the city improved,
roads cleaned, buildings numbered, and the first toponymic report published revealing the
existence of 19 roads, 12 bystreets, 11 piazzas and roundabouts, 3 footpaths and 3 alleys
named after the pantheon of Portuguese history. Native markets activities persisted. A
prominent market in downtown Luanda, Quitanda Grande (built in 18 16) housed more than
100 quitandeiras and in Coqueiros there was Quitanda Pequena. However, behind the veil
of stone-built constructions, clusters of unplanned neighbourhoods occurred as an option for
the natives and the less fortunate. Governor Caetano Alexandre de Almeida e Albuquerque
denounced the derelict state of residential buildings, churches, administrative buildings, forts,

lack of streetlights and deficient sources of potable water (Amaral, 1968; Santos, 1970).
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FiG 59: MAP DE LUANDA DE 1862. CIRCLED IN A DOTTED RED LINE ARE SITES OF COLONIAL CONSTRUCTIONS AND
UNPLANNED SITES INTERSPERSED. AN APPROXIMATION OF THE AREA OF STUDY IN A SOLID RED LINE.
SOURCE: AMARAL, 1968, NOT NUMBERED

Between 1884 and 1900 another set of urban interventions began to took place. The
telephone line service was installed in 1884 and in 1888 a railway line was inaugurated,
connecting Luanda to the inlands up until Malange, which facilitated the distribution of
agriculture goods with positive economic impacts. In 1899 a line of provision of potable
water for the city from Bengo river was inaugurated which caused greater relief to the
population that used boreholes and cisterns to attend their needs. It is worth noting some
details mirrored from Portuguese city making such as the Piazza of Maritime Arrival (in

Portuguese Portas do Mar) where is today the monument of the Unknown Soldier which
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resembled Terreiro do Paco in Lisbon and the Bay Promenade with trees and gardens similar

to Avenida da Liberdade in Lisbon as well.

Luanda s urban development met another stagnant moment during the years of the first

and second World Wars, only to regain momentum after the end of the latter.
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F1G 60: MAP OF LUANDA OF 1926. AREA OF STUDY CIRCLED IN RED.
SOURCE: AMARAL, 1968, UNNUMBERED

Urban planning under colonial ruling
According to Amaral (1968) Luanda s lethargic planned urban growth resulted from the
fact that the city was a transition commercial port, especially during slave trade. And even
after the formal abolition of the slave trade through o decree by Marqués de Sé& da
Bandeira in 10th of December 1836, clandestine slave trade continued. Furthermore, during
the 1800s, Luanda attracted peoples from the hinterland for the opportunities of labour it

offered. The lucrative nature of these commercial activities, especio”y the slave trade, and
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the temporary nature of merchants’ permanence in the city led to little interest in the formal

development of the city. As a result, according to the same author, unplanned settlements
surrounded the planned city for lack of a planned urban development strategy. Additionally,
these sites, once yords of concentration of slaves, became neighbourhoods of native
population but also of those of meagre incomes independent of one’s race. It is also
recognised the relevance of native informal trade in the economic domain of the city.
Prominent markets such as Quitanda Grande existed in downtown Luanda in 1816 and
were a major player in the retail market. Female traders, locally known as quitandeiras, were
active throughout history (Redinha, 2009). They could either walk around the city or set their
trade in native markets and specialised in their activities ranging from selling agriculture fresh
or processed goods but also meat and especially fish, raw or cooked (Amaral, 1969
Redinhc, 2009). In the 1840s, second to Terreiro Piblico, a wholesale trade colonial

2

structure, quh‘cmo'efras2 were a major force in commercial activities in Luanda by 1840s

(Amaral, 1968).

The urban planning paradigm employed for the development of cities in the former
Portuguese colonies is based on the Garden City model, adapted to fit the colonizing

strategies of the Portuguese Estado Novo political-administrative regime. (Marat-Mendes &

Sampayo, 2015; Fernandes, 2021; Maia, 2019: Souza Labo, 1995)30. The garden city

¥ Traditional Angolan street vendors of African descent mostly considered informal traders.

¥ The Garden City model was developed by the English Urbanist Ebenezer Howard, presented in his
book The Garden cities of to-morrow, in response of the results of the overwhelming rural-urban
migration (Jacobs, 1992; Montgomery, 2013; Bobone Fernandes, 2021). This influx f the population
into a city that was not prepared for it resulted degraded living conditions in the cities. Howard
proposes a balance between the city and nature in his approach acknowledging the dependence of
cities to the countryside and therefore proposed a model of city making that promoted nature and
urban living spatial coexistence. The Garden City model was introduced to Portuguese urban
planning by foreign architect Etienne De Groer during Portugal ‘s Estado Novo regime. Etienne de
Groer is a Polish-Russian architect, and urban planner that lectured at the Paris Institute of
Urbanism (Institut d’urbanisme de I’Université de Paris) (Bobone Fernandes, 2021; Marat-Mendes C
Sampaio, 2015). Luanda’s Master Plan was the first De Groer’s plan commissioned to him by
Portuguese authorities. De Groer also collaborated on the elaboration of Rio de Janeiro’s Master
Plan in Brazil (Ibid). For the elaboration of Luanda’s Master Plan, De Groer collaborates with David
Moreira da Silva, a Portuguese architect trained in Paris where he familiarised with the Garden City
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urban model was therefore brought to the African reality in Portuguese speaking cities with
the intention to densify sparse human settlements and elevate them to city categories.
Additionally, these plans intended to guarantee an orderly urban growth, a balanced
symbiosis between infrastructure and nature and lastly to provide agreeable built
environment with views, sights and landscapes that resembled home to people of European
descent. These plans also brought a clear social and physical segregation because housing

neighbourhoods for the native population were planned and pushed to the peripheries (Real,

20171 Milheiro, 2012)31.

However, in the colonial African context, this model failed in Gchieving its goo|5. As
argued by Milheiro (2010) and Maia (2019), industrial development remained a future
aspiration, with no immediate need for a green agriculture belt, as cities were predominantly
rural and inhabited by both native and foreign population farmers (Real, 201 1; Maia, 2019).
The density of colonial African cities was incomparable to their European and North
American counterparts, and the construction of suburbs only began after independence in
the late 1990s and early 2000s. This was motivated by the desire for safer havens for the
privileged, in response to the degradation of the old city centre due to a lack of maintenance
investments and overpopulated  structures struggling to accommodate the increasing

population density (Frias and Rodrigues, 2018).

Luanda s urban growth was marked by spontaneous growth from Portuguese settling in
the 1500s until 1940s (Real, 2011). The challenges to deal with musseques clusters, traffic

congestion and the lack of a vision for the development of Luanda, were pre-conditions and

model. His expertise is acknowledged, and Moreira is by the Portuguese government to work of
various urban plans in Portugal, Brazil and Angola as is the case with the Luanda Master Plan of 1941-
3 (Bobone Fernandes, 2021; Marat-Mendes C Sampaio, 2015).

3 The first example to be implemented in Angola was in Nova Lisboa, today 's Huambo city in
1912. This model persisted until 1960s and marked the urban development strategy
implemented by colonial technical offices for urban development (Gabinete de Urbanizacao
colonial) between 1944 and 1956.
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incentives for the Portuguese administration to invest in a Master Plan for the city (Amaral,

1968132, After four centuries of sporadic urban expansion, the formal urban planning
development path in Luanda commenced in the early 1940s under colonial rule. The first
Master plan (1941-3) was coordinated by Etienne De Groer in collaboration with Architect
David Moreira da Silva (Bobone Fernades, 2021; Marat-Mendes and Sampayo, 2016).
Yet, it was not approved nor implemented. The implementation of the plan happened
sparsely as is in the case of Maianga, an informal settlement of the time, in which interventions

drew from options the plan proposed (Maia, 2019; Marat-Mendes and Sampayo, 2016).

Other plans followed in the years 1957, 1962, 1971, 1973 (Real, 201 1; Maia, 2019)33.

One of Luanda’s cityscape's main characteristics, from the early beginnings of its
formation and like many other African counterparts (Myers, 201 1; Immerwahr, 2007), is the
duality of its “formal and informal” urban settlements (Fig 63 and Fig 64). It is worth noting
that illegal housing building prior independence, was not performed by people of African
descent alone but, also by the recently arrived working class immigrants from Portugal (Real,
2011). In 1971 authorised residential areas in Luanda comprised 13 000 homes whereas
illegal housing built by recently arrived immigrants from Portugal amounted to 45 000 homes
in the same city; Shanty areas built by African immigrants from the country’s inlands occupied
1 000 hectares while fisherman population were about 3000 people (bid). In 1971

approximately 50% of Luanda’s populations lived in shanty towns (Real, 2011).

The unplanned sites became a problem of relevance and an Administrative Commission

of Indigenous Neighbourhoods34 was created in 1948 with a fund to cater for the actions

32 Amaral (1968) states that the first plan was commissioned in 1940 and Marat-Mendes (2015)
indicates the date of conclusion of such plan to 1942.

3t is worthwhile mentioning that Luanda was the only Portuguese colonial city to benefit from a
master plan coordinated by a foreign architect and this is a testimony of the importance Portuguese
authorities dedicated to this city

3 |n Portuguese Comissao Administrativa dos Bairros Indigenas
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involved in the betterment of the living conditions of families living in musseques; however,
the financial means available were deemed unreasonable to solve the problem. By As the
city grew these sites and its peoples were pushed further away from the centre (Fig 65}
although some residual sites remained and persist until today (Fig 66). After four centuries of

sporadic urban expansion,

In 1940, areas such as Ingombotas and Maculusso, which are now districts, were
musseques located less than a kilometer away from downtown Luanda. This marked a
significant departure from the stagnation that had persisted until the end of the Second
World War. Between 1940 and 1960, Luanda's population quadrupled from 61028 to
224,540 inhabitants. Among the factors driving internal migration, some authors (Fitza and
Milheiro, 2016; Marat-Mendes and de Sampayo, 2016a) attribute this population increase
to the policies of the Portuguese Estado Novo regime, which cimed to increase the ‘white”

middle-class popu|o’rion in the overseas provinces as a response fo demands for

independence from the native population.
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FIG 63: AMARAL (1963) REFERS TO THIS PICTURE AS THE ENCOUNTER OF “THE WHITE CITY” AND MUSSEQUES in Luanda
BETWEEN THE 19605 AND 1970s. THIS IMAGE ASSERTS THE PROGRESSIVE URBANISATION PROCESS OVER LAND PREVIOUSLY
OCCUPIED BY MUSSEQUES.

SOURCE: AMARAL, 1968, p.129
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F1G 64: AN INFORMAL SETTLEMENT ENCROACHED ON PRIME LAND AT THE CENTRE OF DOWNTOWN LUANDA. THIS PHOTO DATES
FROM 2020 AND ELABORATES ON THE PREVIOUS ONE. SOME MUSSEQUES IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA ARE REMINISCENT OF OLD
ONES. THE URBANISATION OF THE CITY FAILED TO TRANSFORM THE CITY ENTIRELY, LEAVING UNPLANNED GAPS IN BETWEEN.
SOURCE: AUTHOR "S INTERPRETATION AFTER A PHOTO IN HTTPS: / /IPGUL.NET/INDEX.PHP/ LUANDA/ PERFIL-DE-LUANDA
(ACCESSED 2 MAY 2022)
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Throughout the 1940s and early 1960s, several urban plans were devised by
Etienne De Groer and David Moreira da Silva (1942) (Fig 67), Vasco Vieira da Costa
(1948), and Fernao Simdes de Carvalho (1961-6). These plans shared a consistent rationale
and greatly influenced the typology of public spaces in downtown Luanda, many of which

remain unchanged to this day, as will be discussed later.

They embraced modern urban principles, including the segregation of functions for
living, work, and leisure, the use of horizontal housing blocks, and the allocation of land for
green spaces and roads (Fig 68 and Fig /0). Additionally, they sought to strike a balance

between urban development and the preservation of natural elements (Maia, 2019).

However, while Vieira da Costa's approach was a segregator one, envisioning the
center for Europeans and the satellite cities for native Angolans (Fig 7 1), Simées de Carvalho
advocated for a more inclusive approach. He proposed intervening in unplanned settlements
near the city center, such as the musseque Prenda, aimed at improving living conditions for

the native population while allowing them to remain in those areas.

These plans accommodated the necessity for an inexpensive labor force located on the
outskirts in satellite areas, which were connected to the city center by major avenues. These
satellite areas served as dormitories for the workforce needed in the city centre. Some
musseques evolved into dormitory ‘cities” for the less fortunate who worked or studied in the
centre. This dependency has persisted to this day, with the city centre offering significantly

more job opportunities compared to other areas scattered across the outskirts of Luanda.

New developments such as Talatona and Kilamba have been unable to rival the
attractiveness of the city centre. The centre of Luanda concentrates political-administrative

functions, commercial and service structures, as well as vital infrastructures such as the Port



of Luanda, Luanda's central railway station, and the International Airport. To release the

pressure on the city centre, new infrastructures such as the new international airport, are on

the outskirts of the city35.
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FIG. 65: PLAN OF LUANDA REGION WITH SATELLITE
CITIES BY ARCHITECT ETIENNE DE GROER, 1942.
SOURCE: FoNTE, 2007, p. 181

FIG. 67: LUANDA 'S URBAN PLAN OF 1949/1950.
AUTHOR UNKNOWN.

SOURCE: COURTESY OF PROF. MARIA ALICE CORREIA,
IPGUL 2023
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F1G. 66: A DIAGRAM OF THE IDEAL URBAN EXPANSION
ACCORDING TO EBENEZER HOWARD.
SOURCE: GoITIA, 2014, p. 151
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F1G. 68: A DIAGRAM OF THE GARDEN CITY

MODEL ACCORDING TO EBENEZER HOWARD
SOURCE: GOITIA, 2014, . 150

35 (https: //www.jornaldeangola.ao/ao/noticias/explicador-conheca-o0-novo-aeroporto-

internacional-de-luanda/ ; https://www.istoenoticia.info/novo-aeroporto-internacional-de-
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luanda-so-comeca-a-receber-voos-de-passageiros-no-mes-de-outubro/ ).
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F1G 69: SCHEME FOR SATELLITE TOWN NUMBER 3 BY VASCO
VIEIRA DA COSTA, 1948

SOURCE: PORTO UNIVERSITY REPOSITORY AT
http://repositorio-tematico.up.pt/handle/10405/48347
(ACCESSED: 31 JUNE 2024)

Bay of Luanda

F1G. 70: MAP OF LUANDA OF LATE 1960s. THE PERIMETER STUDIED IS ALREADY ESTABLISHED. IN RED, THE SQUARES
STUDIED IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA.
SOURCE: AMARAL, 1968, NOT NUMBERED
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6.3 URBAN INTERVENTIONS, AND URBAN PLANS DURING
INDEPENDENCE
Urban development efforts in the city were hindered by interruptions following

independence in 19/536. The Luanda Provincial Masterplan (PDGML) was only approved

on March Tst, 2018, despite its execution being completed in 201537,38.

As mentioned before, after the declaration of independence, the country lived a long
period of civil war. During this period, the urban infrastructure of Luanda remained stagnant
during this period. This stagnation included little investment in the alteration of existing parks
in the consolidated urban areas and in the creation of new ones. Nevertheless, there has
been intentions to preserve colonial built heritage prior the already discussed Luanda’s
Metropolitan Master Plan. The establishment of Luanda’s historical Centre (LHC) in 1992
through a joint ministerial decree (Mingas, 2011) cimed mainly at preserving colonial-built
heritage proves those intentions. In the decade of 2000 to 2010, as a central government
initiative, a plan for Luanda's formal Central Business District (LCBD) was approved and is
coincidently incorporated in the previously established LHC. The materialisation of these
intentions is sfill in process, with the construction of the new National Assembly building

inaugurated in 2018 being part of the project.

In 2014 a Master Plan for Luanda was commissioned by the central government to a
conglomerate of national and foreign entities. Urban planning offices included MIC-HUB -
Mobility in Chain a planning transportation firm founded in Milan, Broadway Malyan an

architecture, urbanism and design practice with projects focusing on planning cities

36 The country faced a long civil war that ended in 2002.

37 However, bureaucratic procedures caused significant delays in its approval, subsequently
hindering its adoption by provincial and municipal authorities.

38 The Luanda Provincial Masterplan (PDGML) was only approved on March 1st, 2018, despite its
execution being completed in 2015.



worldwide, Nova University of Lisbon focused on the plans ‘components of environment,
housing, social inclusion and communities” participation. Deloitte, an international auditing
and financial consulting company developed the economic vison of the plan and Aurecon
Angola focused on the infrastructural component of the plan. Urbinvest was the national
company overseeing the work developed by the foreign parties and the bridge between
the technical team and the Angolan Government. Noting that this plan did not the total
geographic territory of Luanda but only what was considered its metropolitan area

comprising of six municipalities at the time over a territory of 5300 square kilometers

(PDGML report, 2017).

An important component of the plan was its transit-oriented strategy which in the lenses
of MIC-Hub could improve connectivity between densely populated areas of the city that
are poorly connected. However, although the plan talks about strategies to decentralise
services and employment hubs, the graphic representation of the final proposal show that
the city centre remains the main services, institutional and employment hub adding to its
tourism attraction potential that, in terms of mobility is still problematic until public
transportation options can support the pendular daily dynamics between the city centre and
the main residential hubs of which Kilamba. sitting at 30 kilometres away from city centre is
the largest in populational density. Kilamba, also called Kilamba Centrality, located southwest
from city centre is the densest urbanisation in the country projected and built under PNUH

objectives. The first phase estimates an occupation of 120 Q00 residents over an area of
880 hectares housed in 20 002 residential units mainly apartments®? (Maussion, 2023: Cain,

2020},

¥ Also based in documents consulted at the Ministry of Public Works Urban Planning and Housing

222



223

FIG 71: SUPERIMPOSITION OF THE ROAD NETWORK FIG 72: HOUSING PROJECTS UNDER PNUH

PROPOSED AND RESIDENTIAL AREAS DENSITY IN THE PDGML SOURCE: PDGML REPORT OF 2015 - URBAN PLANNING
SOURCE:  https: //www.mic-hub.com/project/plano- VISION IN ANGOLA S DIARIO DA REPUBLICA Ne 133, 1sT
director-geral-metropolitano-de-luanda/ ACCESSED: SERIE, DATED OCTOBER 11™, p. 7926

10 FEBRUARY 2025

On the other hand, while the projected public transportation networks do not materialise,
popular transportation modes of transportation cover the gap. Hélder José (2020) the
director of IPGUL at the time of the elaboration of PDGML, produced reflections about the
capacity of communities in Africa to adapt and auto-produce solutions to cater for their
needs such as the loca-foca in Guiné Bissau, Tro-fro in Ghana, Chapas or love in

Mozambique and Danfos in Nigeria, for example40. Popular transport in Luanda is commonly
known as Kandongueiros41, from the native mother tongue Kimbundu Kandonga', which

means an illicit or unrecognised commercial activity. The name originated from the fact that
these cars were not recognised by government as a regulated taxable service (José, 2020).
This reality is changing. In 2020, the statistics of the study developed by Helder José in

conjunction with Kandongueiros Association show that out of the 60 000 minivans operating
in Luanda, 8 000 were registered and from a total of 180 000 people employed, 24 000

were formally employed with contracts taxable salaries (Ibid). The maps below indicate that

routes in use dialogue with the network proposed on the PDGML providing a viable

40 Referring to another relevant study about Kandongueiros in Luanda on Castro, Reschilian and
Zanetti’s article (Castro, Reschilian C Zanetti, 2018) (Castro, Reschilian C Zanetti, 2018)(Castro
et al., 2018


https://www.mic-hub.com/project/plano-director-geral-metropolitano-de-luanda/
https://www.mic-hub.com/project/plano-director-geral-metropolitano-de-luanda/
https://www.mic-hub.com/project/plano-director-geral-metropolitano-de-luanda/

4 Also written Candongueiros
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alternative despite the lack of comfort and compactness that bigger public transport

commuting options offer with less impact to traffic congestion.

FIG 73: ILLUSTRATION OF THE DECENTRALISATION STRATEGY FIG 74: AREAS WITH HIGHER INTENSITY OF JOB OFFERING,

SOURCE: PDGML REPORT OF 2015 - URBAN PLANNING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES AND TRAFFIC (HOT AREAS) IN YELLOW.

VISION IN ANGOLA "s DIARIO DA REPUBLICA N° 133, 15T SOURCE: https: //www.mic-hub.com/project/plano-

SERIE, DATED OCTOBER 11™, PP. 8234-8235 director-geral-metropolitano-de-luanda/ ACCESSED: 10
FEBRUARY 2025.
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FIG 75: THE PROPOSED METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION FIG 76: NETWORK USED BY KANDONGUEIROS

NETWORK SOURCE:

SOURCE: PDGML REPORT OF 2015, TRANSPORTATION https: //www.linkedin.com/posts/h%C3%A9lder-
VISION IN ANGOLA s DIARIO DA REPUBLICAN® 133, 15T jos%C3%A9-5a8a52120_mapeamento-da-rede-
SERIE DATED OCTOBER 117, p. 8303 informal-de-mobilidade-activity-

7188840778981359616-
(4Uf9?utm_source=shareCutm_medium=member
desktop (ACCESSED: 20 DECEMBER 2023)

The objective of the 2015 Luanda’s Metropolitan Master Plan was to transform Luanda
infto a compact, multifunctional, metropolitan, and inclusive city. Part of the masterplan’s
strategy proposed citizen participation in the transformation of the city, with significant
emphasis on slum upgrading with and without forced removals, depending on the nature of
the occupation such as density and site locations that can pose as a risk for the inhabitant

communities. This Master plan encapsulates strategies of expansion for the city from previous
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/h%C3%A9lder-jos%C3%A9-5a8a52120_mapeamento-da-rede-informal-de-mobilidade-activity-7188840778981359616-%20(4Uf9?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop

Master Plans and creates a vision for Luanda integrating economic and social prosperity
and the reduction of unplanned neighbourhoods were nearly 70% of Luanda’s population
live PDGML report, 2015). This plan also included programs for the development of public
spaces, reviving and upgroding existing pub|ic spaces while creating new ones, especio“y in

Luanda s city centre (lbid).
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FIG 77: ILLUSTRATION OF MUSSEQUES IN LUANDA TYPIFIED ACCORDING TO THE ROAD NETWORK MORPHOLOGY AND
POPULATION DENSITY.

SOURCE: PDGML REPORT OF 2015, IN ANGOLA “s DIARIO DA REPUBLICA N° 133, 15T SERIE, DATED OCTOBER 11™, p.
7738

Government visions of Luanda’s future was ambitious. Teams committed to deliver

solutions for socic , economic, environmental and governance cho“enges and to establish a

reference in land planning and urbanism in Africa4?. Little has happened to materialise the

4 “Following consultation, The Plan will be used to create policies for governing land-use allocations
and planning controls across the city’s municipalities over the next 20 years. The result is a plan that
offers a new model for urban growth in Africa and elsewhere. It provides a fully integrated and costed
framework, which complements or replaces prior legislation, policies, and programmes to guide
government spending. It also responds to economic challenges that emerged during the project by
providing a focused road map for phased prioritised implementation. The strategy allows the city to
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visons the plan promised. Looking at planned the city centre neighbourhoods today, from an
urban design perspective, it is possible to understand that the current layout of green spaces,
squares, and piazzas, many of them surrounded by motorised streets and roads is derived
from colonial administration times and have been unaltered. Such designs, reminiscent of the
gorden city models modernist urban planning ideals discussed before are not we|coming to
children and family outings in general. Notwithstanding the existing POSs morphological
characteristics, it is worth noting the diversity of uses of the built fabric in the vicinities of such
spaces as a positive feature. These uses include residential, commercial, offices and sociall
amenities such as schools, churches, and museums, as micro-centralities, providing a similar
rational of the 15-minute city model (Gehl & Svarre, 2016; Florindo et al., 2017) which, in
the case of Luanda, many times fail to translate these areas into inclusive vibrant public
spaces. While users of lower-income backgrounds elect seating and enjoying the outdoors,
users with more economic means primarily visit the spaces with coffee shops, restaurants or

during outdoor events such as music festivals or pop-up markets.

6.4 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

luanda s downtown remains the epicentre of administrative and commercial life within
the city’s urban context. Despi’re efforts to relocate some administrative, commercial, and
mainly residential functions to other sites, such as Talatona, traffic congestion to and out of
downtown Luanda signals the relevance the area still represents to the city. The land price,

as seen during colonial administration remains the highest of the city, as it is the area best

embrace the natural context of its verdant river basins and sandy coastal beaches as major assets
integral to its revitalised green network”.

(https: //www.broadwaymalyan.com/cms/documents/Masterplanning.pdf ). In 2016, the Broadway
Malyan component of PDGML won the British Expertise International award in the Outstanding
International Masterplanning Project category. Meanwhile, back home, the management of plan is
still an unsettled decision. Since the plan’s approval its management responsibilities the plan has
gone from IPGUL to GPL over to the Ministry of Public Works Housing and Urban Planning without
much visible actions on the ground.
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covered with water, electricity, sewage, and residential density. However, the street
livelihood of the old streets of downtown Luanda remains polarised with sites of the haves
and the have-nots set apart. The challenge of Public Open Space social inclusion is worth

investigating.

LUANDA s CBD 17TH LUANDA s CBD 18TH

LuanpA s CBD 1926

Mo

N4
LuanDA 2023
ROAD NETWORK AND CITY EXPANSION

LuanDA s CBD 2023
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FIG. 78: MAP INTERPRETATIONS OF
LUANDA'S CBD  CHRONOLOGICAL
GROWTH FROM THE 17TH CENTURY
UNTIL 2023 BASED ON MARTINS ET AL,

2010, AMARAL 1968, AND GOOGLE
LuaNDA"s CBD 2023 IN RELATION TO EARTH MAPS OF 2023.

THE CITY 'S ACTUAL GROWTH LIMITS Source: Author

&

As seen above, the Bay of luanda has received dedicated attention since colonial
administration times, shaping the city progressively to the image achieved today. The Bay of
Luanda, redeveloped after independence, previously a beach front, @ port and a promenade
during colonial times, is the largest and most representative public space of the city, it is the
city “s main postcard image. Although poorly integrated with the city ‘s interior, the new
intervention capitalises on the fact that allows for sports playing, sightseeing, restauration,
open venues for music, flea markets, pub|ic celebrations, and pub|ic manifestations. With the
last upgrade intervention dating from 2015 {lopes, 2016), the Bay which was initially
managed by a private body and perceived as a semi-public space, is now in the hands of
Luanda’s provincio| government showing signs of poor maintenance in its greeneries and
cleanness. Its design and timing of construction were inspired by the end of the civil war and
the country s economic boom due to revenues from oil exports and of world-city aspirations
of cities of the global south (Hoyle, 2000; Croese, 2018; 2021 Watson, 2009). Despite
catering for high income clientele in the services offered and its initial patrolling, the area is

today a welcoming inclusive POS.
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FiG 79: CoVER PAGES OF THE PDGML - LUANDA *S METROPOLITAN MASTERPLAN (PLANO DIRECTOR GERAL
METROPOLITANO DE LUANDA), 2015.
SOURCE: MOREIRA, 2018, P. 23
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CHAPTER VII

Case Study Application

7. INTRODUCTION
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FIG 80: ATHOR S DIAGRAM SUMMARY OF SITE WORK AND SITE ANALYSIS WITH DETAILS OF THE SITE WORK
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SYNTAX TO THE RESEARCH

Space Syntax and Public Open Space Revitalization

ng and

and



silioglu and C

ics.

The man-

" (Hillier

The

; 2007; Al_Sayed et

al, 2014

space a

20111,

282



“Syntactic
analysis is based on rigorous mathematical descriptions using a set of algorithms
developed within the graph theory. The axial graph of an axial map is a graph in which
the vertices or nodes correspond to the axial lines, and two vertices are adjacent if and
only if the corresponding axial lines intersect. The axial graph contains information
about the connections of each axial line with all the others that constitute the system
and allows analysing the relative position of each line concerning all the other lines

Heitor . p.

Axial Analysis

tion

283



(Hillier et al., 1993)

ing point

- and

Heitor

streets,

284



The Space Syntax Methodology applied to Luanda

Choice—Betweenness Centrality

(Pont et al, 2021)
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F1G 81: CHOICE ANALYSIS IN LUANDA CBD AxIAL mAP 2008, DEPTHMAPX 0.8.0
Source: Author
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F1G 82: INTEGRATION DISTRIBUTION IN LUANDA CBD AxiAL MAP 2008, DEPTHMAPX 0.8.0
SOURCE: AUTHOR

SIMULATION —Proposing an alteration on the network with a physical
obstruction.
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Fig. 83: Integration analysis on the altered road network Axial map 2008. DepthmapX 0.8.0
Source: Author

Fig 84: An Integration analysis on the
altered road network of Luanda s Axial map
2008 DepthmapX 0.8.0.

Source: Author

Fig 85: Integration analysis on the original
road network of Luanda’s axial map 2008,
DepthmapX 0.8.0

Source: Author



Identification and selection of POSs for the field study and field work in
downtown Luanda

in order

s were

Each one

290



291

2

I

A
Uy

- Wi

FiG 86: THE MAP OF THE SELECTED POSS STUDIED IN LUANDA *S DOWNTOWN.
SOURCE: AUTHOR "S INTERPRETATION AFTER 2023 GOOGLE EARTH " MAP OF LUANDA.
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F1G 87: INTEGRATION ANALYSIS ON THE UNALTERED ROAD NETWORK AXIAL MAP 2008 DEPTHMAPX 0.8.0.
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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F1G 88: SUPER IMPOSITION OF INTEGRATION ANALYSIS ON THE ALTERED ROAD NETWORK AXIAL MAP 2008
DEPTHMAPX 0.8.0 AND THE MAP OF THE SELECTED POSS STUDIED IN LUANDA *S DOWNTOWN SHOWING THE HOT
LOCATIONS IN TERMS OF THE SYNTAX ANALYSIS.

SOURCE: AUTHOR

The value of space syntax in urban interventions - Summary
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7.2 STUDYING PUBLIC OPEN SPACES IN LUANDA S DOWNTOWN.
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7.2.1 Quantitative data

(Maggino, 2015

but d
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questions /

758

answered

online &

in person : :
questionnaires

questionnaire

OBJECTIVES

As mentioned before, the enquiry aimed to “listen” to the users of POSs in downtown Luanda. The objective
was to establish attraction and deterrent factors to using parks and other waterfront walkways, streets and
other open spaces available downtown. Additionally, it was vital to know, from a social inclusion perspec-
tive, the spectrum of users these spaces attract from socio-economic groups, gender, age and physical
disabilities, for example. The materialisation of this task required institutional approvals; the support of LURA
was vital in this regard. The students and architects involved in helping the researcher carried the letter of
consent from IPGUL and Rangel District Administration. Law enforcement officials sometimes requested
this letter, and the team also presented the letter to participants during the survey on-site.

This section presents a synthesis of the results. The complete graphics from the answers obtained is in Annex

1 of Chapter 7.
METHODOLOGY

Two methods were used to obtain answers: online and on-site requests. The survey was available online and
posted on social media platforms, namely WhatsApp groups, Facebook, and Instagram. The survey link was
also sent privately to more conservative users to gain reach. On-site, the university students recruited helped
collect user answers in person. Different locations allowed reaching users of different social strata.

(1) DEMOGRAPHY

I 347 %
59,6 % age 26-35 ) 4,1% age 36-45
40,3 % = 1,8% age>55
‘ 3,4% age 14-18

Most users interviewed were between the ages of 19 and 25, which aligns with the statistical average of Lu-
anda’s population, which is primarily young. Regarding occupation, 39.6% of users were students, and 30.3%
of users worked for public and private companies.

Another factor that influenced these statistics revealed during conversations with users on site is that stu-
dents are the younger demographic and were more available to answer the questionnaire.
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(2) MOST USED SPACES

Luanda Bay is downtown Luanda’s most frequently visited space. The main attractive characteristics of this

space are the wide walkways containing urban furniture, leisure spaces, children’s playgrounds and spaces
for physical activities.

2
) DO A;‘INEHTE

(3) QUALITY OF THE SPACE

The most positive quality highlighted in public open spaces was the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors
(57.1%), good opportunities for jogging (31.5%), and enjoy the views (32.1%) and to sit outside (31%). Addi-
tionally, meeting friends and entertaining opportunities represented 31.6% and 21%, respectively.

Users showed distress by waste (72.7%) and perceptions of unsafety (49.9%), which are the critical deterrent
factors to the use of the spaces.



(4) ACCESSIBILITY

This theme focuses on the physical perspective of how users travel to and from public spaces. Most users live
far from the city centre (44.7%), and many use popular modes of transportation, the minivans called
kandongueiros or kumbis (52.4%), to reach the spaces. Most users intentionally use their homes to visit
spaces (69%), followed by users that use spaces to pause and rest before or after their daily working journeys.
These numbers prove the appealing nature of public open spaces within the city context, regardless of the
distance users need to travel to access them.

Although most users use Kumbis/Kandongueiros, a popular
collective, mode of transportation, users living, working and
studying in the vicinities state that these spaces are easily

| | | o [ 7 accessed on foot.
© () ® 9
[9)

(5) ACTIVITIES

A percentage of 77% of users stated that POSs in downtown Luanda provide entertainment opportunities.
The activities that were found most attractive were physical exercises (81%), parks for children (65,2%), and
the remainder related to music and dance.

In terms of commercial activities, the most predominant one revealed by users is informal trade fostered by
the fact that the social strata most present in those spaces and that traders practice the most reachable price
range and variety of goods (including foods, clothes, electronics accessories, to mention a few), compared to
formal shops, cafés, and restaurants.

S0 VY

Most users (96.3%) think that spaces can be improved, especially in terms of perceptions of safety and
cleanliness, as before; 89.8% of users claim they can contribute to improving spaces, pointing out that
resident associations are the best platform to participate and voice their opinions. On the other hand, the
institutional body identified by users on the improvement of spaces is the Luanda Provincial Government.

Is there proximity between local administration entities such
at neighbourhood or district levels and the population to
collaborate in the improvement of public spaces in Luanda?

75
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7.2.2 Qualitative Data
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7.2.2.1 Largo Irene Cohen also known as Largo do Carmo.

o 1 m
------ Route between Largo Atlético and Largo do Carmo : 1 @
-16 minutes, normal walk
10 minutes, brisk walk
-7 minutes, run

F1G 89: LOCATION MAP OF THE ROUTE TRAVELLED BETWEEN LARGO DO CARMO AND LARGO DO ATLETICO.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

This park

case of Largo
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Homem.

FiG 90: Do CARMO "S SQUARE ON A WEEKDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 2023.

SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022

tins et al,
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Ibid).

the

F1G 91: DIAGRAMS ILLUSTRATING THE MORPHOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION OF LARGO DO CARMO FROM 1923 T0 2023
SOURCE: AUTHOR

ons of
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FIG 92: AERIAL VIEW PHOTO OF DO FIG 93: AERIAL VIEW SKETCH - DO

CARMO S SQUARE. CARMO 'S SQUARE.
SOURCE: GOOGLE EARTH ACCESSED SOURCE: AUTHOR
IN 2022

FIG 94: MAPPING OF PEDESTRIANS
ACTIVITY (STATIC AND MOVING) - DO

CARMO "S SQUARE.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

-by. Users
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FiG 95: Do CARMO *S SQUARE ON A WEEKDAY EVENING.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, MAY 2023.

7.2.2.2 Largo do Atlético
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Legend !
------ Route between Largo Atlético and Largo do Baleizio:

-5 minutes, normal walk

F1G 96: LOCATION MAP OF THE ROUTE TRAVELLED FROM LARGO DO ATLETICO TO LARGO DO BALEIZAO
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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Historically, this area was dedicated to commercial trade of the African population and was

called Quitanda Grande (Quitanda means market in the native mother tongue Kimbundu

ere is a

radually

43

F1G 97: LATERAL ACCESSES OF THE LARGO DO ATLETICO.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, MAY 2023

4 However, some native names persisted such as Ingombota, Kinaxixi persisted formaly and
others such as Mutamba informally as a registry of the memories of the old city and old local
practices.
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ca

1996

The park is mainly surrounded by residential and office buildings of modern architectural
style. However, less than five minutes away is the Anthropology Museum, a typical residential
sample of the 18" century, owned by a rich trader converted into a museum at the end of

the 20t century after some restoration and amplification interventions (Martins et al., 2010).
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1926 1973

F1G 98: DIAGRAMS ILLUSTRATING THE MORPHOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION OF LARGO DO ATLETICO FROM 1923 T0 1973
SOURCE: AUTHOR

“ https://www.jornaldeangola.ao/ao/noticias/detalhes.php?id=438916
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F1G 99: LARGO DO ATLETICO ON A WEEKDAY DURING LUNCHTIME.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, JANUARY 2023
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F1G 100: AERIAL VIEW IN 2023.
SOURCE: EXTRACTED FROM GOOGLE
EARTH IN 2022

use.

the gates| 1PM

F1G 101: AERIAL VIEW SKETCH OF
THE PARK IN 2023.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

intend

F1G 102: MAPPING OF PEDESTRIAN
ACTIVITY (STATIC AND MOVING).
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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F1G 103: LARGO DO ATLETICO ON A WEEKDAY EVENING.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, JANUARY 2023

7.2.2.3 Largo do Baleizao

A —
ﬁ[ﬂ{ﬁyf T

Legend
------ Route between Largo do Baleizio and Baia: A L e @
+1 minute, normal walk

F1G 104: MAP ILLUSTRATING THE ROUTE TRAVELLED FROM LARGO DO BALEIZAO TO LUANDA BAY PROMENADE.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

road.
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F1G 105: A VIEW OF LARGO DO BALEIZAO LOOKING DOWN FROM FORTALEZA DE S. MIGUEL AROUND 19605
SOURCE: https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=luanda%z20-

%20imagens%20dos%20velhos%20tempos (ACCESSED: 8 AuGusT 2023)

Fort Sao Miguel construction elapsed between the 16" and 18" centuries. It was the
first fortification built in Luanda under the command of Paulo Dias de Novais in the 16t
century, serving as the first inhabited construction of Portuguese settlers when they first set
foot in Luanda s territory in 1575 (Martins et al., 2010). The fort served primarily and initially
defensive purposes and later, between 1876 and 1938 as an exiles deposit. Today the

construction houses the Museum of the Military (lbid).
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F1G 106: DIAGRAMS ILLUSTRATING THE MORPHOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION OF LARGO DO BALEIZAO FROM 1923 TO 1966
SOURCE: AUTHOR

name. In a map of Luanda dating from

enrique (Fig 104).

nour of
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F1G 107: LARGO DO BALEIZAO ON A SATURDAY EVENING.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, MAY 2023

@]
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bay.

FIG 108: AERIAL VIEW OF THE PARK
SOURCE: EXTRACTED FROM GOOGLE
earth in 2022

FIG 109: AERIAL VIEW SKETCH
SOURCE: AUTHOR

FI1G 110: MAPPING OF PEDESTRIAN
ACTIVITY (STATIC AND MOVING).
SOURCE: AUTHOR



by and

SOURCE: AUTHOR, JANUARY 2023

7.2.2.4 Bay of Luanda
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FI1G 112: A COLLAGE OF IMAGES AND MAPS OF LUANDA, ILLUSTRATING THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE BAY FROM COLONIAL
ADMINISTRATION YEARS TO CONTEMPORANEITY
SOURCE: PHOTOS OF THE BAY IN THE 19705 - GARCIA, 2016, P.51; 2023 - AUTHOR *S PHOTO, JANUARY 2023
THE MAPS ARE AUTHORS’ INTERPRETATIONS BASED ON PRIMARY SOURCES AND GOOGLE EARTH IMAGES.
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F1G 113: LOCATION MAP OF THE ROUTE TRAVELLED FROM BALEIZAO THROUGH THE BAY TO LARGO DO AMBIENTE.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

cial and

and
defin (Santos, 1970)
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FIG 114: A NATIVE MARKET WHERE THE BAY OF LUANDA IS TODAY IN 1910.
SOURCE:  HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SEARCH/TOP?Q=LUANDA%20-%20IMAGENS%20D05%20VELHOS%20TEMPOS
(ACCESSED: 1 JANUARY 2023)

@ “ﬂﬂl ﬁ L ~
Qr\whl\ . ‘ ‘.\"/
FIG 115: THE BAY IN1926

SOURCE: AUTHOR "S INTERPRETATION FROM LUANDA “S 1926 maP

% TR

SOURCE: AUTHOR "S INTERPRETATION FROM LUANDA S 2023 GOOGLE MAP

FIG 116: THE BAY IN2023

Along the Bay it is possible to find examples of Military, Religious and residential

architecture of the 17t and 18" centuries. There are also scmp|es of modern architecture,


https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=luanda%20-%20imagens%20dos%20velhos%20tempos

Estado Novo, contemporary and international architectural styles. ns of most

128)

facilities.

116} Miguel (1670 - 1768), Religious
architecture Nazareth Catholic Church (1664), built during slave trade with baroque
influences Sobrado do Baleizao (17" century), eclectic baroque (1767) and neoclassical
references after refurbishments (1959) in the Alfandega Building, of neoclassical architectural
references of Estado Novo the is the Port of Luanda headquarters (1923 - 1945) and the

emblematic National Bank headquarters (1956). Modern architecture specimens

U New buildings of international and

contemporary architectural styles such as the new Sonangol headquarters (2008), Kianda
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Towers (2018) and Kilamba Towers (2016) contrasting geometries to the existing built

confext.

FIG 117: THE SILHOUETTE OF THE STREET VIEW ACROSS THE BAY OF LUANDA. A FACADE MADE OF BUILT SPECIMENS OF
DIFFERENT POLITICAL ADMINISTRATIVE TIMES AND OF DIFFERENT URBAN AND ARCHITECTURAL MAINSTREAM PARADIGMS.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, JANUARY 2023

F1G 118: CHILDREN OF A COLLEGE LOCATED ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE CITY ON A SITE VISIT IN THE BAY OF LUANDA
(COLEGIO TURMA DA BIBI SITS IN BENFICA, WHICH 1S APPROXIMATELY 20 KM AWAY FROM LUANDA “S CITY CENTRE).
SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022
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FIG 119: AERIAL VIEW OF THE BAY OF LUANDA FIG. 120: SKETCH OF THE AERIAL VIEW OF THE BAY
SOURCE: GOOGLE EARTH 2023 SOURCE: AUTHOR'S INTERPRETATION FROM THE
GOOGLE EARTH MAP IN 2023

FIG 121: MAPPING OF PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT.
STATIC AND MOVING ALONG THE BAY.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

-public
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FIG 122: THE OPENNESS OF THE BAY ALLOWS FOR A VARIETY OF USES. IN THE PHOTO AN OPEN-AIR EXERCISE CLASS AT DOWN
ON A FRIDAY AFTERNOON AFTER WORKING HOURS.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, MAY 2023

Pros and Cons

Furthermore, palm
trees do not provide the expected shadows for sunlight protection. Restaurants are
concentrated in the area across Largo do Baleizao. Around this area there is a large private

parking facility as well. Even though there is urban furniture available, most visitors stay here



either to play sports or to enjoy @ meal in the coffee shops and restaurants available. The

clientele is middle- and upper-class residents. It was also interesting to see the area that was
projected to become an open-air shopping mall. Most shops have closed, and structures
show signs of decay. The open-air mall ot the Bay has now strong competition, the newly
built Shopping Fortaleza, across the road showing stronger fraction in the services and
shopping experience provided. Fortaleza opened to public on November 26 2020
according to the mall“s official website® and have restaurants, clothing, furniture, jewellery,
home appliances shops, supermarkets, pharmacies, and recently added three movie theatres
making it challenging to reactivate shops at the Bay. The author was able to talk to some of
the people working in the project, architects, engineers and managers who explained that
the construction of the mall was motivated by the absence of malls in the city centre. The
existing option could not compare with the experiences provided in Belas Shopping the first
mall in Luanda with movie theatres or Xyami shopping in Nova Vida, both far from the city
centre. Additionally, the mall provided about 500 employment opportunities at a time when
many families and youth lost their jobs due to the imposed restrictions especially to

commercial p|c:1ﬁorms and offices during the covid pondemic.

4 https:/ /shoppingfortaleza.co.ao/sobre/
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7.2.2.5 Largo do Ambiente

o 1 x0m
------ Route between Largo do Ambiente and Baia: @
=3 minute, normal walk

F1G 123: LOCATION MAP OF THE ROUTE TRAVELLED FROM THE BAY TO LARGO DO AMBIENTE.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

46
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FiG 124: A VIEwW OF LARGO DO AMBIENTE FROM THE CHURCH S SIDE WALT LOOKING UP TO Miramar neighbourhood.
Source: Author, December 2022

to date. A construction that precedes the park is Nossa Senhora da Nazaré catholic church
and is the first building in Luanda declared a historical monument in 1922 (Martins et al,
2010). Built in 1664 under the command of Governor André Vidal de Negreiros (1661-
1666), the church faces the Bay. At the time of construction boats would park in front of it
and the church was a welcoming landmark. Its architectural style is austere and geometrical
resembling the Portuguese architecture of the 17t century. Banks, offices some residential
buildings surround the park, which is totally by road infrastructure, similarly to all previous

parks.
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1926 1964 1966

F1G 125: DIAGRAMS ILLUSTRATING THE MORPHOLOGICAL TRANSFORMATION OF LARGO DO AMBIENTE FROM 1926 TO 1966.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

cared for

ots
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FIG 126: AERIAL VIEW OF THE SQUARE. FIG 127 AERIAL VIEW SKETCH F1G 128: MAPPING PEDESTRIAN
SOURCE: GOOGLE EARTH ACCESSED SOURCE: AUTHOR'S INTERPRETATION ACTIVITY (STATIC AND MOVING).

in2023 AFTER GOOGLE EARTH 'S MAP SOURCE: AUTHOR

e road
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7.3 FINDINGS
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F1G 129: MAPPING OF USES IN THE PERIMETER OF STUDY, AROUND THE PARKS STUDIED.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

three
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- Spacesto P

FiG 130: A VIEW OF THE MUSEU DA MOEDA (THE COIN MUSEUM) LOOKING TO THE BAY OF LUANDA, MAY 2023
SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022
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FiG 131: A VIEW OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIERS ~ MONUMENT LOOKING TOWARD THE BAY OF LUANDA, MAY 2023.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, DECEMBER 2022

3% |
2 v

F1G 132: A POSTCARD DATING FROM 1851 OF PEDRO ALEXANDRINO SQUARE, A MONUMENT DEDICATED TO PEDRO
ALEXANDRINO DA CUNHA (1801-1850), WHO SERVED AS A COLONIAL PORTUGUESE CAPTAIN AND ADMINISTRATOR. THIS IS
THE SITE OF TODAY 'S UNKNOWN SOLDIER (MONUMENTO DO SOLDADO DESCONHECIDO). IN FRONT OF IT WAS THE OLD SEA
GATES PIER.
SOURCE: HTTPS: / / WWW.CSARMENTO. UMINHO. PT/SITE/S/POSTAL
ILUSTRADO/ITEM/ 17077 3#2xYWH=563%2C10%2C574%2C465Ccv=1 (ACCESSED: 29 JUNE 2024)
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7.4 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER

5 o

®

2 O @%§ 7
ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%wé%@

0o 1 2
Route between Largo do Carmo and Largo do Ambiente: — @
15 mi normal walk

Largo Atlético and Largo do Carmo:
mal walk

n Largo Atlético and Largo do Baleizao:

F1G 133: ILLUSTRATION OF THE PERIMETER TRAVELLED AND THE DURATION OF THE WALKS.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

47 Looking back at indigenous “public open spaces”, which were “fenced/contained”, It is worth
saying that most spaces lit up at under the night s darkness veil. Looking back at indigenous “public
open spaces”, it is interesting to observe that POS users still elect less exposure while in POSs either
by choosing contained parks or hours of the day with reduced visibility such as nighttime (even with
related perceptions of unsafety).
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F1G 134: SUMMARY OF THE ANALYSIS OF EACH PARK BASED ON THE INDICATORS USED IDENTIFYING COMMONALITIES AND
DIFFERENCES AMONGST THE PARKS STUDIED.
SOURCE: AUTHOR



Lastly, public open space activating strategies tested in western cities such as Leeds 24
Hour City Initiative” and Edinburgh's Hogmanay Festival landed in Luanda and with some
adaptations produced some positive effects. Private companies in Luanda take advantage
of open spaces in the Bay to organise music festivals and smaller initiatives such as Nossa
Ginga transform deserted streets at night into cozy “venues” for open air jazz concerts at
night. The results of the survey conducted indicated that one of users highest triggering
factors to visit POSs at night are entertaining opportunities. This is enough to say that
revitalisation practices of the Global South do have some degree of application in Glokal
South urban context. The challenge remains to extend the positive externclities to the

unprivileged.

(OBSERVATION REMARKS

- A1 the sgaces have INFORMAL TRADE
(some more than others)

“POLICE / SURVEILANCE (NOT on the Largo
do Carmo and Largo Asético]

UTTESING Daceised in trade)
-NONE have pestection against rain

ALK prosinity o nformal TRADE
(pick up / drop off paints)

Ooly the BAIA célers enoush PARKING.
options

-LARIS0 DO CARMO offers the fest FLEXI-
BLESPACES.
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F1G 135: DIAGRAMMATIC REPRESENTATION OF THE PERIMETER WITH EACH PARK’S CHARACTERISTICS.
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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CONCLUSION

THEORETICAL SUMMARY

This thesis examines public open spaces as urban planning elements that can promote
social inclusion and socialization for all socio-economic classes and age groups, particularly
children, the elderly, and women. The research focuses on the morphologic and social value
of these spaces and their strategic design and implementation to promote urban revitalisation
and social inclusivity. The literature review revecls that issues like economic disparities,
community segregation, and access to pub\'\c open spaces in Luanda were familiar cho”enges
in European cities and in cities in the United States. The study also explores cultural
differences in perceptions of public open spaces in different cultural settings, such as Roman

cities generally prioritizing public life and Islamic and Anglo-Saxon cities historically focusing
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on socialization activities behind walls and enclosed courtyards. The study also examines

indigenous Angolan "city-making” examples, highlighting the importance of public life and
cultural values in public open spaces. The results provide guidelines for locating, designing,
and intervening effectively in public open spaces to promote socical inclusivity and improve

their functionality.

t is concluded that Public Open Spaces can be strategically designed and
implemented to effectively catalyse urban revitalisation. This is achieved by providing a
method of intervention in POSs that places the needs and aspirations of users af the centre.
By doing so, POSs can promote social inclusivity in urban environments, ensuring that they

are designed with the community in mind.

This method ensures strategic urban design through the study of the sites and
enquiring users, which ensures the appropriate use of resources from design fo
implementation, ciming fo create spaces that catalyse urban revitalisation and promote social

inclusivity in urban environments,

On a sustainability note, it is crucial to remember that at its core, sustainability appeals
to the rational use of resources and the reduction of nen-renewable rescurces in construction.
This includes due care of the maintenance challenges and defining policies that cater for
effective and continuous maintenance. The long-term sustainability of POSs is dependent on

this centinuous care, making it a key consideration in their design and implementation.

This research highlights the potential of public open spaces (POSs) in cities in the
global south to promote social inclusion and enhance city liveability through revitalisation
using Luanda s downtown as the case study. The study examines four main aspects: existing

spaces morphology, public administrative paradigms, community's capacity to pressure
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power structures, and native users  cultural perspective on liveability. It is concluded that
state-led urban design intentions alone may not resolve the negative impacts of gentrification
in revitalisation processes. However, it provides a significant opportunity for social interaction
and promotes a platform for social inclusivity. Administrative leadership and citizen agency

play a vital role in addressing these issues.

Inadequate maintenance and lack of oversight of public open spaces negatively
impact their liveability (Fig 135) The diagnosis method produces indicators such as
accessibility, cleanliness, and safety that are paramount to users' satisfaction in Luanda. The
method also exposes existing liveability models promoted by civil society minorities, which
can be used to activate spaces and create stages for increased social interaction and
inclusion oppoertunities. The method is speciﬁco“y deve|oped for p|c1nned cities, recognising
its potential to meet the quality POS needs of both planned and unplanned residents while

maintaining city liveability.

SOCIEDADE Semanério Novo Jornal

Falta de manutencdo leva Estado a
descartar urinéis que custaram 7 milhdes
USD

Urin6is montados em 2014 sé funcionaram por 19 meses.
Administragdo Municipal de Luanda da o veredito atestando que,
pelo estado obsoleto dos equipamentos, ja no ha conserto.
Entretanto, garante novas estruturas para Luanda ainda no primeiro
semestre deste ano.

FIG 136: DUE TO LACK OF MAINTENANCE, PUBLIC TOILETS IN WORTH SEVEN MILLION USD OF INVESTMENTS FROM LUANDA S
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT WERE REMOVED FROM THE STREETS OF DOWNTOWN LUANDA IN JANUARY OF 2024. PUBLICATION
IN'A LOCAL NEWSPAPER, NOVO JORNAL, OF JANUARY 20TH, 2024.

SOURCE:

https: //novojornal.co.ao/sociedade/interior/falta-de-manutencao-leva-estado-a-descartar-urinois- que-custaram-7-milhoes-usd-
116564.html (ACCESSED: 12 JULY 2024)
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MAIN FINDINGS

Revisiting af the field work results of the study of the five selected parks, most parks serve
mainly for seating and relaxing, cpart from Do Carmo and Ambiente, which are not
typically used for parties and concerts. Sports and playground facilities are scarce; only
Afletico and the Bay provide such amenities, but with inadequate care. Regarding safety, all
parks are regarded as safe during the day, except for the isolated areas of the bay. None
of the parks offer shelter from rain, and in addition to the flooding that occurs across the city
during the rainy season, and therefore the absence of cover also discourages the usage of
these parks on wet days. Atléfico is the least clean area: nonetheless, it is where users have
lingered the longest. Regarcing Comfort, all studied parks provide adequate facilities for
walking, sitting, and chatting, with well-maintained pathways, benches, and open areas
for social interaction. Atlético provides the least legible environment, likely because of its

enclosure.

From the insights gathered from the theory and the implementation of public open space

inferventions, the following conclusions emerge:

- Urban inferventions are primarily triggered by urban deterioration, safety concerns, and

orofitable real estate prospects.
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Interventions in Curope and the United States, along with the researched examples of
Curitiba, Singapore, anc District Six, are predicated on wrban policy improvements.
Interventions in Luanda emerge as local administrations and community organisations seek to

enhance public spaces.

- Luanda exhibits o limited diversity of public spaces, with most being encircled by roads,

resulting from street reficulation rather than intentional social planning.

- While gentrification poses significant challenges in European and American cities,
Luanda's primary issues cad fo the list inadecuate maintenance and the lack of appeal of

oarks to affluent users.

- Ultmately, cultural heritage and social behaviours are crucial in creating livechle

envircnments in Luanda.

Urban policy improvements and understanding of cultural and socicl practices are essenticl
components of public open space interventions ciming at enhancing urban vitality, as they

are intricately linked to the context political and socio-cultural settings.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

LUANDA

Urban

Intervention Degradation, unsafety, lucrative real estate opportunities

triggers
e R

Conceptual Public policy —* Action Discrecionary Actions

intervention (state/community/private investors (state/community/private investors

models
< S
ﬁversity of Large water bodies incorporation Low variety of POSs \

uses Large green dreas Reduced availabiility of green areas

+ Dedicated children”s equipment Lack os spaces dedicated exclusively to

Types of POS Exclusive pedestrian areas G children —~

oF o
777777777 o
Regional parks
i fieok Urban parks
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F1G 137: SYNTHESIS OF THE RESULTS BASED ON THE LITERATURE REVIEW AND THE FIELD WORK PERFORMED IN

LUANDA.

SOURCE: AUTHOR
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FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

The study of the selected network of spaces in Luanda serves as a basis to map and
highlight existing public spaces (POSs) in the city centre and beyond, promoting pedestrian

movement, the micro economy, and social interactions. Space syntax serves as a strategic
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tool for identifying areas of pedestrian movement and social interaction and allows simulation

exercises fo test the impact of alterations in the road network grid.

This research encompasses urban revitalisation and public open space interventions.
However, the lack of policy amendments to bolster POS interventions in Luanda is a critical
issue that demands immediate attention. The success of interventions in unplanned
neighbourhoods, such as roads, streets, and multi-functional public equipment, in combatting
social isolation and inequality, hinges on the support of such policies. Covered public spaces
like the Mercado da Chapada present significant opportunities for fostering healthy,
educational, economic, and social interactions. Expanding the network of POSs from the
planned city to unplanned neighbourhoods and devising community engagement strategies
are pivotal areas for further exploration. The urgency of policy amendments to support POS
interventions cannot be overstated, as they are crucial for the development and maintenance

of public spaces.

Despite the challenges, the commitment of public administrators is unwavering. State-
led and grassroots initiatives for POS revitalisations, though not yet widespread, are gaining

momentum in the city of Luanda. In an interview with Platinaline.com*® on November 20,

2020, Dr. Maria Anténia Nelumba, the president of the Administrative Commission of the
city of Luanda, underscored the importance of the interventions in Rua Rainha Njinga. She
made it clear that “this initiative is not confined to a specific road or urban district but will
encompass various public spaces across the city, inc\uding roundabouts, gardens, building
facades, markets, piazzas, and other roads. Our aim is to emulate the success of Ingombota's

urban district and infuse more life and economic opportunities into our roads. We are on the

“ PlatinaLine.com is an online Angolan magazine.
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cusp of presenting numerous similar interventions for social and environmental inclusion in the

city" 49

This work envisions a future where policymaking and policy amendments can bolster
POS interventions at national and local levels in Angola. It also envisions an expanded scope
of work for unplanned cities through community engagement strategies and continued
research on providing POS networks in unplanned neighbourhoods. The goal is to ensure
sustainable funding mechanisms for the maintenance and development of these POS

networks, thereby fostering a sense of engagement in the community.

F1G 138: WEEKDAY IN THE BAY OF LUANDA.
SOURCE: AUTHOR, JANUARY 2023

“n Portuguese “Esfe tipo de intervencdo ndc se esgota nesta rua e nem neste distrito, mas serd replicada
nos diferentes espacos publicos da cidade: rotundas, jardins, fachadas de edificios, mercados, pracas, ruas. E
ambicdo de todos sequir o exemplo da Administracdo da Ingombota de frazer mais vida e rendimento as
nossas ruas; em breve, apresentaremos outras obras com este cardcter de inclusdo social e ambiental por
toda a Lluanda.” Dr. Maria Anténia Nelumba https://platinaline.com/rua-rainha-njinga-ganha-novo-
cenario-artistico/ laccessed 12 December 2024).
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Annex 1
The results of the Enquiry Survey.
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ANNEX 2

ARCHIVAL PRIMARY SOURCES - MAPS OF THE STUDIED PUBLIC
OPEN SPACES STUDIED.

These files belong to Luanda "s Municipal City Council (CML) during
colonial administration period and are kept at the Luanda s Planning
and Management Institute (IPGUL) archives.

Drawings concerning Largo do Carmo

FiG 1: SKETCH OF Do CARMO S PARK DATING FROM THE 1940s.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5 - ESTUDOS 1969, FOLDER: ZONA 2 1964, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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FIG 2: DRAWING OF A PROPOSAL FOR DO CARMO *S PARK INTERVENTIONS, DATING FROM THE 1960s.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5A-RR, FOLDER: 5 - URB 1950, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

FIG 3: DRAWINGS FOR A STATUE OF ALEXANDRE HERCULANO, TO BE BUILT IN Do CARMO “S PARK
DATING FROM THE 1964.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: ZONA 5 1964, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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FIG 4: DRAWING OF DO CARMO S PARK, PROPOSING AN INTERVENTION TO INTRODUCE PARKING FACILITIES,
DATING FROM THE 1960.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5A-RR, FOLDER: 5 - URB 1950, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

FIG 5: DRAWING OF AN INTERVENTION NEAR DO CARMO “S PARK, DATING FROM THE 1960.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5B-RR, FOLDER: (NOT NUMBERED BUT WITH THE FOLLOWING DESCRIPTION:
“QUARTEIRAO EM FRENTE A IGREJA DO CARMO”, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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FIG 6: DRAWING OF AN INTERVENTION NEAR DO CARMO “S PARK, DATING FROM THE 1960.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5- ESTUDOS, FOLDER: (NOT NUMBERED BUT WITH THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIPTION:
“Novo EDIFicio bos PAGOS DO CONCELHO, LOCALIZACAO, CONCURSO PARA ELABORACAO DO ANTEPROJECTO™),
CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

Drawings concerning Largo do Atlético

FIG 7: DRAWING OF ATLETICO S PARK, EXTRACTED FROM A
1920 MAP OF LUANDA.

SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILES, CONSULTED IN
Lurge DECEMBER 2022.




F1G 8: DRAWING F ATLETICO S PARk, DATING FROM 1960s.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5 - ESTUDOS 1969, FOLDER: ZONA 2 1973, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

 LANTA ESEN
o e el g SRLUEE =
FI1G 9: AREA MAP INCLUDING A PARTIAL VIEW OF ATLETICO "S PARK AND INCLUDING AN INTERVENTION TO ALTER THE
UNKNOWN SOLDIER MONUMENT PARK. THIS DRAWING DATES FROM 1965.

SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 5B-RR, FOLDER: ZONA 2 1961, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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Drawings concerning Largo do Baleizao

FIG 10: AREA MAP INCLUDING BALEIZAO S PARK. ALTHOUGH THE LEGEND IS ILLEGIBLE, THIS DRAWING DOCUMENTS
AN INTERVENTION THAT HAPPENED BETWEEN THE 19405 AND 19605, BASED ON PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE PARK.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 3 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: 7 - 1962, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

FIG 11: AREA MAP INCLUDING BALEIZAO “S PARK. ALTHOUGH THE LEGEND IS ILLEGIBLE, THIS DRAWING
DOCUMENTS AN INTERVENTION THAT HAPPENED BETWEEN THE 19405 AND 1960s, BASED ON PHOTOGRAPHS
OF THE PARK.

SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5B-RR, FOLDER: ZONA 2 1961, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.



FIG 12: DRAWING PROPOSING AN INTERVENTION ON AMBIENTE 'S PARK, DATING FROM 1964.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 2 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: (NOT NUMBERED BUT WITH THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIPTION:

“RESPOSTA A NOTA N° 555¢C DE ENTRADA DOS SMTC, FICHA 45¢/¢5”). CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

FIG 13: DRAWING PROPOSING AN INTERVENTION ON AMBIENTE 'S PARK, CONNECTING THE PARK WITH NAZARE
CHURCH 'S PIAZZA. DATING FROM 1963.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 3 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: 7 - 1962, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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Drawings concerning Largo do Ambiente

FIG 14: PROPOSED INTERVENTION ON AMBIENTE *S PARK, CONNECTING THE PARK TO ALTO DAS CRUZES CEMETERY,
AND INCLUDES ROADS THAT LEAD TO KINAXIXI MARKET. THIS DRAWING DATES FROM 1966.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES CML FILE 3 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: (NOT IN FOLDER), CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.

FIG 15: PROPOSED INTERVENTION ON AMBIENTE 'S PARK. THIS DRAWING DATES FROM 1964.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE CML FILE 5 - ESTUDOS 1969, FOLDER: ZONA 2 1964,
CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022
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FIG 16: PROPOSED INTERVENTION ON AMBIENTE S PARK FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A PARKING FACILITY NEARBY,

DATING FROM 1970.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 2 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: ZONA 2 - 1970, CONSULTED IN
DECEMBER 2022.

Drawings concerning Largo do Soldado Desconhecido

B U] Ui, ne ; M L g
FIG 18: AREA MAP INCLUDING BALEIZAO “S PARK. ALTHOUGH THE LEGEND IS ILLEGIBLE, THIS DRAWING
DOCUMENTS AN INTERVENTION THAT HAPPENED BETWEEN THE 19405 AND 19605, BASED ON PHOTOGRAPHS OF

THE PARK.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 5B-RR, FOLDER: ZONA 2 1961, CONSULTED IN December 2022.
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FI1G 19: AREA MAP INCLUDING THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER S PARK MORPHOLOGIC CONFIGURATION IN 1974,
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVES - CML FILE 3 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: ZONA 2 - 1974, CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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ANNEX 3

This section delves into the historical context of Luanda'’s urban
development, presenting proposals to address the lack of parking in
the city centre. These files belong to Luanda s Municipal City Council

during colonial administration period.

ESTRUTURAS METALICAS, SERRALHARIA CIVIL, REPRESENTACOES
ESCRITORIO E OFICINAS RUA FRANCISCO NEWTON (Frente CANADA DRY)

a0 CAIKA POSTAL St2C N/ Refa Div,=76/63-337/6
JELEFONE 6137
fnd. Teleg.: SAPIRO Vi Ref.o
LU ANDA (ANGOLA}
Luanda, 14 de Fevereiro de 1963
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Exmo Senhor Presidente da Cimara Municipal CB“JVfCM““EUx: A,

LUANDA Wy | s o,

‘ /%Lq/-b_u-:i ‘6§¢_ @?Q{q\
Exmo Senhor Presidente: 'V‘7(5224iu{

- : \6rfabe;
Consultando documentagfo gue recebemos de uma firma da espec idade,

ne Alemenha Ocidental, retivemos por nos parecer interessante, uma 50—
lugHo préfabricada em coneirugdo metglica, destinada a resolver o pro-
blema dos Parkings urbanos,

Zbricante pretende que o prego € acessivel, De outra par
o centro de e

e pensamos

gque 08 espagos necessirios aos "Parkings" de viaturas n
Luanda, seréc obtidos mercé de expropriagdes e pregos muito elevados,.

Esta solucgdo tem sido empregada, na Alemanha Ocidental, com remarcado

AR sucesso sob o ponto de vista econémico e funcional,

INETE 1 & , X : ) "
u””‘"'lﬂgig' gualmente haveria & possibilidade de obier uma " jcenge de fabrico",
» o)

e

mportar Os perfis adequados e realizar a congtrugdo com OS recursos

ocais,

‘lEnviemos em snexo uma fotografia parcisl de.uma realizagdo e estamos

a0 inteiro dispor da Exma CBmara Municipal de Luanda, para for
ter téenico julgadas necessdrias,

necer

3l t8das as informacdes de cardc
Sem ouiro assunto somos ¢/ elevada consideragéc,
De V& Ex#®

Muito atentamente

\I ESTRUTURAS METALICAS, LDA,
0 S0CI0 GERENTE

:
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Repartigao
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Entrada

F1G 1: THE LETTER FROM THE MANAGING ASSOCIATE OF A METAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY (ESTRUTURAS
METALICAS, LDA), PROPOSING THE CONSTRUCTION OF A VERTICAL PARKING FACILITY IN MUTAMBA, NEAR
Do CARMO 'S PARK.

SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 2 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: (NOT NUMBERED BUT WITH THE
FOLLOWING DESCRIPTIONS: “ESTUDO DO QUARTEIRAO FORMADO PELAS RUAS SALVADOR CORREIA,
PEREIRA FORJAZ, Luis DE CAMOES E CALCADA DO MUNICIPIO”. CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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FIG 2: RECORD OF SIGNATURES AT THE BACK OF THE LETTER ABOVE.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 2 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: (NOT NUMBERED BUT WITH THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIPTION: “ESTUDO DO QUARTEIRAO FORMADO PELAS RUAS SALVADOR CORREIA, PEREIRA FORJAZ, LUIS DE
CAMOES E CALCADA DO MUNICIPIO”. CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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F1G 3: A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE VERTICAL PARKING FACILITY, PROPOSED FOR CONSTRUCTION IN MUTAMBA,
NEAR DO CARMO *S PARK, WHERE A MULTIMODAL JUNCTION CONNECTING THE CITY CENTRE TO THE BAY
WAS ALSO PROPOSED.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 2 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: (NOT NUMBERED BUT WITH THE FOLLOWING
DESCRIPTIONS: “ESTUDO DO QUARTEIRAO FORMADO PELAS RUAS SALVADOR CORREIA, PEREIRA FORJAZ,
Luis bE CAMOES E CALCADA DO MUNICIPIO”. CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022.
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ANNEX 4

Proposal to improve motorised circulation between the Bay and Largo
da Mutamba.

FIG 1: PROPOSED INTERVENTION IN MUTAMBA, NEAR DO CARMO S PARK, PROPOSING A MULTIMODAL
JUNCTION CONNECTING THE CITY CENTRE TO THE BAY. THE PROPOSAL ALSO INCLUDED GREEN AREAS, PARKING
FACILITIES AND OFFICE BUILDINGS
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE - CML FILE 5 - ESTUDOS, FOLDER: ZONA 5-ESTUDOS 1969, CONSULTED
IN DECEMBER 2022.
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ANNEX 5

RECORDS OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN TOWARD URBAN
INTERVENTION IN LUANDA DURING COLONIAL RULE

1- The conception of the social equipment and the process of
relocating the population living on the sites identified for

constructing these amenities.

Source: IPGUL Archive - CML file 5A - RR, folder Zona 5 (no date but with the following description:
“Arranjo Urbanistico do Largo dos Lusiadas e da zona limitada por aquele Largo, pela Luiz de Camdes e
pela Nossa Senhora da Muxima. Aprovado em sesséo de 17/04/63”).
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ge 18,5 hd, culo
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il perdmetro & definido pelas art&rias?
. na BuR mar-
integrendo os terrenos e conetrucfes existentes. ;

gem N.E, até ao mercado dos Tusfades;

R, #BRITO GODINS
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PROLONGAMENT: R, DR, SIDONIO PAIS - R
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|
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- s o . |
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CAMOUES, & unidade gerd reajustads por sectores, dgpou_ ae phx_nﬂirnn
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FI1G 1: FIRST PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE IN
NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FIG 2: SECOND PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE
IN NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FIG 3: THIRD PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE IN
NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FIG 4: FORTH PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE IN
NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARcHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FIG 28: FIFTH PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE IN
NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARcHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FIG 29: SIXTH PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE IN
NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARcHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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F1G 30: SEVENTH PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO
INTERVENE IN NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARcHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FiG 31: EIGHTH PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE
IN NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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FI1G 32: NINTH PAGE AND LAST PAGE OF THE DOCUMENT EXPLAINING THE
PROPOSAL TO INTERVENE IN NEIGHBOURHOOD UNIT 4, IN LUANDA.
SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE, CML FILE 5A - RR, FOLDER ZONA 5
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2- Minutes of a meeting held at the Luanda’s Urban
Planning Cabinet in June 27t 1960, about
programmed interventions in Neighbourhood Unit
1 - Musseque Prenda and about Luanda’s Master
Plan implementation.

FERNAO LOPES SIMOES DE CARVALHO INFORMS THE CONDITIONS TO IMPLEMENT THE URBAN RENEWAL PLAN,
TALKS ABOUT DISCUSSIONS WITH URBAN PLANNER FARIA DA COSTA, WHO VISITED THE URBAN PLANNING
CABINET EVERY SIX MONTHS. AT THE TIME, LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE INSTITUTIONS ALREADY BATTLED WITH THE
REDUCED NUMBER OF SPECIALIZED TECHNICIANS SUCH AS ARCHITECTS AND URBAN PLANNING SPECIALISTS, IN
ADDITION TO BUDGET CONSTRAINTS.

SOURCE: IPGUL ARCHIVE, CML FILES, FILE NAME - GABINETE DE URBANIZACAO, FOLDER UNLABELLED
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Annex 6 - BAY of Luanda

THE INNAUGURATION OF AVENIDA PAULO DIAS DE NOVAIS IN 1948,
TODAy 'S AVENIDA 4 DE FEVEREIRO.

FIG 1: AT THE TOP A PHOTO OF THE INAUGURATION OF LUANDA S BAY IN 1948 BY GOVERNOR JOSE AGAPITO
DA SILVA AND BOTTOM LEFT A PICTURE OF LIVELY RESTAURANTS OPENING TO MARGINAL ROAD IN EARLY 1970s
SOURCE: GARCIA, 2016, P. 50
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ANNEX'7

PUBLIC RECORDS OF THE 1963'S HEAVY RAINFALLS OVER LUANDA
AND ITS DESTRUCTIVE EFFECTS.

As grandes cheias

Amen [amoc m!
“‘ ———"——__ MONACO ‘

FLUANDA, DR INDEFESA "

FOI NOVAMENTE FLAGELADA |
POR VIOLENTO TEMPORAL

0 O CONSELHO LEGISLAT IVO

decidiu retirar da discussao
3 o projecto de diploma que alterava

: nmhmmkmlém“uolm

A PBOP@SII'O
DA REFORMA- DA

& Assmam utmc

para se encerrar | @
a lnscricio h'
CONCURSO DF |
IOIOGRAHAS

FIG 1: A JOURNAL PAGE SHOWING THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY OF HEAVY RAINS IN LUANDA IN 1963
SOURCE: GARCIA, 2016, P. 132
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ANNEX 8

MUSSEQUE MARCAL - PROJECT, BUILDINGS AND SPONTANEOUS
OCCUPATION.

FIG 1: THE STUDY OF MARCAL NEIGHBOURHOOD URBAN PLANNING IMPLEMENTATION. FROM THE

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN TO MUSSEQUE FORMATION.
SOURCE: LURA ARCHIVES
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ANNEX9
LUANDA S URBAN GROWTH ACCORDING TO REAL

FIG 1: DIAGRAMTUC MAPS ILLUSTRATING LUANDA *S GROWTH FROM THE 18™ CENTURY UNTIL 1970.
SOURCE: REAL, 2010:21
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ANNEX 10
PLANS OF THE CITY OF LUANDA (1926 AND 1961)

Source: IPGUL

F1G 1: MAP OF LUANDA, DATING FROM 1926.
SOURCE: FILE IN THE IPGUL ARCHIVES CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022
HANDLED PERSONALLY BY PROFESSOR ALICE CORREIA
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FI1G 2: MAP OF LUANDA, DATING FROM 1961.
SOURCE: FILE IN THE IPGUL ARCHIVES CONSULTED IN DECEMBER 2022
HANDLED PERSONALLY BY PROFESSOR ALICE CORREIA
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ANNEX 11

THIS SECTION OFFERS A PHOTOGRAPHIC REPORT OF THE DAILY DYNAMICS OF THE
STUDIED PARKS, PROVIDING A VISUAL UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR USAGE PATTERNS
DURING THE DAY AND NIGHT BETWEEN OCTOBER 2022 AND JANUARY 2023.

All the photographs on this section were taken by the author.

Do Carmo
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Atlético
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Baleizao
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Bay of Luanda waterfront

o

. ey i 2
b Y VI

447



448



Largo do Ambiente
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Annex 12

MICRO PLANS OF BUILDING USE AROUND EACH OF THE STUDIED
PARKS.

All the drawings on this section were produced by the author
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SOLDADO DESCONHECIDO SQUARE - THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER’S MONUMENT SQUARE

Legend
mm Comercial = Education 9 Non accessible Green Spaces
M. MixedUse W Religious mm  Paved Spaces
§ Hoiel Hlecrention W Parks/ Green Spaces
0 Institutional W Health
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Annex 13
ENLARGED MAPS OF THE STUDIED AREA

All the drawings on this section were produced by the author
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F1G 1: GREEN SPACES IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA IN 2023.
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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Non accessible Green Spaces
mm  Paved Spaces

F1G 2: BUILDING USES AROUND THE STUDY AREA IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA, 2023.
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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FIG 3: THE PERIMETER STUDIED WITH THE PARKS IDENTIFIED IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA, 2023
SOURCE: AUTHOR
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F1G 4: DIAGRAM OF THE FINDINGS OF THE STUDIED AREA IN DOWNTOWN LUANDA, 2023.
SOURCE: AUTHOR

OBSERVATION REMARKS

- All the spaces have INFORMAL TRADE

POLICE/ SURVEILANCE (NOT on the Largo
‘do Carmo and Largo Atlético)

-LITTERING (Increased in trade)

-ALL HAVE proximity to informal RADE
(pickup /drop off points)

~Only the BAIA offes enough PARKING
options

-LARGO DO CARMO offers the least FLEXI-
BLESPACES
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